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MONTGOMERY  COUNTY  PLANNING  DEPARTMENT 
THE MARYLAND-NATIONAL CAPITAL PARK AND PLANNING COMMISSION 

 
               
                  HPC 
                  Item # I 
                  4/28/2010     
MEMORANDUM 
 
DATE:    April 21, 2010 
 
TO:    Historic Preservation Commission 
 
FROM:   Clare Lise Kelly, Research and Designation Coordinator (301‐562‐3400)  
    Sandra Youla, Historic Preservation Planner 
    Urban Design and Preservation Division/Montgomery County Planning Department 
 
VIA:    Scott Whipple, Historic Preservation Supervisor 
 
SUBJECT:  Worksession on Individual Sites in Clagettsville and Etchison for a Draft Amendment 

to the Master Plan for Historic Preservation: Upper Patuxent Resources  
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
On April 28, 2010, the Historic Preservation Commission (HPC) will hold a worksession to consider 
certain individual potential historic sites that were the subject of a public hearing on April 14, 2010. 
These individual sites, located in Clagettsville and Etchison, are the last group of Upper Patuxent 
resources under the HPC review begun in January 2010.   The resources are being considered for 
designation on the Master Plan for Historic Preservation. 
 
The Commissioners are asked to bring their copies of the April 14, 2010 staff report, with 
Appendices, including the MIHP forms for each resource under review.  Also bring the Staff Draft 
Amendment to the Master Plan for Historic Preservation: Upper Patuxent Resources (December 2009).   
These documents are available online at 
http://montgomeryplanning.org/historic/UpperPatuxent/ 
 
The individual sites that are the subject of this worksession are the following:  
15/8‐1 Montgomery Chapel MP Church and Cemetery, 28201 Kemptown Road  
15/8‐2 Ira Moxley/Harvey Moxley House, 28318 Kemptown Road  
15/8‐3 Robert B & Susan Moxley House, 28322 Kemptown Road  
15/8‐4 Lewis Easton House, 28408 Kemptown Road  
15/8‐5 Ottie and Tressie Moxley House, 28411 Kemptown Road  
15/8‐6 Ollie and Lelia Moxley House, 28515 Kemptown Road  
15/29‐1 Mt Tabor ME Church and Cemetery 24101 Laytonsville Road  
15/29‐2 Walter and Ida Allnutt House, 6920 Damascus Road  
 
At the conclusion of the worksession on the above resources, the Commission will also take a vote to 
reconfirm the vote of January 14, 2010 regarding removal of historic sites from the Locational Atlas 
as recommended in the Staff Draft Amendment.  
 
Attached are public testimony and submissions received since the April 14 staff report. 
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CLK Note: Arrows added to indicate text highlighted in original document 
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From:  Anewdayfarm@aol.com[SMTP:ANEWDAYFARM@AOL.COM] 
Sent:  Friday, April 16, 2010 10:19:45 AM 
To:   MCP‐Historic 
Subject:   Mt. Tabor Church 
Auto forwarded by a Rule 
 
I attended the hearing on April 14th and several times the number of properties 
being considered for designation was mentioned as seven and there are eight 
properties on the list. 
  
Would you please explain this discrepancy and please tell me that you've removed 
our church from the list. 
  
I don't know how we can fully tell you how much this designation would detract 
from our business of doing the Lord's work ‐‐ we are a small church but we do so 
much for the community and the world.  If we have to contend with this 
designation, it would dramatically detract from our true reason for existence in 
Etchison. 
  
Thank you for your consideration, 
  
Jane King 
301‐253‐3471 
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From:   Lisa Benton[SMTP:LISAB@WALKERPOOLE.COM]  
Sent:    Tuesday, April 20, 2010 2:06:18 PM  
To:   MCP-Historic  
Subject:    Historic Preservation Commission  
Auto forwarded by a Rule 

 

To Whom It May Concern, 

 

I am writing this letter to advise that as a member of Mt Tabor United Methodist Church, we do not want to be 
included in the historic designation.  Being a congregation since 1881, we certainly plan to continue the legacy and 
want to make our own decisions about the property.  We do not want to be constrained by regulations on how to 
repair and renovate our property.  We want to be the ones to make the decisions and not to be told by someone 
else. 

 

The church is and will continue to be an important asset to the community.  The congregation has done a wonderful 
job in maintaining the property.  

 

Please consider this in your decision. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Lisa Benton 

 

(240) 285‐4440 
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From:   Cgardnccs@aol.com[SMTP:CGARDNCCS@AOL.COM]  
Sent: Tuesday, April 20, 2010 8:20:01 PM  
To:   MCP-Historic  
Subject:    Mt. Tabor United Methodist Church  
Auto forwarded by a Rule 

 

To Whom It may concern, 

  

This letter is in reference to the designation of Mt. Tabor United Methodist Church located in Etchison, 
Maryland as a historic property.  As a member of this congregation, I am asking that this property NOT be 
designated as such.  This proposed designation would be a violation of the Religious Land Use and 
Institutionalized Persons Act of 2000.   

  

We have been a congregation since 1881, and we certainly know how to be good stewards to our property 
and plan to continue this legacy and we do not want to be constrained by regulations on how to repair and 
renovate our property.  We cannot spend hours at permit meetings to discuss repairs/alterations to our 
buildings that need to be done expeditiously.  Our time and monies are to support mission projects in the 
community and around the world. 

  

But most importantly, neither the congregation nor the Baltimore Washington Conference of the Methodist 
Church, in whom we are in trusted to, have asked for or requested this designation.  We are a tax exempt 
identity and can not reap or want any tax benefits that this designation might incur.  As Americans, we 
should be allowed a say in what we do with our own property, not members of a board who know nothing 
about our mission and purpose in this community. 

  

Please allow our congregation to fulfill its mission and ministry while maintaining complete control of our 
house of worship and ministry.  Please do not include us in this designation. 

  

Sincerely, 

  

Carol Gardner 

Member Mt. Tabor U.M. Church 
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April 19, 2010 

 

Historic Preservation Commission 
8787 Georgia Ave. 
Silver Spring, MD   20910 
 
Our congregation at Mt. Tabor United Methodist Church would like to go on record as opposing a historic 
designation for the church.  The Mt. Tabor United Methodist Church is located at  
24101 Laytonsville Road, Etchison, Maryland 
 
We are a small congregation dedicated to the community to keeping the church and surrounding grounds 
in good condition.  We continue to do improvements on the church building to keep it safe and functional 
for our members and community.  We have redone the bell  tower of the church building, put in a new 
heating and cooling system and plan to put on a new roof in the near future – just to name a few of the 
improvements we have made.  We keep the building painted and well maintained.  We have installed a 
public address system in the sanctuary so that folks with hearing impairment can hear the sermons and 
participate in the worship services.  We continue to make improvements to the church building so that it 
is more energy efficient and in keeping with the mission to use less energy.  
 
Our church congregation not only keeps the church in first rate condition, but the property around the 
church in first rate condition.  We have fixed the property so that we can have outside services if we need 
to.   
 
Our congregation is quite upset to think that you are proposing to put us under the Montgomery County 
Historical Preservation Commission.  Please take into consideration the needs and mission of this small 
church and do not designate it as a Historical property. 
 
If you have any questions and/or would like to have more information, please feel free to contact me at 
301‐253‐1501. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
George Lechlider, Chairman 
Mt. Tabor United Methodist Church Board of Trustees 

 


