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On February 28, 2012, the Montgomery County Planning Board transmitted to the COWlcil the 
Planning Board Draft Amendment to the Master Plan for Historic Preservation: Upper Patuxent 
Area. The COWlcil announced this public hearing at its meeting on May 1,2012. The Planning, 
Housing, and Economic Development Committee has tentatively scheduled a worksession on 
this item on June 25,2012 at 2:00 PM. 

This Planning Board Draft Amendment evaluated 31 historic resources (2 districts and 29 sites) 
located primarily in the Upper Patuxent area. The Amendment included an area history and 
identifies resources for future evaluation. The Planning Board recommended 2 districts and 10 
sites for inclusion in Master Plan for Historic Preservation and that 19 sites not be designated. 
Design guidelines are recommended, but not specified, for the Clagettsville Historic District. 
The Board recommended retaining Parr's Spring on the Locational Atlas, even if the Council 
does not designate the site. 

The Planning Board updated the Locational Atlas and Index of Historic Sites in Montgomery 
County, Maryland by adding 3 sites recommended for designation and removing 18 of 19 sites 
not recommended for designation. The Luther W. Moore Farm is recommended for retention on 
the Locational Atlas. The site is not recommended for designation by the Planning Board but is 
recommended for designation by the Historic Preservation Commission. In addition, the 
Planning Board removed 23 parcels from the two historic districts recommended for designation. 

The 137.85-acre Moles-Burdette Farm is recommended for designation. This site is subject to an 
agricultural easement under the Maryland Agricultural Land Preservation Foundation (MALPF) 
program. The Foundation suggests that prior approval from the Foundation must be sought 
before designation. This is an issue of State significance, as it suggests a conflict between 
MALPF easements and historic preservation. This issue will be discussed by the Planning, 
Housing, and Economic Development Committee at its June 25 worksession. 
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Abstract 

This document contains the text and supporting graphics for the Planning Board's draft Upper Patuxent Area 

Historic Resources, An Amendment to the Master Plan for Historic Preservation in Montgomery County. 

It amends the Master Plan for Historic Preservation in Montgomery County, Maryland (1979), as amended; the 

Damascus Master Plan (2006); the General Plan (On Wedges and Corridors) for the Physical Development of 

the Maryland-Washington Regional District in Montgomery and Prince George's Counties (1964), as amended; 

and the Preservation of Agriculture and Rural Open Space Functional Master Plan (1980), as amended. 


This Planning Board Draft Amendment presents the results of the Planning Board's evaluation of 31 historic 

resources (two districts and 29 sites) located primarily in the upper portion of Planning Area 15 (Patuxent). The 

Amendment also includes an area history and identifies resources for future evaluation. The Planning Board 

recommends that two districts and 10 sites be designated on the Master Plan for Historic Preservation, that 19 

sites not be designated, and that staff and the County Council take up the issue of design guidelines for one 

of the districts. In the course of this evaluation, the Planning Board updated the Locational Atlas and Index of 

Historic Sites in Montgomery County Maryland by adding three sites recommended for designation; removing 

18 of 19 sites not recommended for designation; and removing 23 parcels that the Board excluded from the 

two historic districts that it recommended for designation. The Board asks for the County Council's recommen­

dation on whether to retain one resource on the Atlas if not designated and notes that the Atlas will be updated 

as necessary following the County Council's evaluation of the resources. 


The Maryland-National Capital Park and Planning Commission 

8787 Georgia Avenue 

Silver Spring, Maryland 20910 


Online at www.MontgomeryPlanning.org/historic/upperpatuxent 
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The Master Plan for Historic Preservation is a functional master plan with countywide application, The plan and 
the Historic Preservation Ordinance, Chapter 24A of the Montgomery County Code, are designed to protect 
and preserve Montgomery County's historic and architectural heritage. When a historic resource is placed on 
the Master Plan for Historic Preservation, the adoption action officially designates the property as an historic site 
or historic district, and subjects it to the further procedural requirements of the Historic Preservation Ordinance. 

Designation of historic sites and districts serves to highlight the values that are important in maintaining the 
individual character of the County and its communities. It is the intent of the County's preservation program 
to provide a rational system for evaluating, protecting and enhancing the County's historic and architectural 
heritage for the benefit of present and future generations of Montgomery County residents. The accompanying 
challenge is to weave protection of this heritage into the County's planning program so as to maximize commu­
nity support for preservation and minimize infringement on private property rights. 

The following criteria apply, as stated in Section 24A-3 of the Historic Preservation Ordinance, when historic 
resources are evaluated for deSignation in the Master Plan for Historic Preservation: 

1 . Historical and cultural significance 

The historic resource: 
a. 	 has character, interest, or value as part of the development, heritage or cultural characteristics of 

the County, State, or Nation; 
b. 	 is the site of a significant historic event; 
c. 	 is identified with a person or a group of persons who influenced society; or 
d. 	 exemplifies the cultural, economic, social, political or historic heritage of the County and its 

communities; or 

2. Architectural and design significance 

The historic resource: 
a. 	 embodies the distinctive characteristics of a type, period or method of construction; 
b. 	 represents the work of a master; 
c. 	 possesses high artistic values; 
d. 	 represents a significant and distinguishable entity whose components may lack individual 

disti nction; or 
e. 	 represents an established and familiar visual feature of the neighborhood, community, or County 

due to its singular physical characteristic or landscape, 



Once designated on the Master Plan for Historic Preservation, historic resources are subject to the protection of 
the Montgomery County Preservation Ordinance, Chapter 24A of the County Code. Any substantial changes to 
the exterior of a resource or its environmental setting must be reviewed by the Historic Preservation Commission 
and a Historic Area Work Permit issued under the provisions of the County's Preservation Ordinance, Section 
24A-6, before the work may proceed. In accordance with the Master Plan for Historic Preservation and unless 
otherwise specified in a master plan amendment, the environmental setting for each site, as defined in Section 
24A-2 of the Ordinance, is the entire parcel on which the resource is located as of the date it is designated on 
the Master Plan. 

Designation of the entire parcel provides the County adequate review authority to preserve historic sites in the 
event of development. It also ensures that, from the beginning of the development process, important features 
of these sites are recognized and incorporated in the future development of designated properties. In the case 
of large acreage parcels, the amendment may provide general guidance for the refinement of the setting by in­
dicating when the setting is subject to reduction in the event of development; by describing an appropriate area 
to preserve the integrity of the resource; and by identifying buildings and features associated with the site which 
should be protected as part of the setting. For a majority of the sites designated, the appropriate point at which 
to refine the environmental setting will be when the property is subdivided. 

Public improvements can profoundly affect the integrity of an historic area. Section 24A-6 of the Ordinance 
states that a Historic Area Work Permit for work on public or private property must be issued prior to altering an 
historic resource or its environmental setting. The design of public facilities in the vicinity of historic resources 
should be sensitive to and maintain the character of the area. Specific design considerations should be reflected 
as part of the Mandatory Referral review processes. 

In many cases, the parcels of land on which historic resources sit are also affected by other planned facilities 
in a master plan; this is particularly true with respect to transportation right-of-way. In general, when establish­
ing an environmental setting boundary for a historic resource, the need for the ultimate transportation facility is 
also acknowledged, and the environmental setting includes the entire parcel minus the approved and adopted 
master planned right-of-way. In certain specific cases, however, the master planned right-of-way directly affects 
an important contributing element to the historic resource. In such cases, the amendment addresses the specific 
conflicts existing at the site, and suggests alternatives and recommendations to assist in balancing preservation 
with the implementation of other equally important community needs. 

In addition to protecting designated resources from unsympathetic alteration and insensitive redevelopment, 
the County's Preservation Ordinance also empowers the County's Department of Permitting Services and the 
Historic Preservation Commission to prevent the demolition of historic buildings through neglect. 

The Montgomery County Council passed legislation in September 1984 to provide for a tax credit against 
County real property taxes to encourage the restoration and preservation of privately owned structures lo­
cated in the County. The credit applies to all properties designated on the Master Plan for Historic Preservation 
(Chapter 52, Art. VI). Furthermore, the Historic Preservation Commission maintains current information on the 
status of preservation incentives including tax credits, tax benefits possible through the granting of easements on 
historic properties, outright grants, and a low interest loon program. 
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Context 
Purpose and Scope 

This amendment presents the results of the Planning Boord's evaluatIon of 31 up-County resources comprising 
9S tax parcels, The Boa rd considered the resources to determ ine whether they shou ld be added 10, retain ed 
on, or removed from the Locoti onol At los and Index 01 Historic Sites in Montgomery County, Maryland and 
recommended ~o r designation on the Masler Pion fo r Histonc Preservation. Resources ore designated when 
the County Council approves the amendment and the Maryland -Notional Capitol Pork and Planning Commis­
sion odopts it. Resources ore added to and removed from the l ocolionol Atlos by actio n of the Planning Boord, 
wh ich has juri sdiction over Alios updates. 

The Planning Boord evaluated two dislncls and 29 individual sites . I The Plonning Boord recommends thot two 
historic districts and ten sItes be added to the Master Plan. For each of these resources, th e Planni ng Boord 
recommendation includes, as appropriate: 

a su mmary af histOri cal and architectu ral significance, a finding on the designation criteria met, and any 
determinations on public interest factors tho:, were appl ied1 

a recommended environmental se"ing (for individual sites), with gUidance for review in the case of subdivI­
sion or devel opment , or historic distrld boundaries (for histori c districts) 
a categori za ti on of parcels, bu ild ings, structures, or features as contributing or noncontributing to the sig­
ni ficance of the resource. 

This Amendment also Includ es a history o f the Upper Patuxent orea, where most of the resources are located, 
and identifies addi lo n o l reso urces for fulJ re evaluotion . 

I The HI SI'D", PresefVotlon COl'u'lllmOn ~C)IUC1~ !!d two di:R1ricr., Qn:] 36 sl les, t.",~e l' I'\'I~ Ilr.Jn I .... Pt::mn,"9 Soard i:08CC1.OiI6,he Board cho~e 10 evalual e ~hose 

seven PO'(;Cj ls os pa n; of d l:~Wc ts ror ne r Ihc:; as Inl1."'''1.I01 $lles . 
.. Th't Public Hearing Droft, wkt:.h prese nls t'rJi Hij.IOtl( Pf.~efVo1 lon CCl'1',min ion'~ r.=c~c.rOOtl0f' 5 , eva l ucl.a~ resource~ based on Ihe hlslo rlcol and 
crch,teclu!c i $,g r."ica nce c nl.no $p«II " d ,n S"ction 24A-J(bt oll l-e H,~ttl r lC Pres~f'oQ liC<1 Ord'nutl~e IMor'll gOf"'ery C ::n.mly Code, Se(:llofl 2 '1A. H!llo ric 
Re:.ol.i~! Prese....O' lnnj . The l'b",,,,"9 Bocud Dro~ ":Ol'b.d!!tr~ "rl~tC;I'\C:JI.:Jrd arch~'X:1 ... (ol '''''OIIC'l~ , U! w~ 1I os publlt; .N~'$i1 loclors . Page 22 01 the M05\e r 
Plan for H I ~!n "lc Prl!'Servollr.n ~I oles that "c /'e ' reCt! lving the recommf'rQ;,t' .... n of 'he I H i ~'or'c Pre-:.af\IC ' Dnl Carl" 'T1 1 ~ SIOn, It'!, Montgc me ry Co unto, Pb"'n.ng 
Boo rd .. holdl.1 0 P~t.olC Hoo rl')g ~o mc~ itJ dz:-I ermlfl;::r ~ 'C) n , UI' "9 t h~ S01T1II C'r!fe,.,a . corl,,jef l N;! Ire purpOl(l' of m& (.td,nar.ce, ond bokm:in!'J l h£ Importance 
of Ihe h Hone prope '1y WIth o lhl!:t pubrr<: ,"III< '6ls W 

Up per Patuxe nt Area Histone Resources p Itnl:. t O;lfO r11 ft 7 
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Resource Location5 

The resources in th is amendment are located mainly in the northeastern region of the County (see Map 1) 
in Planning Area 15 (Patuxent). Some resources are located In Planning Areas 10, 12, and 14. The Upper 
Patuxent area stretches from Parr's Spring and the Frederick/Mon tgomery County boundary on the north 10 the 
village of Etchison and Hipl sley Mill Road on the south, The Patuxen t River forms most of its eastern boundary, 
while Kemptawn, Ridg e, Damascus, and Loytonsvil le Roads form part of its western boundary. Two resources 
(10118 and 1211 0) that don't adloln the Patuxent Pla nning Area were included at their owners ' requests. 

map 1 Resource Locatlons 
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ResourcJt Status 

Most resources evaluated in this Amendment were listed on the original 1976 Locailonal Atlas. Dunng workses­
sions, the Planning Boord updated the Atlas by adding and removing resources. The Planning Boo rd added to 
the Atlos three previously unidentified Sites (15/ 7 t , 15/ 73, 15/ 1 17) that it recommended lor designation in the 
Moster Plan. 11 also removed from the Alios 18 sites not recommended for designation , as well as 23 parcels 
outside the recommended boundaries of the twa histone d is/ncts recommended for designation. 

The original 1976 Locational Atlas Included one resource wi thin the Upper Patuxent oreo (the Perry Etchison 
House. 15123) that the Counci l previously added to the Master Plan as well as several resources that the Board 
removed from the Atlas in prior amendments to the Master Plan for Hisloric Preservation. 

Upper Patuxent Area Historic Resources pl., n1nt: bu;-ud rlt;;a,h 8 
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Agrarian Character and Zoning 

The resources in thi s amendment are within or near the County's 1 06 ,OOO·0((e Agricul tural Reserve . Zoning in 
the Reserve helps preserve the oreo's agricultural and rural character and the limited commercial nature of its 
small crossroad communities. 

Several of the resources ore located on Rustic Roods and Exceptional Rustic Roods, designations thol recognize 
and seek to preserve the roads' rural and historic charocter. 3 The resou rces considered in this omendmenl­
farms, farmsteads, outbuildings, villages, churches, as well as former schools, crossroads gas stotions, stores, 
and blacksmith shops-contribute significantly 10 the area's agricultu ral and rura l character. They reinforce the 
purposes of the zoning and rustic rood designations and the intents of the master plans that proposed them. 

The Preservotion of Agriculture and Rural Open Space Functional Master Pion 11 980} first proposed the Agricul­
tural Reserve and Rural C luster zones to help preserve farmland , rural open space, forming, and anci llary land 
uses that support forming. The Plan notes that one of the public purposes served by preserving farmland is the 
preservation of rural lifestyles: 

"The County has a rich agricultural heritage, a blend of two cultural traditions, one stemming from 
Engli sh planters who arrived in th e 18th century, the other from Pennsylvania German and Quaker 
formers of the 19th century. Th ese two farming and cultural traditions are reflected in the blend of build­
Ing materials and types eVident in the County. The entire agricultural scene describes a culture and is . 
instructive. Worm land} preservation encourages and fosters a rural lifestyle important to Montgomery 
County. It is still possible today 10 see vestiges of Montgomery County's agrarian heritage in the rura l 
villages as well as in ports of Ihe Study Area. II is a viable land use alternati ve for those who desire such 
a life style." (poge 30) 

Rural lifestyles are supported and Instructed by 0 physical environment that preserves elements of Montgomery 
County's agricu ltural heritage - its land scapes, bu ildings, structures, villages, and local landmarks. Farm­
land preservati on alone is insufficient to preserve these cultural resources: since the Locational Atlas was first 
published In 1976, many resources have been removed due to demolition, decay, and fire. This Amendment, 
the fi rst for the planning areas predominantly within the Agri cultural Reserve , helps ensure the continuity and 
viabi lity of Montgomery County's rUfOllifestyles. Because designation on the Mosler Plan for Historic Preserva­
tion does not limit the uses to which bUlidings and structures may be put but only regulates exterior addi tions 
and alterations. they moy be put 10 new and innovative uses that sustain and invigorate Montgomery County's 
agricuhurallifeslyles and economy. The key elements that preserve agriculluralland and historic resources were 
created 01 least thirty years ago~and designating the recommended resources will help fulfill Montgomery 
County's vision for preserving its rural heritage ond forming lifestyl es. 

Resources lor Future Evaluation 

The following resources are not on the Locational Al ios and were nol evaluated as port of thiS amendment, but 
have potenllal Significance and should be evalua ted for designation in the future: 

Doy Farm, 13819 Penn Shop Road, locotion of the headwoters of the Patuxent River and two boundory 
morkers- the Frederick County/Montgomery County and Montgomery County/Howard County boundory 
markers 
Eost side of Ridge Rood, neor its junction with Penn Shop Road , locati on of the Montgomery County/Fred­
erick County boundary stone 
All other boundary morkers ond morker sites discussed In the 1980 Frederick-Montgomery-Howard County 
Resurvey conducted by the Morylond Geotoglcol Survey ot the request of the Morylond Assembly, including 
those outside of the Upper Patuxent Area 
26500 Mullinix Mill Rood 
26627 Mullinix Mill Road 

8481 Gue Road 

3 Resources on Rusl" or E~cepllo"o l Ru,IIC Roads 'nd L>de 10/18 B\vdette · R; ,j die Farm on PurO.... ", Rood. orl E:r.ceplionol RuSllC Rood, 15/7 1 C hrobo l House 
on Hlpsley Mill Rood. a RuSI' ( Rood, ond 12/10 Jomes l..:.Il}mon on 0 p ..·t!IJ::"'rty D-JUr'Ided by P=h Ttte Rvod a nd BorneS\llile Roods, bo~h Rusllc Roods, end 
Wesl Old Bo llomQre Rood , on Excepllor.al Rusllc Road 
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Holsey Rood/Friendship Areo, including but not limited 1027509 Ridge Rood, 27700 Ridge Rood, ond 
9020 and 9032 Holsey Rood, a historically block community 

Chrome Mines of Montgomery County, Including lhose in Etchison 
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History 
(In th is secti on, resources in bold are evaluated in this amendment) 
Geography 

Located within the Piedmont Plain, the Upper Patuxen t area is characterized by steep ridges, rolling hills, fertil e 
vo lleys, and 0 network of rivers and st reams. 

(" If.! 

Parr's Rid ge is part of a series of ridges thot run southwest through th e northern pOriions of Moryland. Porr's 
Ridge enters the Upper Patuxent at its northeastern tip and runs through Damascus to Route 355 and the Po­
tomac River. Joining Parr 's Ridge In Damascus is the Southeast Ridge, which runs south 10 laytonsvil le through 
port o f the Upper Patuxent. Parr 's Ridge contOlns the County's highest elevation, 880 feel, on 0 properly within 
the Upper Patuxent's northeastern l ip.. Parr 's Ridge was named after John Parr, an 18 th century seHler who 
owned lond near the present-doy junction of M ontgomery, Fredenck, Howard, and Corroll C ounties. Parr also 
lenl his nome to Parrsvill e near MI. Airy in Carroll Counly and Parr's Spring (15/1) , whi ch ma rks Ihe iunc­
tion of the four counties. 

figure I Detail, 1861 Cbsrl... Heyne Map of Virginia, Mer}1and. and Delaware 

Parr' s RIdge, rvnOlng fhrovgh Frederick. Carrol/, hne Arvndel (now Howard), and Montgomery Covnties 
(Library of Congress) 

4 The p ro perty ,0nloln,,'9 rhe h'ghe5 1 elevo loon ,n Monl9omery Covnly ' s 139 49 Pen" Shop Ro::: d, IO ~ parcel 12-60 78 1, now occvp,ed by Ihe MI. AJry Fvil 
Go,pel Church. 
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Land east of Parr's Ridge is within the Patuxent River watershed. The Patuxent River forms the boundary between 
Montgomery and Howard counties. Through the 18th and early 19th centuries, the upper Patuxent River was 
known as Snowden's River, after Richard Snowden, a 17th century emigrant to Maryland. The Patuxent River's 
headwaters originate in Montgomery County on a property containing boundary stones that mark boundaries 
with Frederick and Howard counties. In 1985, the Maryland Geological Survey designated the Montgomery­
Howard boundary marker as the headwaters of the Patuxent, dispelling the frequent misconception that Parr's 
Spring to the northeast formed the Patuxent's headwaters.5 Parr's Spring is the headwaters of the Patapsco 
River, which forms the boundary between Howard and Carroll Counties. 

The land west of Parr's Ridge drains to the Monocacy and Potomac Rivers, via Bennett Creek and the Fahrney 
Branch, through Frederick. The springhouse on Friendship (l 0/1) in Clagettsville marks the headwaters for 
Bennett Creek. Fahrney Branch is likely the "northwestern branch of Bennetts Creek" referred to in an early 
land patent for land above present-day Clagettsville. 6 

The earliest land grants (patents) in what eventually became Montgomery County date from the 16805, when 
Montgomery County was still part of Charles County. Speculators, both from England and the more settled 
areas in southern Maryland, started surveying the land and taking out land patents in what became present day 
Washington D.C. and Montgomery County, first on the lower reaches of Rock Creek and then along the lower 
reaches of the Potomac and Patuxent Rivers. Wealthier speculators typically did not inhabit or settle the land 
themselves, but instead leased the land to tenant farmers. Eventually, the speculators sold off small tracts, often 
to settlers who had come to Maryland as indentured servants and gained their freedom. 

The earliest land grants in the Upper Patuxent date to the 17 40s. The steep terrain, distance from established 
settlements, and lack of navigable rivers may have prevented earlier exploration. The patents in the Upper 
Patuxent usually started out as small tracts and often were resurveyed and re-patented over time to include 
more area. 

Four known patents from the period when the Upper Patuxent was still within Prince George's County, 
divided from Charles County in 1696. 

The first was granted in 1741 to James Brooke (1705-1784). Known as Brooke's Chance,' the 20-acre tract 
was located in the southern portion of the Upper Patuxent along the Patuxent River, between Annapolis Rock 
Road and Etchison, to the east of Route 108 (Damascus Road), near the 

Brooke later enlarged the tract.B In 1764, James Brooke increased his holdings in 
the same vicinity of Brooke's Chance, by patenting Brooke Fields," a tract of 1,663 acres that was a resurvey 
of Silence, a Resurvey.lO 

Kenneth A. Schwarz, or Natural Resources, Maryland Geological Specie: Publication '<0, I, Frederick.Montgomery.Howard County 
Boundary l;ne Resurvey 1980, prepared ,n cooperation with Rep·esentafives of County, Montgomery Coun:y and Howard County, 1985, page 1. 
The property containing the Montgomery.Howard County marker 13819 Penn Shop Road. 
6 Black WahutPlains, 100 acres to Edward Patented CerfHca!e 350, patented OctOber 27, 1748, MSA S 1203-415, at www.olats.net. :n P'lnce 
Geo'ge's County Circuit Cour!' land Sun/ey, and Condominium Pces. 
7 Brookes Chance, 20 Acres, to James Brooke, Patented Ce1i'icate 392, patented Aegust 5, 1741, MSA 5 1203-457, at www.p:aes.netin Prince George's 

Circuit Court land Survey, Subdivision, and Condominiu", Plats. 
B to Brooke Grove, Brooke Chance, and Broo<e Black MeadOW, 8430 Acres, to James Brooke, Certificate, doted 1762, Patent Record BC and GS 
14, page 569, MSA S 1595-54; Parent, dated 1762, Patent Record BC and GS IS, page 348, MSA S 1595-55; at www.plats.ne!in Montgo~ery County 
Crcuit Court land SunJeys and Condominium Plats, Montgomery County Crcuit Court Land and Condominivn Piats. 

Braoke Fie'os, 1663 Acres, to James Brooke, Patented Certificate 641, patemec January I, 1 MSA S 1197-705, at www.plats.net 'n Frederic( County 
C"cuit Court Land Serveys and Condominium Plots. 
10 Silence (0 'esurvey), 726 acres, to Philemon Dorsey and Elizabeth Ridgely, Patented Certi'icate 1420, parented August 10, 1753, M5A S 1189-1491, at 
www.p1ots.r:et ir Anne Arundel County Circuit Court Lard Surveys ond Condomin:um Plots. 
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James Brooke, a Quaker convert, played a prominent role in Montgomery County's history. In the 1720s, he 
became Sandy Spring's first settler, and he helped establish Sandy Spring as a Quaker community by providing 
the land for the Sandy Spring Meeting House. He eventually became one of the County's largest landowners. 
James Brooke followed in the family tradition: his Brooke ancestors had amassed substantial land holdings 
along the Patuxent River in southern Maryland." He married into the Snowden family, whose members were 
amassing substantial land holdings on the Patuxent River in central Maryland in parts of what are now Anne 
Arundel, Prince George's, and lower Montgomery Counties. 

The second known patent in the Upper Patuxent dating from its Prince George's era was Bush Creek Hill,I?"a 
1 OO-acre tract granted in 1744 to John Parr (died between 1746-1748 ). Parr patented several tracts in the 
area that eventually became the junction of four counties and was the namesake for Parr's Spring (15/1), Parr's 
Ridge, Parrsville, and Parr's Plane. He took up residence in the area. Bush Creek Hill was a long narrow pat­
ent that started along the ridge near the headwaters spring of the Patuxent River (on the Quentin Day Farm at 
13819 Penn Shop Road in Montgomery County). It probably passed through Parr's Spring, the headwaters of 
the Patapsco River, to reach to Parrsville, now part of Mt. Airy in Carroll County. Bush Creek is a branch of the 
Monocacy and starts on the hill that falls to the northwest into present day Frederick. That Parr named his pat­
ent after Bush Creek shows that his orientation was toward the northwest and settlements around the town that 
became Frederick rather than the older settlements to the south and east in Maryland (see Figure 3). 

The third known patent from this era was Hartlys Lott,I3 a ten-acre tract granted to Francis Hartly in 1748 and 
later enlarged. Hartlys Lott was located near the intersection of Hipsley Mill Road and Halterman Road. 

The last patent dating from the Prince George's period was Black Walnut Piains,I4 a 1 OO-acre tract granted in 
1748 to Edward Busey (c 1709-1778). This patent was located in the northern portion of the Upper Patuxent 
on the east side of Kemptown Road between its junction with Ridge Road to the southeast (present-day Clag­
ettsville) and the Frederick-Montgomery County boundary to the northwest. is Edward Busey resurveyed the land 
around Black Walnut Plains in 1757 but never patented the enlarged tract (1,420 acres). Busey was a carpen­
ter and one-time tenant on land along Rock Creek. 16 Eventually, Black Walnut Plains was incorporated into the 
land patent Warfield and Snowden, granted to Charles Alexander Warfield and Ann Snowden in 1812 (2,084 
acres), two members of Maryland's wealthy and prominent landholding families. 17 

In 1748, Frederick County was established from the upper portions of Prince George's County. At the same 
time, Frederick Town, which was platted in 1745 and is now known as the City of Frederick, became the new 
county seat. The lower reaches of the new county included land that in 1 77 6 became Montgomery County.18 
(Portions of Montgomery County, including Georgetown, were ceded in 1791 to the federal government for the 
creation of the District of Columbia.) 

II See John Thomas Scharf, History of Western Maryland Regional Publishing 1968, originaly printed in 1882), page 774. 
12 Bush Cceek Hill, 100 acres, to John P:Jrr, Polented 433, patentee February 7, 1 MSA S 1203·500, a' www.plats.ne. in Prince George's 
County Circei. Court Land Surveys and Condominiun- Plats; Parr's Range, Patenteci Certificate 1608, SA S 1203-1698 at www.plats.netinPrinceGeo.ge.s 
CirCuit Court Lond Svrveys and CO'idominiv~ plots, 

Hartlys laff, 10 Acres, '0 Francis Hartly, Patented Certificate 1041, patented May 16, 1748, MSA S 1203- i 112, at www.plats.net ir Prince George's County 
Circuit Court LO'id Surveys ord Condomi:lium Piots. 
14 Black Walnut Pla'ns, op. 6t. 
15 Block Wo!nul Plains waS located close +0 Kemptown Road on or rear prope1:es with the addresses 28625, 28501, and 28515 Kemptown Road. latter 
is the Ollie and Lelia House (15/8-6j,) These properties are to the southeost of the Alired Boker House 5/4) at 28901 Kemplown Road formed 

of +e farmland A 'red Baker at +e time of his death. The iocotion of Black Walnut Plains eslobnshed by the two survey plots 
in Cases 618 622 (Monlgomery County Circuit Court, T #415, MSA Box i"o. 48, Lac. 3-55-9-48, Type of Years 1885­

to current 'ax parcel mops, GIS maps produced by '"e Montgomery County Planning Department, and t"e certificates of survey for +e land 
and Snowden and Hills. 

See Lease, Y/2-3, Prince Lena Records, recorded March 26, 1739. 
17 Warfield and Snowden, 2084 to A. Wo..field and Ann Snowden, Pa'ented Certi'icote 520, patented May 21, 1812, MSA S 1202-643, at 
www.piats.net Montgomery County Circuit Cour' Land Surveys and Condominium Plots. Warfield and Snowden was itself a resurvey of Prospect Hills, a 
3008-acre tract granted in 1796 to Maior Thomas Snowden and Dr. Charles Alexander Warfield. Prospect Hills was a resurvey 01 Friendship Enlarged, a 
1915-ocre tract surveyed in 1770 ond potented in 1796 to the same Thomas Snowden and Cnarles Alexander Warfieid. Friendship Enlarged was a resurvey of 
Friendship, a 1575-acre tract granted to Colone Henry (1728-1791) in 1760. (Friendship, Pa'ented Certificote 1510, April 25, 1760, MSA S 
1197·1575, at www.p!ors,net in Fredecck County Circuit Lond Surveys and Condorcnium Fcendship inelucied tho' Edward Busey surveyed in 
1757 to expand "15 potent, B'ad Walnut Plains, but did not include the origino! Back Walnut Plains. and Wartela were mar'ied to Ridgely's dough­
ters, Ann and Elizabeth, respectively. The farm known as Friendship (1011) n Clagettsvilie was port of 'he land pc'ented as Frienciship. 
18 Edward B. Mathews, "The Counties of Maryland, Their Boundaries, and Election Districts," in Ma'Ylana Geological Survey General Repo1, Volume 
6, Port V (Baltimore: The Johns Hopkins Press, 1906), Harvard Universi'Y, (digiTized Aug. 23,2007, Gaagle Books), pages 518-519. 
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From Frederick County's establishment in 1748 through the 1 750s, patents for small tracts within the Upper 
Patuxent continued to be filed slowly. In the 17 60s through 1790s, patents were filed at a more rapid pace, 
and a few tracts were 1,000 acres or larger. Some of the earliest Upper Patuxent patents in the newly estab­
lished Frederick County were Star's Fancy '9 (1749,50 acres) and Meek's Delight 20 (1749,50 acres), both in 
the southern portion along Long Corner Road south of Mullinix Mill Road. In the northern portion of the Upper 
Patuxent, early tracts in the newly minted Frederick County include Hobb's Purchase 21 (1750, 319 acres) and 
Dickerson's Chance 22 (1754,50 acres). One of the larger, later tracts was Pleasant Plains of Damascus 
(1774,1,101 acres), located near the junction of Mullinix Mill Road and Long Corner Road and running to the 
present-day Damascus. The single largest tract was Prospect Hil124 (1796, 3,008 acres), which extended into 
then Anne Arundel County and ran along the Patuxent River from the area north of Clagettsville to Mullinix Mill 
Road. 

By about 1800, most land within the Upper Patuxent had been patented, and new patents were generally 
resurveys combining older grants and correcting boundary errors. Patents in the Upper Patuxent were filed by 
persons of both wealthy and modest means, and most of the tracts had fewer than 300 acres. 

Tobacco figures prominently in the settlement and history of both Montgomery County and the Upper Patuxent. 
The County's first European settlers were English planters from the Chesapeake who arrived in the early 1700s 
seeking new and cheaper lands for tobacco cultivation. 25 These planters found the County's mOisture-retaining 
silt-loam soils well suited for growing certain varieties of tobacco. They quickly established plantations, first 
along the region's rivers and streams and then throughout the County. Landowning opportunities were limited 
since large land tracts were owned by speculators, and tobacco planters farmed the land primarily as ten­
ants. Rather than invest in permanent buildings, they instead invested in transportable labor-slavery-to help 
control the costs of producing tobacco, which was a labor-intensive crop.26 Through the 1700s, tobacco was 
Maryland's main cash crop. 

By the mid-1700s, tobacco had become an integral part of Montgomery's economy: tobacco merchants from 
Glasgow and Whitehaven had set up stores on the upper Potomac to sell local tobacco to the French; tobacco 
inspection warehouses were established in Georgetown and Bladensburg in Prince George's County to ensure 
quality control and allow local planters to compete with Virginian planters across the Potomac; and tobacco 
became a common form of currency, as attested to by the bill of sale and deeds found in County land re­
cords.27 

The importance of tobacco to Montgomery County is clearly evidenced from the Tax Assessment schedules of 
1783. In that year, the Assessment shows that there were 607 tobacco barns in Montgomery County. They were 

19 Stars Fancy, 50 acres, to Will,om Star, Paten'ee Cerhfica'e 4524, patentee September 18, 1749, MSA S 1197-4948, at www.plats.oet ie Frederick Coun:y 
Circuit COurt Land Surveys and Condom:niurn Plats. 
20 l'Aeeks DeligH, 50 Acres, to Jacob Meeks, Patented Certificate 2565-109, patented May, 4, 1749, MSA S 1197-2849 at www.plats.netln Frederick County 
Circuft Court Land S.Jrveys ond CO'ldominium Piers. 
21 Hobbs Purchase, 319 Acres, to John Hobbs, Patented Certlf:cate 1941, paterted June 21, 1750, MSA S 1197·2007, at www.plats.nelin Frederick 
Coun+y Circuit Court Lond Survey Subdivision, and Condomi"ium Plats, Hobbs Purchase Ineldad part of what oow Montgomery County iust north of 15/5 
Moleswortf,-Burdene Farm, and po'! of Howard County. Hobbs Purchase wOS 0 resuo/ey a' Creek Hil', 

Dickersons Chance, 50 Acres, to Jo.,n Dickerson, Patented Certificate 11,4, MSA S 1197.1178, at www.plats,net ir F"ederick County Circuit Court Land 
Surveys and Condamin,um Plats, 

Pleasant Plains of Damascus, 1101 acres, to Matthew Pigman, Patented Certilicote 3067, patented April 13, 1774, MSA S 1197-3484, at www.piats.net. 'n 
Frederick County Circuit Court Land Surveys and Condominium Piats. 
24 Praspect HIli, 3008 acres, to Thomas Snowden and Charles Warfielc, Patented Certificate 1228, patented October 81, 1796, MSA S 1189.1298, at www. 
plats.net, Anne Arundel Circuit Court Land Surveys and Conco~'nim Plats, 
25 Coviccci [Kelly]' Ciore, Places from the Post: The Tradition of Gerder Bien in Montgomery County, Maryland (Silver Spring, Marylandi Maryland.Nationol 
Pork and Plannirg Commisson, 2001), 5-6. 
26 Barnett, "Tobacco, Planters, Tenan", Siavesl A Portrait of Monlgoccery Counly in 1783," in Maryland Hisioricoi Magazine, Volume 89, No.2, Summe' 
1994, page 190. 

IvlacMoster, Ricnord K, and Roy Eldon Hiebert, A Grateful Remembrance: The Story of Montgomery County, Marylond (Rockville, Mory;ond: Montgomery 
County Govenment ord the Moctgomery County Hislorical Society, 1976), pages 13-14. 
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log or frame and evenly distributed throughout the County's five tax districts. They were about the same size as 
dwelling houses, the only buildings more numerous than tobacco bams that year28 

By 1790, fully one quarter of the United States' tobacco exports came from Maryland, and one-fifth of that 
from Montgomery County.29 However, reliance on tobacco proved problematic and led to new directions for 
the County. By the early 1800s tobacco monoculture had severely depleted the County's soils. Tobacco also 
was an unreliable cash crop: prices were depressed from the mid-1790s to the 1840s with only two rallies, 
once in the postwar years after 1815 and once for a period in the 1830s. Tobacco planters began to move 
out of the County to fresh lands in the south and west, and farms were abandoned. 

Farming practices in Montgomery County and the Upper Patuxent diversified starting in the 1830s. Despite 
these changes, tobacco held on in the County's upper reaches. By 1850, one third of the farmers in the Crack­
lin District and three quarters of those in the Clarksburg District were still planting tobacco, versus only three 
percent of the farmers in Berry's District (the lower eastern portion of the County).3 By 1879, tobacco was 
still being produced by farms in the Clarksburg, Cracklin, and northern Mechanicsville Districts-i.e., around 
the towns of Olney, Laytonsville, Hyattstown, Goshen, Germantown, Gaithersburg, Dickerson, Dawsonville, 
Darnestown, Damascus, Clarksburg, and Cedar Grove-but not in other places in the County.32 Jeremiah 
Brandenburg's father, William Asbury Brandenburg, continued to plant tobacco at the Clagett-Brandenburg 
Farm (15/16) until the 1930s, when price drops no longer justified the labor. The area around Clarksburg, 
Damascus, and the Upper Patuxent became the County's last stronghold for tobacco. Tobacco was still planted 
there up until the 1980s by a few farmers, then production stopped. 33 Recently, two farmers in the Clarksburg 
area started planting small amounts of tobacco again. 3' 

Tobacco's heyday has come to an end both in Maryland and Montgomery County. In 2001, the state offered a 
buyout to Maryland's tobacco farmers in return for growers agreeing never to plant tobacco again. Many farm­
ers took the offer.3> In 2009, the General Assembly voted unanimously to abolish the State Tobacco Authority, 
which was established in the 1940s to conduct auctions at warehouses so that farmers could get the best prices 
for their tobacco crops. The last tobacco warehouse was in Hughesville, Maryland, and the last auction took 
place in 2006.36 The remaining tobacco house in the Upper Patuxent is no longer in use today. Farm statistics 
tell the tale of tobacco's demise in Montgomery County: in 1850, the County produced 426,995 pounds of 
tobacco, in 1945, 70,112 pounds, and in 1997, noneY 

Montgomery County's tobacco monoculture reached its low ebb about 1830. In response, Quakers in Sandy 
Spring started experimenting with scientific farming methods and helped introduce new farming tools, tech­
niques, and fertilizers. They also formed the first agricultural societies to help disseminate farming knowledge. 38 

Farmers of German and Scots-Irish descent started moving down from Pennsylvania and Frederick, bringing 
with them a more diversified and sustainable agriculture. Slowly wheat and groins began to replace tobacco 

28 The Tax Assess;--'ent of 1783 was cornmjss~oned by the Mory!ond State Legislature to levy taxes on the counties '0 help defroy Revolutionary Vvor costs. T'le 
Assessment collected infor;:;otion about the soil and land, housing! forrri saves, demograph:cs" ond wealih. See MSA ···'5·1161 ond Borneit, 

185, 189, 190. Barnet! asserts that the 'obocco houses were log or frame, apparently based on the 1783 Assessmect. However, there are no 
tobacco houses 'n Montgo:":"',ery County. 

29 MacMaster ana Hiebert, op. cit., 116, citing Eawara C. Papen'use, In Pursuit of Profi! Maryland: Johns Hopkins UniverSIty Press, 1969), 

page 21 7, and G. Mevin Herndon, Tatham ond the Cu:ture of Tobacco (Miami, University of Mia~1 Press, 1969), ooge 200. 

30 Ibid. 

3] tV\acMaster and Hieber, op. cit., page 125. 

32 rH.S. Boyd, Tne of Mon:gomery CO"cty Maryland (Westmnsier, MarylMd: Heritage Books. Inc., 2001; orlginaily p"blished:n Clarksburg, Mary· 

land, 1879), pages 119 44. 

3,1 Telepi"'Jone conversation with Jere:":"'y Criss, Montac)merv COU'ity Departme"1t of Economic Development, AorlCUllurOI Services Division, June 24, 2009; 

teephone conversation wil1 Douglas Tregoning, of Mary ana College of AgriCulture and Natl,ral Mory:ond Cooperative Extension, July 1, 

2009. 


Ibo. 
35 Notional Trust for Historic Preservation, "11 Mos':" Endange"'ec - Tobacco Borils of Soufhern at 

sites/sites/sou,ocrn-region/. retrieved June 25,2009. See also Cecil H. Yancy Jr., "Buyout farm 
Press, April 9, 2004, at http://southeostformoress.com/new/moryjond~buyout/, reVeved July 
36 Christy Goodman, "Dem:se of Tobacco A@encyCloses in History," The Wasoington Post, April 16, 2009. 

Nationa: Statisks SeoJice, Ceosvs of Agr:cviture: 1850, 1950, 1997, at http://www.ageensvs. 37IJnited Stotes Departmect 
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as the predominant crops, and more frui t trees and livestock were introduced . fam il y. operated forms replaced 
forms dependen t on sla ve labor. Grist, cider, and saw mill s were erected to serve the needs of the new forming 
commundy. By the eody 1900s, large mu lt i·purpase bank barns had become common features in th e land· 
scope.l'1 

F J 

By the late 18005, forming advances greatly Increased the sad producflvity of the County's small farms.These 
advances incl uded better crop rotation, deeper plowing, cheaper and more widespread use o f fertili zers, 
and use of steam powered plan ting and harvest ing machinery. Nevertheless, small farmers in Montgomery 
Coun ty and the Upper Patuxent faced increaSing competit ion from la rge wheat and caltle producers in the 
America n west. Local farmers lost their markets, were eventuall y paid not to grow wheat, and mills decl ined. In 
th e 1920s, new advances allowed Mon tgomery's small fa rmers to move Into dairy forming . Th ese advances 
included rood improvements, refrigerated trucks and ralicars, and building technologies that enabled the con· 

··ostruction of economical and sanitary da iry faci lities. The gambrel-roofed dairy born wi th attached milkhouse 
become the newest barn to enter the landscape. By 1954, there were 306 dairy farms in the Cou ntyY Dairy 
forming in Ihe County dedned thereafter, as herds were reduced by dISease In Ihe 1950s . Skyrocketi ng land 
values in the I 960s and a lederal buyout of dairy larms In Ihe 1980s also encouraged fo rmers to sel l their land 
and herds ond get out of dairy fo(ming .~2 

Today, Montgomery County 's form economy inciudes ma jor crops of corn , wheal, hoy, and soybeans!J The 
equine Industry plays on increaSing role. Horse lessons , boarding, and training ore provided ot Ridgefield, the 
Site of th e Alfr",d Bcker House (15, ). One ol lhe County 's lost fi ve operaling dairy larms may be fou nd 
at Ih e Colol1,,1 lyd.. Griffilh/Merhle Warfield Farm I 5,27), now known as Bobble Brooke Fo rm. The 
Molesworth Surd.." .. Farm (15/5) , now known as Rock Hi !l Orchard. produ ces fl owers, Iru il. and veg­
elables and has a plck-your-own opera ti on and form markel. The Caplain Clagett-Hillon Farm (15/9) . 
now known as Dusty Hill Form, produces beef, hoy, and strow. 

, 5/ 9 Captain Clogelf-Hllton farm, 28055 Ridge Road 

39 Coy,cch, IKe lty], op CIt ., pages 9 -10 See o lso Ro bert J BnJgger, Morylond: 0 MIddle Temperome nl 1634 - 19BO {Boillmore. The Johns HopkIns Unlyers lty 
PreH, 1988), poge 69. 
40 Andreo Rec.:;ck, Mo(o;go"Tle ry County in Ihe Eo rly Twenlo<'j lh CM lury. A Sh....:!y 0 1 H,slorlCol ond Archite<; luro; Themts, ( ompeted lor lhe Monlgome ry County 
HI~lon( PI ~~ : "Voho n Co mmIssIon ond the Morylo nd HlitOlico Tru't, Silver Spron; Morylo nd, December 198 7, pcges 1·2 11'111'11:. c.:hople r ~Twent ieth Ce mury 
Borns In Montgomery County.~ 
.\ Montgomery County Deponmenl 01 Econo mIC Dtlvelo pmenr - Ag nLul1urol ServIces, rorm Cho roc\e ro ~1 1 c~ - Monlgome,.., Co unty _ 1949 . 2007, relrieved 
Augusl 6. 2010 rrom I1tlp://www mon~omerycolJn tymd.gov/conte n tfdtrdlogsl!'rvlC~/pc l! ! '~/ogdoto 1949·2007 pdt 
11 Rebe:ck, op col, poge 7. 
43 Montgomery Co unty Deport menl of Econom ICDeve lopmenl - Agr;c\l I'uoul St;o l...... l .... , Agroc ... lurol Foct Sheet for Mon lgorrery Coun ly Mory lorod, December 
2009, retneved August 6, 2010 from http://www monlgomerycour,lyrml gOY/ogJlmpl osp\'url=oIConrent/DEO/AgSer"'J lces/og locls.osP 
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Settlement Patterns 

Forming proctices influenced seniemenl patterns . The 18th centu ry se ttlement patterns of the Upper Patuxent 
reflect the predominance of tobacco, and 19th and 20th century settlement poHerns reflect 0 diversified agri­
cul tu ral economy. 

b 1 '-I ',) ) 

In the second half of th e 1 700s, as polents were filed In Ihe Upper Poluxent ond land become available for 
purchase and rent, planters from southern Maryland slowly arrived to lake up tobacco forming. Planters had 
been reluclonllo toke up th is bockcounlry land because It was hill y, remole, and hod poor occess to markets 
and tobacco inspection warehouses. Those who come lived hardscrabble lives. They formed small trocls, lived 
in one or two-room log dwellings, and buill most o f the.r outbuildings o f log as well. The few sloves they hod 
also lived In simple log dwellings near the planter's own dwelling . Roods were primiti ve and few. Bridle paths, 
ridge llnes, native trails , and rivers functioned as trave l corridors as the road network developed . When roods 
were laid, they often ron along rid gelin es . Dwelling hou ses were originally oriented towa rd rivers, reflecting 
their importance in doily life . This o ri entation continued through the Civil War. Farmstead s were isolated from 
one another. 

There ore few buildings and slructures left in Ihe Upper Poluxenl from Ihe second holf of Ihe 1 700s ond few re· 
cords o f residents. Many residents were tenant formers , and their leases were private matters between individu­
als, not recorded fo r postenty. Three of the earliest known formers in the Upper Patuxent a re William, Ezekiel , 
ond Jacob Moxley, Ihe three sons o f Nehemiah Moxley of Elk Ridge (Ihen in Anne Aru ndel County, now in 
Howard Counly)" Nehemiah purchased port of Friendship fo r hIS sons in 1783. Friendship (10/1 ), a form 
on the wes t side of Kemplown Road 01 its junction with Ridge Rood probably dotes from Ihal ti me and has been 
in the possession of William M oxley and his descendon ts for eight generations. 

) I I· ~I E: I 

In the 19th and 20th cen tu nes, as forming practi ces evolved to include groins and dairy forming and new 
induslnes were in troduced, seHlement paHerns become more complex. New elements were added 10 the land­
scape . The seHlement paherns of this era are strongly In eVidence today. The various elements of the 19th and 
20th century landscape and their siting ore described in sections below. 

Industry 

Mills, established al ong majo r waterways, acted as loca l landmarks and community gathering places, espe­
cia lly before villages or town s hod developed. The earl iest mill in the Upper Patuxent area was Pigman's Mill , 
which opened on the Patuxent River in the late 1790s. Later kno wn as Marshberger's Mill, it become a bound­
ary poinl for the Cracklin Di stricl , a new eleclian district laid out in 1821 . Mullinix Mill (15/14) was buill in 
the 1870s, probably on or near the same site. The opera tion included a grist mil l, sow mill , and cider mill and 
served people from laytonsville, Damascus, and Ga,thersburg . M ull iniX Store 11 5/ 14), which included a post 
oHi ce, was built nearby on M ullinix M ill Rood and operated until the 1930s. Harold Mullinix, Sr. remembered 
that in the early 1900s, the store was busier than the shops in Damascus at Christmaslim e. The mil l burned 
down In 1913 and the slore in April 2000. The other known mill in the Upper Paluxent areo was Duval's Sow 
and Grisl Mill , shown on Ihe 1865 Martenel and Bond Map, fl onking both sides of the Paluxen l River near Ihe 
Cofollellyde Griffith/Merhle Warfield Farm (15 27) . little is known aboullhi s mill operation. 

Sleam engines helped spell the end of mills. However, on Ihe Fohrney Branch , a worm weed mil l (10( 4) was 
built in 1939 Ihal used a steam engine . This mi ll was located on Ihe John Moxley Form (10/3) on Kemp. 
town Rood . This mill was still in use in 1978, but no longer stands. 

H All:e May Mo~ ley Budon, Nehemloh Mo~ ley. H,s CiogeHsvilie Sam emf ~,r Dl:.$ct.r'llonr ~ (BookCrofler"S Chelsea, M lch'gon, 1989). 
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As the road network developed through the 1800s and early 1900s, blacksmiths located themselves at key 
junctions to serve trovelers. Early maps indi cote there were blacksmith shops at Penn Shop Rood and Ridge 
Road, Kemptown Rood and Ridge Rood in Cloget1sville, in Damascus, and 01 Damascu s Rood and Laytonsville 
Road. Local trad ition holds that the Hipsley-Hawki ns property at 24220 Laytonsville Road included the black­
smith shop ot this last junction (within the Etchison H.sloric Dislrkt (15129)) . 

_ r ~ ITe TiJ 

In the 18305, serpentine deposits were discovered around Etchi son, and chrome min es were opened on the 
property of Colonel Lyde Griffith (15127) . Chrome mines were eventually also opened on a confronting 
property on the south side of Damascus Rood . Th iS episode in the Upper Patuxent's hi story is commemorated in 

the nome of the nearby Chrome M ine Road . 

Communities~:-.TI:...L_:~ ...-=---=: ~-- ~=-.:-= . -.... 3:. ) _ - -= 
Many Upper Patuxen t communities grew around well -travelled intersections. Et(:hl50n (15,1 29), once known 

as Ragtown, is a good example of a crossroads community. By the 1880s, Etchison hod a blacksmith shop, 
church, one-room schoolhouse, stores! a post office In one of the stores, and residences . ClageNsvllie 
(15/3) was a kin ship community largely populated by Moxley and Easton families that devel oped around 
the MDntgomery Chape Methodist PrDtestant Church (15/8-1 and 15/8), a blacksmith shop, 
stores, one-room schoolhouse, and 0 post office. The histories of Clagettsville and Etchison a(e discussed in 
more detail later in this document. The small community of M ull inix Mill developed araund a mill and a sto re 

with a posl office. A community named Bootjack developed around a store of the some nome allong Corner 
Rood and Damascus Rood. This store no longer stands. Bootlack took its name from the triangular intersec­
lion, shaped like the old-fashioned bootjacks used to help peopl e rem ove their boots. Just outside the Upper 
Patuxent, in the settlement that became Damascus, James Whiffing had a dwelling, store, blacksmith shop, and 
stables on the site by 1814. 

Linear vtllage form with surrounding farmland, Clogettsvi/ie (Pidomefry, 2008) 
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Dwelling lo ts in these communities were carved from farmland that lined the street. Communities developed 
a linear form, wi th open farmland as the backdrop . Extensive kinship l ies developed as family members lived 
slde-by-side for generahons, building new dwellings as needed In favored local styles of the time. linear vil­
lages typify Montgomery 's up-County rural communihes. 

Friendship is another community within the Upper Patuxent. Located 10 the south of Clagettsville and cen­
tered near Holsey Rood and Ridge Road, it exhibits the Ilneorio rm described above. Named for Friendship 
(1011)' the form to the north, it had Its origins as a bla ck community. One of its earli est dwellings, perhaps 
doting to the I 830s, is the Inez Zeigler McAbee House (15/116) on Holsey Rood. Trad ition holds that this 
dwelling was built on land conveyed in 1835 to John Ho lsey, a black former, by Asbury Mullinix, once a major 
slaveholder on Long Corner Rood. The Holseys and other Afncon Americans who settled in the Vicinity were 
known to be slaves on the Asbury M ulliniX plantation (15/ 1 I) . Friendship also includes Friendship C hurch 
(1 5/1 15) on Ridge Road, With groves dating to 1885. The community wos once also known as Rozorblade. 

Another Afri can-American community was Moxleyvdle /10/ 2), also known as Zelglertown , located northwest o f 
C lagensville on the north side of Moxley Road. Moxleyville's log dwelling houses were built In a hollow off the 
road, at various angles to one another, on steeply sloped, obviously less preferable lots. These buildings no 
longer stand. Members or th e Zeigler family were kn own to have lived live there, later moving to Friendship. 
Giles Eoston and Miles Smith conveyed lond to Dock and Sarah Zeigler In 1884. Moxleyv ill e also moy have 
been a com muni ty of freed slaves. 

Log House, Moxleyville (1012), c1970, remove d from the Locollonol Atlas 

Schools, churches, and stores occupied vanous types of sites. Schools and churches were prom inently sited in 
the landscape. Some one-room schoolhouses were located wi thin crossroads communities, though not on the 
most prominent corner si tes. Examples include the Ragtown School (later ca ll ed Etchison School) in Etchison, 
an unnamed "colored " school in Etchison whose exacllocotlon is unknown, and the Clagettsv ille School (for 
white children) In Clagettsvill e. Another example is the Afri ca n-American school in Friend ship, known at vari­
ous times as the Razorblade, Friendhship, or Clagettsv ille School. This school was located diagonally across 
the street from and south 01 Friendship Church. Children in Fnendship could not aMend the nearby school in 
Clagettsville due to segregati on. None of these schools remain. Some schools stood alone on whatever lots 
generous formers would provide, o ften si ted on hil lcresls for prominent visibility. Examples include the Mt. 
L.,banon School (1 Sf 117). now a residence at the bend 01 MulliniX Mill Road . M I. Radnor School stood 
slightly outside of Planning Area 15. south 01 Friendsh"p and at the bend of Ridge Rood where it in tersects G ue 
Rood, in Planning Areo II . 
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Churches localed at crossroads Include 
Montgomery Chapel Mell,odisl ProleSlanl 
Church (15/8-1 and 15/8) and th e MI. Tabor 
Methodisl Episcopal Church (15/29-1) . 
Other churches were located on individual lots 
distant from town, ohen on 0 hill o r at a visibl e 
spot. Examples include the Mt. Lebanon Methodist 
Protestant Church (15/ 20), situated on 0 ri se at a 
bend in Damascus Road. and the old MI. Lebonon 
MethodISt Episcopal Church. no longer standing, 
situaled a t a bend and on a rise on Mull inix Mill 
Rood. The latter chu rch was once known as Ben­
ton's Church and was the earliest church in the Up ­
per Patuxent, dating from 1822. Brown's Chapel, a 

O riginol EtchIson Store, bUIll cl876 log building datIng from the 1840s that no longer 
stands, was sltuoled at a bend in rood on Brown's 
Church Rood, now within Patuxent State Pork . 

Stores were sometimes located 01 crossroads, such 
as to Etchison (15;29). but often were simply 
sited along the road among residences. Two stores 
in Clagett.ville (15/8) along Kemptown Rood 
ore good examples: the Harvey M oxley Store ot 
28314 Kemptawn Road and th e Wi ll ie B. Moxley 
Store at 284 16 Kemptown Road. 80th have now 
been converted to residen ces. 

In contrast to dwel lings of the time, which were 
usually side-gabl ed, schools, store s, ond churches 
in the Upper Patuxent usually exhibited a simple, 
one-and-a-hal! story front· gabled form th rough 
the 19th and early 20th centuries. MI. L..banon 
M..lhodi.1 Proleslanl Church (15{20). MI. 

Mullin ix Store, which was operoling by the early) 9005 Lebanon S,hool (15/117) (now a resi dence). 
and the two stores on Kemptown Road mentioned 

::iiI-	 ........".... - above are examples. A front. gabled bui lding at the 
~ /- corner of RIdge Road and Holsey Rood may have 

been a store for the Fnendship community. These 
front-gabled bUildIngs were eIther log or frame. 
Log persisted as a building material into the early 

-: 	 19th century. Brown's Chapel (no longer standing) 
on Brown's Church Rood was a good example of 
a front-gabled log building. Mt. Lebanon Method­
ist Episcopol Church, no longer standing, was 0 

front-gabled log building covered by clapboard 
and eventually used as the first building for the Mt. 

i.. 	 Lebanon School. Two stores no longer standing, 
the MullinIX Store (1 5/ 14) and the original Etchison 

.. 	 Store at the corner of Laytonsvil le and Damascus 
Roads in the Etchisan Historic Distric t (15/29). were 
frame front-gabled buildings wi th overshot roofs. 

MI. Lebanon MethodIst EpIscopal Church 
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At first. farm families had family cemeteri es within their 
properties, often marked by a grave of trees, and 
usually at some dIstance from the farmstead. Some 
family markers have been observed within apen form 
fields. It is unknown whether they were originally planted 
in apen fields or the trees have died or been removed. 
Grove markers s·11 in on open field at the John Moxley 
Farm 10/3) . In the third quarter of the 19th century, 
as new church buildings were erected /0 replace o lder 
log structures, land was provided for adjacent 
cemeteries. Cemetery associations affiliated with the 
churches maintained the cemeteries, ensuring better core 

of groves. A slave cemetery was kn own to exist on the Tombstones, John Mo)(/ey Form (10/ 3) 
farm at Friendship (10/1 in the woods to th e rear of 
the house, separate from the Maxley family cemetery in 
on open field elsewhere on the form. The groves in slave 
cemeteries were often unmarked or the markers were of 
wood and diSintegrated over time . 

Farmstead layouts in the Upper Patuxent remained fairly 
uniform th roughout the 19th and early 20th centuri es, 
as discussed below. New types of agricultural buildings 
were introduced as tobacco forming was supplemented 
by gra'n and li vestock farming ,n Ihe 19th and early 
20th cen tury and dairy forming in the second quarter af 
Ihe 20th centu ry. Farmsleads, i.e. the buildings and Ihe 
immediately adlacent land, were often set for off the 
rood where lot size allowed. Buildings and outbuildings 
were generally clustered within a three- to 1 O-acre area. 
The pre-Civil War dwelling house was oriented toward 
the stream thai crossed the property. Past Civi l War 
dwellings o r additions to dwellings faced roods. 
Generally, the view af the dwelling house from the rood 
was unimpeded by form or domeslic outbuildings. Trees 
often sheltered the dwelling house and domestic Molesworih-BurdeNe Form (15/5) with Ridge Rood in th e lower right 

outbu ildings. 

Domesilc outbuildings such as dairy houses, smoke lor meat) houses, and summer kitchens were clustered 
near the dwelling house on the sides or rear, with their doors foo ng the dwelling house. This arrangement 
enabled easy surveillance. Chicken coops (poultry houses) , woodsheds, and other miscellan eous small 
outbuildings were o ften clustered, usually fa rther from the dwelling house than the domesti c outbuildings. 
Chicken coops hod a var'lety of orientations, perhaps to create the best lighting and temperature conditions 
for the b·lrds. Few privies remain. The three observed were either freestanding or attached to poultry houses. 
The two privies oHached at poult ry houses were found at the Molesworth-Burdette Farm (15/5) and 
8a.il Warfield Farm (15/73). The first was wood, Ihe second te rracoHa. The freestanding privy was 
found 01 the Wal te r and Ida AllnuH House a t 6920 Damascus Rood in the Etchison Hisloric District 
(15!29) and lacaled behind the dwelling house 01 some distance. Th" privy was repuled to have come 
from Ihe Etchison School. Spring houses usually were localed on Ihe edge 01 a sl ream or pond . If Ihe farm 
hod a w'lOdmill that could pump water from the spring 10 the spring house, Ihe spring house was located 
close to and fac ing the dwelling house. 
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Privy oHoched 10 chicken coop, Mo/esworth-BurdeHe Form ( '5/ 5) 

Spring House, Friendship ( 10/ ' ) 

Few tobacco barns or tobocco houses, as they 
were known locally, remain on farmsteads in the 
Upper Patuxent. Known examples were or are 
located close to the moin road, such as Brown's 
Tobacco HOlls!! (15/7), no long er standing, on 
Ridge Rood above ClogeHsvilie. In Ihe 1930s nu­
merous tobacco houses were clustered around the 
intersection of Mullinix Mill Rood and long Corner 
Road. Tobacco barns were one of the few form 
buildings not clustered near the dwelling house. A 
tobacco born was usually a one -and-a-holf story, 
gabled log s"uclure wilh a steeply pitched roof, 
daubing and chinking between logs, a low rect­
angular entrance on one side, and multiple levels 
of interior cross poles on which to hang laths or 
spears of tobacco stalks . Fire was the most hkely 
method 01 curing the tobacco leaves. Only a hand­
ful o f tobacco barns remain in Ihe County, and 
only one in the Upper Patuxent- the 
Brandenburg Tobacco House on the 
ClageN-Brandenburg Farm (15 / 16) . This 
barn IS the County's finest standing of a tobacco 
house and is situated right on MulliniX Mill Road. 

Bank barns were given pride of place on the 
farmstead. They were built on a monumental scale 
previously unknown and usually were prominently 
situated to the side of the house and within clear 
view of road. An example, no longer standing, 
was the bonk born at the Becraft Farm (1 Sf6) . 
Bank barns become common features in the 19th 
century as grains and livestock replaced or supple­
mented tobacco. Buill to be multi-purpose, bonk 
barns hod livestock stables on the lower levels and 
threshing floors, granaries, and lofts for hoy and 
groin an the upper levels. If possible, they were 
bonked into hill sides to allow a wagon to enter 
the upper level Via a ramp. or a ramp was bui lt up 
to allow entry. Existing bonk barns may be found 
on many of the surveyed resources in the Up­
per Patuxent, including Friendship (l 0(1), the 
Molesworth-Burd..Ne Form (15/5) , and the 
Shipley-Mullinix Farm (15/13) . Corncribs 
and dual corncrib/ granaries usually sol within 
close proximity of the bonk borns, as did carriage 
houses. 

Dairy barns and associated milk houses were 
usually situated near bonk barns. Dairy barns 
were burlt on level ground, With stables in the 
form 01 stanchions (posts) lor dairy caHle on the 
ground floor and hoy storage in the spacious loft 
above. These 20th century borns' large lofts under 
gambrel roofs were mode possible by new self-sup­
porting truss sys tems. They also featured concrete Brandenburg Log Tobocco House (15/16) 
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blocks, a new building material from the 1920s. Concrete block 
could be hosed down and cleaned more easily than the old 
wood borns, allowing formers to meet improving sanitation r 
equirements. Silos ore often found near the borns. The Basil 
Warfield farm' 15. 73) shows thIS com bination of bonk 
born, dOlry barn, milk house and si lo, as does the Warthan 
Day Farm (15/19) . Both forms have terraco~a sdos, which 
ore unusua l In the Upper Patuxent . 

Tenonl houses were often localed 01 a distance from the 
dwell ing house and farmstead . At the Shipley-Mull rli Farm 
(15,13 ), the lenont house is located near a stream severol 
hundred feet away from the mOln dwelli ng, and ol lhe Basil Bonk born, ClogeH-Brondenbvrg Form ( 15/ J6) 
Warfield Farm (15113) the tenanl house is on the for edge 
of the property, close to the rood . 

Although the Slave Census of 1867 indicates that there were 
slaves liVing in the Upper Potuxent region (e.g., on Caroli ne 
Etch ison's farm, now known as th e Sarah 8n:mdenburg 
Farm (15/17) , no struclures defini tively documented as slave 
quarters were identified . In the upper County, slave quarters 
were usually located near the main dwelling house. sometimes 
in separate dwellings but often in the lofts of summer kitchens 
and a ttached kitchen additions (e .g. at the Lewis -Otis Haines 
House (10/ 30) on Prices Dis ti llery Rood in C larksburg). No 
evidence of these exists ,n the Upper Patuxent, possibly because 
by th e Civil War, the community's strong Methodist roots mode Dairy born, silos, bonk born, Basil Warfield Form (15173) 

slavery less prevalent there. 

A few of the Upper Patuxent farmsteads with a comprehensive 
array of domestic and agricultural outbuildings include 
Frierldship (10/1), Ihe Molesworth Burdette Farm 
(15/5), Ihe Basil Warfield Form (15/73), the 
Clagett-Brandenburg Farm and Tobacco House 
(15/16) , and the Sa<ah Brandenburg Farm (l5/17j . 

Trompor1allon 

The rood and bridge network in the Upper Patuxent developed 
;n response to settlement pressures to the north and the south . 
To the north, the German s, Sco ts-Insh, SwiSS, and English , wh o 
In th e 1730s se~led in the Monocacy Volley near what become Form loyovt, (1 5/73) 

Frederick Town, started pushing east and south toward the 
backcountry areas around what become New Market and the 
heads of the Patuxent and Patapsco Rivers. To the south, 
Chesapeake tobacco planters pushed north and west across the 
Patuxent in the search for still fertile tobacco lands. By the time 
Frede rick County was established In 1748, these sett lers 
required better access to courthouses, ports, lawmakers, mills, 
and markets. Public roads slowly developed to connect 
Frederick Town, Annapoli s, and Baltimore. 

reftonl House, Shlpley-Mullmix Fo(m ( 151 13). c 1970 (Mike 
Dwyer) 
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Records show that by 1739, on east-west rood developed north of the Upper Patuxent The rood connected 
the orea around Monococy Ford (near the site of Fredenck Town) to present-day Poplar Springs through 
plac es now known as McKaig, New London, and M1. Airy, This rood was one of the earl iest east-west roods 
in what become Fred erick Cou nty,45 Eventually known as the Monocacy-Annapolis Rood, the rood was 
south of present-day O ld Baltimore Road _ 

F 


In the Upper Patuxent orea, proxlm,ty 10 the Monocacy-Annapolis Rood and other developing east-west 
roods meant access 10 Frederick Town to Ihe west, the site of the new county courthouse, and access to Bal­
timore and the Potapsco River landing to the east. Elk Ridge Landing was a pori town near Baltimore estab­
li shed in the 1750s. Tobocco plante rs could ro ll their hogsheads (barrels) of tobacco onto newly constructed 
wharves and directly into shi ps deshned for overseas locations, allowing access to overseas markets th at 
favored Moryland tobacco. The roods used for roning hogsheads to markets were known as rolling roods. 

Edward Busey, a carpenter, chose on advantageous site when he patented " Block Walnut Plains" above 
present-day Clagettsville. Records show thaI pnor to the Revolut ion ary War, a rood developed In that area 
con necting Frederick Town to Annapolis via the Upper Patuxen1. This rood branched south off the devel­
oping east- west (oads to the norih . A portion of the rood connect,ng Frederick Town to Annapolis v,a the 
Upper Patuxent ron fight in front of Busey's property and is currentl y referred to as Kemptown Rood (Route 
80) . Court records from 1767 refer to Bucey 's Raad'~ and the nome is repeated (under various spellings) 
in polent and deed records mto the 1800s for properties near Kemptown Rood. The rood may have been 
named fo r Edward Busey, who for years was the only potent holder in th,s area . Bucey's Rood is one of the 
ear liest roods in Montgomery C ounty, and one o f Its most important. It runs in port along Parr 's Ridge and 
the Southeast Ridge.' 

Busey was one of th e signers of a 1742 petition requesting that Governor Bladen create a new county 
(Frederick) from the upper reaches 0/ Prince George's County:11 Busey patented Block Wal nut Plains on 
October 27, 1748, a mere two months be fore the eHective do te of the oct establishing Frede ric k County 
(December 10, 1748)" When he speculatively resurveyed Bl ock Walnut Plains in 1757to include 1,420 
acres, he may hove been en suring control over the land where the noscent Fred erick-Annapolis rou te was 
developing. 

In 17 74, on Act of the M aryland Assembly identified th e road from Frederick Town to Annapo lis as one 
of eight principa l market roods in Anne Arundel, Baltimore, and Frederi ck Counties that need ed improve­
menl. 49 The rood led from Annapolis to New Market, then through Monrovia, Kemptown, Clagettsv ille, 
Damascus, Etchison, Unity, and Sunshine to Green's Bridge over the Patuxent, following todoy 's Kemptown 
Rood (Route 80), Ridge Rood (Route 27), Damascus Rood (Route 108), New Hampshire Avenue (Route 
650) , and Green's Bndge Road. ~o Green's Bridge was one of two bridges over the Patuxent authorized by 
the March 1749 court ." 

4~ Plot Mo p 01Mullmlx Mill Rood (weS I) 01 It s ,..;rz loon With 0 ;:" ';'( u' Rood, 5howlng MI Le ba non M2£tlng HCU$eRood Plo ' and Cen'/'Cale, STS 3/221· 

223, Nove mber 13, 1847 (www.MdlorodRec ne l) 

46 Joynle W. Payne, "H'ghl'gnls of EoHY Da mascus Areo Hlslo ry, O 'd Q uaker Rood, Bvf!o lo Rood," In The Montgome ry Counly Story (Montgome ry County 

H,storocol Societ y· Vol IX, Na 4, Augu~ 1 1966), page 6. 

~7 Maryland Siore Papers No. I, The Black floch, 3 '9 (Porllo l,o); para 454 ,n the Cal endar, as quoted ,n Tracey a nd Dern, op. CII. , fXlge 370. The petl ' 

t,on Signed by Edward Busey was doled Oc::tobe' \ 6 , 1742 

ole Funhe r research IS needed to determine if Edward Busey ever lived on 8la c:: k Wa:nut P!ajr~ fen_ SCo.I rc:: e ,nd ,cotes Ihot the 1768 F,~denck County Debl 

Books In the Maryl and S'ate Archives 01 MSA SC 285 1 I's i 8 lJ!iey 0;' occup~ n: o( both B!.xk W::r ll"ovr \100 acre!!) and Resurvey of Timberland (1 36 acres)) , 

As 0 c::orpEl nter, Busey may hove hoped 10 obtai n work b.i,h;l,n9 Ihe rood from Fll!denck 10 Anna f:d l ~ tha t ron " fra nl of h,s land. He may hove had 

eXJ::e flenc::e: Mary land coun records ;nckOle ,hat a tlhe June 17d9 term, an ~ I::-d ""'c fd 8e...s,e" was oU1norited to bUild a bridge 01 Rod: Creek, did so. and 

pe totooned lo r '"!'lore money t;",cauie Ihe br'dg/j was 10n9E'r lha" he e ~~ct~d, but h,s reques ' was denied. See St~ori, o p. col. ,Volume I, page 43 7 

49 Archives oi Moryland O nl.ne, Proceedings a n.j At:h. 01 1h6 GG l'IIJml Asamblv, Odabe r 1773 to Apnl 1774; Vo lume 64, Pages 394 10 40 I ; Act No. 

21 An Acl Re lohng I0 1he PUOl le Road; In An" An.,"I <.: e, Bollo rno,e D"d frl,dono,; Counl les; Aprd 18, 1774 ; 01 hnp.//oomol nel/OOOOOI/00006d/htmi! 

am6 4--394. hrml, relrie~d May 24, 20J 1 

$0 Payne, op. CII ,cil ng the S'ote Road Comm', ~ ' on Operat;ng Repot! for lhe FIli UlI Ye lJn 1957·58. 

~, Richard $rc ,..,den '1 1, a lso known ~ H,i,e youngtl.:N ond 'he "lror.mO'lttl' · f~r "' s ro '8 j!', t:ltpand'ng IhO') Sno",dllln IT:>n wo,k~ ' n Pnnce Gev -ge's Counly, 

pe1illoned for the com' r...clion af 1,..... two b ':C ge~- or,e ove r Ric::ho,d Gr-e",.fs ~ ,>.a and Ih~ olher over Pe t~ · Murphy's Ford They were the Il rst TWa bridges 

av!!:r t~ Po~u~ ", ," a nd the ll 1749 do'eo Indlcotes t-.owearly tr e cor ~C'(t 'l"I9 rood network was devello plng . Snowden may ha ve needed the brodges 10 trons_ 

PO" "r::r ,d wood~ 10 'vel hl!i IranWOrXS, ThC:O -.Jgh G~en's Bro~e is no l o~ger ,r, \li4, dve 10 rhe co" stfL>!: tion 01Tnodelphlo Dam, ,.oel'an, of II sh ll (io l' l rh~ 


Pc ·.v~ent Ri ve r r.anh of 8righlor. Dam Rood. See Schon, ap.Clr " page 437 
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The 1774 Act appointed Henry Ridgely as one of the supervisors of the porti on of the Fredellck-Annapoli s 
roule tho I ran eost from the Poluxenl River. In 1760, he patented the land Ihol Edward Busey hod resur­
veyed in 1757 (colling it Friendship), and hence Ridgely hod control over both the northern portions of the 
Frederick-Annapolis route in the Upper Patuxent and the southern port ions in Anne Arundel. 

Th e road from Frederick Town to Annapolis appears to hove been the only publi c rood in the Upper Patux­
en t for many years. Quakers used it in the 1800s to travel from their seHlemenlS in Monrovia which IS 

northwest of the Upper Patuxen t, 10 Quaker seHlemenls in Anne Arundel and southeast to Annapolis. The 
road became known as the Quaker Rood In the 1800s and later, the Old Quaker Road. Petitions were 
made in the 1820s to make it a toll rood. 

.. I ~ .1. ' ..'. , ,. ,~ •. " '__ ...1. I ,,/ .. 1 ... VI.. , 

The east· west roads to the north of the Upper Patuxent saw heavy use and by the early 18005 had become 
(uHed, Hooded, and 01 limes impassable. Increasingly frustrated, residents submiHed petitions demanding 
rood improvements. In 1804, the Maryland General Assembly authomed creati on o f a series of publiC turn ­
pikes, Including the Fred erick-8altimore Turnpike. By 1830, both the Frederick·80ltimore Turnpike and the 
8&0 Railroad ron through MI. Airy, a new settlement on Parr's Ridge. The Frederick-Baltimore Turnpike, via 
o ther new state turnpikes, ultimately connected to the National Rood from Cumberland to OhiO. The B&O 
Railroad also ulhmately ron to Ohio. Both these rou tes, located north of the Upper Patuxent area, were 
constructed to enhance Ball imare's viability as a port for goods from America's in tenor. The Notional Rood 
was the notion's first federal highway and the first rood to use the new MacAdam surfaCing. 

c _ ~.... ' . ~ . ~. J L 

Secondary roods were established In the Upper Patuxent as th e population and economy grew and residents 
required access to new turnpikes and railroads. 

Th e Buffalo Rood (1829) (Upper Ridge Rood) was port of a proposed fed eral rou te linking Buffalo, New 
York to New Orleans via Washington D.C. 52 The federal government never bu il l the route, but Maryland 
built Its portion . In Maryland, the Buffalo Rood ron north from the junction o f todoy's Kemptown Road 
(Route 80) and Ridge Rood (Route 27) in ClogeHsville, then along the upper portion o f todoy's Ridge Rood 
(Route 27) in the Upper Patuxent, through MI. Airy, and on to Westminster in Carroll County. The Buffalo 

ligu~ 2, Pilot Map 0' Mullinix Mill Road lind Damascu. Road 

"Meeting House lot" ./,;:..#....... ...... ,~~ " . .". .. _~:--: ;' - -,. 


V/ t.1J 
i
/ 

/ , 

I r' "lebanon Meeting House" 
·r 

U"The Road from Damascus .~ "''' ~ ~ /-_ r .. , ~.. .. , . ...... .... . .. . : ..-c-•••• 


to Unity" 

"Duvall's House" 

. ', 

I 1 -: 
" / .-.' . . -., .. .. - .:... . . y ....:..,. :: 

. ..---.~---..- - --­

Plot mop of Mul!inix 
Mill Rood (west) at 
Its Junc/lon With 

Damascus Rood, 
shO\'oling 

MI. Lebonon 

Meeting House. 

S~ Poyne, op . crt, page 8. 
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Rood become an imporlant north-sou th road within Maryland, connecting formers and mills 10 MI. Airy 's 
new railroad depot and turnpike. Today, a porlion of the road dividing Frederick and Carroll County norlh 
01 MI. Airy is slill called the Buffal o Rood . 

Long Corner Rood (1834) connected Damascus Rood 10 M t. Airy and Ihe B&O Ra ilroad terminus through 
todoy 's M ull inix M ill area ond Howard Counly (then Anne Arundel Counly)" 

The weslern port ion of Mullinix M il l Road (1847) provided access from Mt. Lebanon Methodist Episcopal 
Church (15/1 17) 10 Damascus Road " Church-going peti tioners complained Ihat carriages could nol pass 
on the narrow lone that Ihen exisled. The eastern portion o f Mull inix Mill Road (1869) was authorized to 
allow " free access from one county to another, access to mills on the Patuxent River now building, and to 
allow ch urch attendan ce without in canvenlence. " 3~ 

Holterman Road (shown on th e 1865 Mortenet and Bond mop) allowed access to Duvall's Sow and Grist 
Mill. Ricka rd's Ford Rood, now known as Hipsley Mill Rood (1870), wos built because pelitioners hod "no 
means of getting to or from Warfield's Mill (known in Ihe I 880s as Hipsl ey Mill) in Howard County except 
over a very hilly private rood " '>6 

Annapolis Rock Road was one of the losl (oods bIJli -, authorized in 1927Y 

The panion 01 Ridge Road (Roule 27) from Domoscus 10 Frederick Road (Route 355) was no l aulhorized 
until 1865,58 and thus for many years, the Upper Patuxent had less access to the Montgomery County seat 
o f government in Rockville than it d id to Frederick Town, Annapolis, and Baltimore . Upper Potuxentlobocco 
was shipped via railrood to Baltimore rather than to Georgetown. 

figure 3 Detall, !Be2 Simon J. Martenet Map of earroll County (annotatadl 

Up-County roods leading to 
the Fredenck-Bo/timore 
Turnpike and the B&O 
Railroad, and local springs 
marking the headwaters of 
the Patapsco and Patuxent 
RIVers The Carroll County 
boundary is Incorrectly 
shaded and should run along 
Ihe Palapsco River west to 
Porr 's Spnng, following the 
doHed line to Ridge (Bu ffalo ) 
Rood and then running north 
oiong the rood through 
MI. A C)< 
(LIbrary of Congress) 

~J Rood P la ~ and Cer1,fiCOle, 8S6/542, Montgomery Counly lord Ri::'C: Drci ~ , at www MCtclldR~ t..r'et . 
~ ~ Road Pial and Cer1lf icote, STS 3/221, Mont go r"t"l ery CounlY l ond Records, at wwwMdl o l1Cliet: nel 
~ ~ Rood Piol orld Cer1 I'ira le, ESP 6/629, Mo ntgo mery Counly La nd Rec (; rd~ , 01 wwwMcl o'1d e..: .!"'tel. 
56 Road Piol orrd Ce r1 ,' icotc, ESP 7/493, Monlgo mery Courtlv La nd R<'!( o rd; ~ 01 www.MdLo ndRI:"C !"'tel 
57 G rea t Meadows. Potu~ent River, Pla~ 368, to Duva ll , GrIH"t- Mu '''n,x, :' n'(Ch;or, and james. F H fin n D!'h":r.mbar 22, 1927, MSA S 1249·8181, at ,""ww. 
plots .net in Mo nl gomery Counly CirCU li Court Lorrd Survey. Subd l v l ~ 'on.. OM Condominiurl"l PLJ ts 
58 Payne, op. ell., page 6. 
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Despite the Upper Patuxent's proximity to the B&O and the Frederick-Baltimore Turnpike, a 1912 survey 
noted that the Damascus region had very poor, unpaved, hilly roads and the worst access in the County to 
markets. 59 In 1914, the State started a program to connect counties with the port city of Baltimore. The 
program could not pave roads in incorporated towns. The incorporation of Damascus was dissolved to 
make way for the paving of Ridge Road (Route 27). This road connected to the Frederick-Baltimore Turn­
pike. The Ridge Road/Frederick-Baltimore Turnpike corridor was the first paved route between Washington 
and Frederick. 

Construction of paved roads had a great impact on local residents. Motie Cuthbertson, a former owner of 
Four Counties Farm at now deceased, remembered, 

In 1910, '11, '12, a blacktop road was put in from Damascus out past the house [now Route 27/ 
Ridge Road, once the Old Buffalo Road]. The water they used to put the road in was pumped from 
Parr's Spring by a gasoline engine. The road was built by immigrant labor, mostly Phillippinos and 
Italians. My father permitted the builders to put up shacks in the woods for the employees ... Before 
Damascus put in the blacktop in the early 1900s, it was just a mudhole. There was a wooden 
boardwalk instead of a sidewalk. As soon as roads were completed from the District of Columbia, 
people who worked in the government came out to live because Damascus was so well-liked .. We 
got electriCity about 1913 or '14. The poles that run the wires from Damascus to Mt. Airy were 
taken off this farm.60 

Once roads were paved, access to markets improved. In the mid 1920s, Damascus Road was paved. Dairy 
farms developed in the Upper Patuxent in the 1920s and 1930s because milk could be shipped in a timely 
manner by refrigerated truck on improved roads. In 1932, local Clagettsville farm women, along with oth­
ers, started the Montgomery Farm Women's Cooperative and have been driving their produce and goods 
to this historically-designated market in down-County Bethesda ever since. Damascus, just outside of the 
Upper Patuxent, thrived. 

Within four years of Henry Ford's introduction of his Model Tin 1908, there were one million registered 
cars in the country. By 1930, one in every five County residents owned a car. By around 1920, Hamilton 
Deets Warfield opened a service station in Clagettsville and soon expanded it to become the area's first 
Chevrolet dealership. He later moved it to Damascus and owned it for 56 years. Damascus Chevrolet still 
exists. 6 ' 

Farmers continued to use horse-drawn wagons until about 1920, when motor trucks were generally avail­
able. When was closed in 1934, J.H. Mullinix used a horse-drawn 
wagon as a school bus to bring children along Mullinix Mill Road to Damascus Road, where they waited for 
the school bus to bring them to the new school in Damascus. It was a commercial route: he charged the 
children a fee. Jeremiah Brandenburg remembers riding on the horse-drawn wagon, which was restored in 
the 1 980s and is featured in many Damascus area celebrations. 

59 A Rural Survey in Marylocd, Deport~eot of Chene" pod Coun'y Ue of Board 0; Home MiSSionaries of 'he Presbyteriac Cr,urch in the USA, Warren H. 
Wilson, Scpenntendeot, 1912. 

E",;ly Isberg, Sentine: StaH Wri-er, "Motie Cutnbertson Re~embers 'Good Old Days' at four Courties Farm," Sen'ine;, February 2, 1980. 
ollftlliam Neale Hur:ey, Ou, Maryland Her'age: The Warield Fami:ies (Westminster, Maryland: Her'tage Books, 1991), page 135. Telephone 
cocversctions cod ,cterview wi+ Allie Mae Moxley Buxtoo, 2008, by Sacdm You:a/M.NCPPC. 
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Methodism was a strong cultural and religious influence in the Upper Patuxent in the 19th and early 20th 
centuries. The only known churches from this era were Methodist Protestant or Methodist Episcopal 
churches. 

The Upper Patuxent's Methodist character may be explained by its proximity to New Windsor and Baltimore, 
key sites in the establishment of Methodism in America. John Wesley, an English clergyman, helped establish 
a revival movement within the Church of England in the mid 1 700s that stressed methodical and disciplined 
cultivation of the Christian lifeY Robert Strawbridge, an Irish immigrant to Maryland, established the first 
Methodist class in America in 1760 in his home near New Windsor in Carroll County (then Frederick).63 
Strawbridge's home was only about twelve miles north of the Upper Patuxent. Strawbridge traveled and 
preached widely, and was influential in establishing Methodism in Maryland and Virginia. By 1764, he had 
established near his home a log meeting house, which may be the first Methodist church in America. The 
meeting house was located near Route 407 (Marston Road) on a private farm near the junction of the Pipe 
Creek and Sam's Creek tributaries.64 

Baltimore witnessed the births of both the Methodist Episcopal Church in 1 784, with the Reverend Francis 
Asbury as its superintendent and bishop, and the Methodist Protestant Church in 1828. The Methodist Prot­
estant Church was established after the Methodist Episcopal Church expelled many of its members, includ­
ing a contingent from Maryland of thirteen clergy and twenty-two laity, who sought democratic reforms of 
church governance. 6S 

One of the first Methodist Protestant churches in the vicinity of the Upper Patuxent area was the Providence 
Methodist Protestant Church, in Kemptown which is in Frederick County just over county line. The church I 

was established in 1836 by many individuals living in the Upper Patuxent area. One of its members, Alfred 
Baker, became a Methodist Protestant minister and circuit rider by 1841 . For over 40 years, he travelled to 
preach the gospel while his wife, Louisa Moxley, stayed home to run their farm in the Upper Patuxent. The 
wives of circuit riders were known as circuit widows because of the long periods they were separoted from 
their husbands, and they relied on their kin to help farm. The is located on 
Kemptown Road, adjoining a parcel to the southeast that that was once part of his farm. This parcel comes 
off the old Black Walnut Plains, the earliest land patent in the Clagettsville area. There are no other known 
farm dwelling houses of Methodist circuit ministers in Montgomery County. 

Methodist churches in the Upper Patuxent in the 19th and early 20th centuries included Benton's Church 
(1822) on Mullinix Mill Road, later known as the Mt. Lebanon Methodist Episcopal Church (now demol­
ished, on the site of . forerunner of the Damascus Methodist Episcopal Church (now Damascus 
United Methodist); Brown's Chapel (non-denominational when started in the 1846 but Methodist Protestant 
by 1860, no longer standing); 1 and 

Tobur 
(original building 1881, new 1914, both still standing); 

Friendship Church (lS/11S)(original late 1800s, replaced 1901), an African-American congregation; and 

1 (original building 1871, replaced 1901 Lthe successor church to Brown's Chapel; 

(1901). 

Just to the north of the Upper Patuxent was Providence Methodist Protestant Church (1836), in Kemptown 
in Frederick. Just to the east of the Upper Patuxent on Long Corner Road in Howard County was Howard 
Chapel Methodist Protestant Church (original 1860s-1870s, replaced 1884), which split from Brown's Cha­
pel in the 1860s, and which many residents of the Mullinix Mill/Long Corner area attended. The reason for 
their separation was unknown, but perhaps it was over disagreements about slavery. The 1867-1868 Slave 
Census for Montgomery County shows more sloveholding in the Long Corner area than in the Clagettsville 
area as of November 1, 1864.66 

For a b'ief history Methodis- Ir Amenca, see website for the Ucited Methodist at http://www.umc.org/siie/c.lwl4KnNlltH/b.1720691/k. 
B5CB;History _ OurStory.ht",. 
63 See the website for the Strawbridge Shrine at http://www.straworidgesh·ine.org!. 
64 Ib;d. Today the log meeting house has been recreated on the site of the Strawbridge Shrine 'n New Windsor. 
65 Jo~n Paris, H:story of t~e Methodis' P'otestont Church (Baltimore: Sherwood and Company, 1844), pages 343, 344. Arcnives of IJ,ary!and Online, 
66 Savery Co-miSSion, Vol. 812 Montgomery Coun:y Slave Statistics, 1867.1868, at http://aomol.net/html!commisslon.html, at the Morylanc State 
Archives Montgomery Cou.nty Commissione' of Siove Stotistics. MSA CM 750·1, Accession No.: CR 12255·2); also ot Montgomery County 
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ArchilKlure 

Architecture in the Upper Patuxen t shows both Germanic and 
English Tidewater influences. Residents' long- standing prefer. 
ence for log tobacco houses moy show the sway of log-building 
tradit ions introduced to the colonies by German and Swed-
Ish settlers In Pennsylvan ia and Delawore, who moved to the 
Monocacy Voll ey in the 1730s. Bonked architecture, ,nciuding 
bonk born s and houses bonked into hil lsides with two-story fronl 

porches ore German building types, as are houses built wi th two 
fron t doors. Dwellings with overshot roofs , such as the Etchison ­
Warf,eld House (1 4/ 3), are a Tidewoter traditi on. 

Architecture for most of the 19 th centu ry In the Upper Patuxent 
was loca l and vernaculor. Houses were built by carpenters, no l 

by architects designing according to the formal rules and prin­ )413 Elch,son-Warfleld House, 8200 Damascus Rood 
cip les of nationol styles. Not until the late 19th and early 20th (M-NCPPC, ) 972) 

centu ries did Upper Patuxent residen ts start to show awareness 
of notional budding trends, and even th en , many preferred Ira­
d il ional local styles . The vernacular preferences of 19th century 
Upper Potuxent residents may be seen In the popular dwelli ng 
hou se types of the time. 

Th e log House, typically one-story with one or two rooms, or 
two stories with one room over one room . log dwellings often 
were eventually covered in clapboard and ad joined by wings, 
which at tim es obscured the ori ginal log section. Th e Etchison ­
Warfield Log House (14/3), opposite the Ba.il Warfield 
Form (1 5173), IS a fine exomple of a Tidewater-influenced log '5/ l3 Shipley-Mui!inix House, 2700 J Long Corner Rood 
house, with a front roof extension. 

The Side-Gabled House, a two-s to ry, frame dwelling with 
side-gabled roof, ty pically three boys wide. The center door is 
typica lly surmounted by a fu ll -width, one-story shed roof. These 
dwellings first started appeoring in the first quorter of the 19th 
century and are a persistent bui lding form in the Upper Patuxent , 
seen into the early 20lh century. Corn ice returns on the gable 
ends are a characteristic Greek-Revival inspired detail. 

The Two-Door House, a two-story dwelling With two cen ter doors 
an the fron t for;ode and either three or four boys on the second 
fl oor. It may have either end chimneys o r a single centered chim­

15173 Bosi/ Worfield Tenonl House, 820 J Damascus Roodney. This is a German-inspired vernacu lar style, seen In greater 
concentratior:' in C lag ettsville and the MulliniX Mill area than 
anywh ere else in the County. Sometimes known as the Penn­
sylvania Farmhouse, it was brought by German settlers moving 
south 10 Fred erick and Montgomery County. 

The Center Cross-Gabled House, a two -story dwelling charac­
terized by a center gable or large dormer containing a Gothic 
Reviva l-Inspired lancet or pointed arched window. ThiS IS th e 
most common of all historic house Iypes in the up-County and 
has severa l varlan's. II may be three or fi ve bays wide , with or 
without a rear ell with sleeping porches, and with or without 
Qu een Anne detoils such as paHerned shingl es, cu t-away bays , 
and towers. 	 J5129 Etchison Histone Distrid, WIlliam ond Peorl Moore 

House, three boys wide, 24 221 Loyionsville Rood 
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15/29 Etch,son-Hmvkms House. 7004 
Damascus Rood. live boys wide 

15/5 Molesworth-BurdeHe House. 28600 Ridge 
Rood, with two-story rear porch (now partially 

enclosed) 

J5/ 5 Molesworlh-Bu,deHe House, 28600 R,dge 
Rood, fronl facade 
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15/ I 7 Sarah Brandenburg House, 26301 Mullinix 
Mill Rood, with rear ell, Queen Anne-In fluenced 

shmg!es, gobles, and bay windows 

J5/ 8 C/agettsville H,stone District, Robert B. and 
Suson Moxley House, 28322 Kemptown Rood, with 

Queen Anne-influenced tower and wood-shmgled 
sidmg 

15 / 71 Chrobof House (Margaret Price House), 
24724 Hipsley Mill Rood, with GermanIC mfluence­

bonked into a hIllside with a two-story front porch and 

basement kitchen 
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figure 4 Detail, 1865 M.~,.et and Bond Map, Montgomery County, District 1: Clarksbure (annoutad) 

Northern section of the Upper Potuxen t with names and number of then existenr roads and resources. 


fI ure 5 Detail. 1865 Martenet and Bond Map. Mont ome Coun • DIstrIct 2: Cracklln annotated 


Southe rn sec/Ion of the Upper Potuxe nt with names and number of then eXistent roods and resources 
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figure 6 Detail.1B79 a.M. HOllkin. Atlas 01 Montgome<y County. District 2: Clarksburg 
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figure 8 1909 USGS Map. Damascus Quadrant 
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map 2 Upper Patuxent Ate. Historic Resources 

Damascus 
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table 1 Sites and Districts Evaluated by the Board 

10/1 Friendshie 281 10 Ridge Rd 

2 10/3 John Moxley Farm 28800 Kemptown Rd 

3 10/5 John D, Purdum House 28814 Kemptown Rd 

4 10/18 Burdette-Riddle Farm 27100 Purdum Rd 

5 1 James Farm 

6 15/1 Parr's Sering 4704 Old National Pike 

7 15/2 Matthew Molesworth House 13501 Penns Shop Rd (moved to 13516 

Golf Club Rd, Frederick County) 

8 3597 Medd Ave 

12 15/7 Brown's Tobacco House 2860 'I Ridge Rd 

13 15/8 Clagettsville Historic District vicinity of Ridge Rd and Kemptown Rd 

20 15/9 Capt, Clagett-Hilton Farm 28055 Ridge Rd 

21 15/12 Thompson-Woodfield Farm 27211,27217 Long Corner Rd 

22 15/13 Shipley-Mullinix Farm 27001 Long Corner Rd (12-00937510), 

23 15/14 Mullinix Store Site Mullinix Mill Rd (12-00935976) 

24 15/16 Clagett-Brandenburg Farm and 26360 Mullinix Mill Rd 

Tobacco House 

8711 Damascus Rd 

Protestant 1 15 Damascus 

28 15/21 John 0, Etchison House 25611 Long Corner Rd 

29 15/24 Wilson Warfield Farm 26725 Anna~olis Rock Rd 

1 Fred Watkins House 7373 Damascus Rd 

31 15/27 Colonel Lyde Griffith/Merhle 7305, 7307 Damascus Rd 

Warfield Farm 

32 15/28 Luther W. Moore Farm 7201 Damascus Rd 

33 15/29 Etchison Historic District vicini!): of Damascus and La~tonsville Rds 

35 15/30 Log Barn Site 24899 Halterman Rd (moved to 19816 

River Rd, Poolesville, 17/54 Quarry 

Master's House) 

36 15/71 Chrobot House (Margaret Price 24724 Hipsley Mill Rd 

37 15/73 Farm ,8131 
Damascus Rd (01- 00010395, 

01-00010407) 

38 15/117 Mt. Lebanon School/Site of Mt. 26310 Mullinix Mill Rd 

Lebanon Methodist Episcopal 

Church 
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The Planning Board evaluated 31 resources located mainly in Planning Area 15 (Patuxent). The Planning 
Board: 

recommends that two districts be designated on the Master Plan for Historic Preservation and that 
staff and the County Council take up the issue of design guidelines for one of the districts. The Board 
removed 23 parcels from the Atlas that the Board excluded from the two districts that it recommends for 
designation 
recommends that 10 sites be designated on the Master Plan for Historic Preservation. Three of these 
sites were not yet on the Atlas, and the Board added them. The Board requests a recommendation from 
the County Council on whether to retain one of these sites on the Atlas if not designated in order to 
protect the site pending a contemplated future evaluation of all boundary stones along portions of the 
Frederick-Montgomery-Howard County borders 
recommends that 19 sites not be designated. The Board removed 18 of these from the Atlas. The Board 
retained the 19th consistent with its policy to keep sites on the Atlas pending County Council evalua­
tion in cases where the Board and Historic Preservation Commission differ on whether to recommend 
designation. 

The Planning Board noted that the Board or its staff would further update the Atlas as necessary follow­
ing the County Council's evaluation of resources. The Board also identified additional resources for future 
evaluation as shown in the Context section of this Amendment. 

Subsequent sections of this document give architectural and historical background for each resource as well 
as the Planning Board's specific recommendations for resources recommended for designation. These rec­
ommendations include applicable designation criteria; public interest determinations; environmental settings 
and included appurtenances; guidance on settings and appurtenances in case of property development or 
subdivision; historic district boundaries and included parcels; and categorization of parcels, buildings, struc­
tures, and features as contributing or noncontributing to the significance of the resource. 

Upper Patuxent Area Historic Resources 40 



Upper Pa tuxent Area Histori c Resources 11.1 n "I!II },Jrd Ut.rt 41 

{f]J 



1011 

table 2 Sites and Districts Recommended for Designation on Master plan 
Resource;; Hlstonc Name StrRel.Address 

Fnendship 281 10 R;dge Rd 

15/1 Parr's Spring ' 4704 O ld Nat;onal P;ke 

1515 Molesworth-Burdette Farm 28600 R;dge Rd 

15/8 Clagettsvdle Historic Distrid V,c; n;ty Kemp town and R;dge Rds 

(34 tax porcels)" 

15/ 13 2700 1 Long Corner Rd 

Long Corner Rd (non-contributing modern 

dwell ing in same tax parcel , address unknown) 

15/ 16 ClageM-Brand enburg Form and 26360 Mull ;nlx M;il Rd 

Tobacco House 

15/ 17 Sarah Brandenburg Farm 

15/ 20 M t. l ebanon Methodi st Protestant 8 11 5 Damascus Rd 

Ch urch and Cemetery 

15/ 29 Etchison Historic Distric t (5 tax Vicinity Damascus and l aytonsville Rd s 

porcels)"" 

15/71 C hrobot Ho use (Margaret Price 

Ho use)'" a 

24724 H; psley M ;II Rd 

15/ 73 Bas;1 Worl;eld Farm .... 8251 , 820 1, 8 131 Domascus Rd 

(0 1 -0010395,0 1-00010407) 
15/117 MI. Lebonon SchoollSde of 

MI. Lebonon MethodISt EplScopol 

C hurch""" """ 

" If thiS resource is not deS ignated, the Council should recommend whether to retain it on the Loco tional Atlas pending future eva luo­
ti on of boundary markers along the Frederick-Montgomery-Howord County boundary 
"The Planning Boord recommends that stoff and the Cou nty Council toke up the issue of deSign gUidelines for Clagettsv dl e. The 
Boord also removed 10 parcels from the Atlas excl uded by the Boord from ils recommended 34-parcel Clagettsville Historic District . 
"'The Planning Boord removed on additional 13 parcels from the At las not mcluded within the Boord's recommended boundaries lor 
the five· parcel Etchison Hisionc District 

'" 'The Planning Boord added the site to the lacolianol At las. 

For a summary of resources, tax Identifica llon numbers, and Planning Boord actions, see Table 6. 

Upper Patuxent Area Hlstonc Resources ~ 

(£) 




mop 3 Friendship (10/1) 28110 Rid,.. Road 

Moxley Family Cemetery ~~ 

Vehicle/ Equipment Sto{oge 

Bank Barn , \ 
" , ,

[)welling House 

Vehicle/ Equipment 
Storage w/Looling Shed 

Two Small O utbuildings 

Milk Hoose 
-' 

Slave Cemetery Chicken Coop 

• 2 

N211 

Spring House 

0 Environmental setting .. Contributing buildings Cemeteries 

0 Parcel boundaries ~ Other buildings 

Existing pavement .. Existing parkland 

....Public Right-of-Way (ROW) Streams , rivers and lakes 

- -
~ 

IIIIII~,-- .... 
150 F"eelII Master planned ROW Water features "" " ---' 
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10.. 1 f,' end.hip. 18110 Ridge Road 

Located on the southern boundary of 
Clogettsville, Friendship derives its nome from 
one of the earliest and largest land potents in the 
areo. William Moxley was morr'led in 1785 and 
wOS already living on the farm when his fother 
Nehemiah conveyed it to him in I 827. The form ) 

is owned by 0 seventh-generation Moxley 
descendant. 

The form Includes on outsfanding array o f 
buildings and structures that typify farming as it 
evolved in Montgomery County through the 19th 
and early 20th centuries. 

Contributing buildings and structures include a 
dwelling house, bonk barn, gambrel-roofed dairy 
born and milkhouse, spring house, two vehicle 
and storage bui ldings, one with oHached loafing 
shed, two chicken coops or poul try houses, a dairy house, and two domestic outbuildings of unknown 

purpose. The dwelling house, which IS log covered by siding, has two fronl doors, a regionol type derived 
from German building traditions from Pennsylvania that IS no longer common in Montgomery County. The 
property also contains a family cemetery and a slave cemetery. Historically a 1 50-acre form, the property 
now comprises 89 acres. Set in a va lley, the farmstead IS clustered in on area of about 4.7 acres, approxi­
mately 1,000 feet off the public road . 

Zoning ROT, RC 
C(iter iu: la , 1 d, 20 

Environm'!fHal s"Hi I"t.g· The setting IS the 89-acre parcel (P200). In the event of subdivision, the features 
to be preserved include vistas from Ridge Rood and Kemptawn Road , contributing structures shown in the 
map, Moxley family and slave cemeter ies, and the driveway approach from the northwest. 

Bonk Barn 
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map 4 Parr's Sprlne (15/1) 4704 Old Nlltlonal Pike 
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15/1 Parr's Spring. 4704 Old NDliol101 Pike 

Parr 's Spring is a long-establish ed and unique 

boundary paint fo r Montgomery County, a 

commonly referenced landmark , and a notab le 

nalurolleoture. The spring has been a coun ly 

boundary morker since at leosl os eorl y as 1727 . 

Since 177 6 , this site has been the only place in 

Maryland where four cou nlles meet. The jurisdictions 

ma rked by Parr 's Spnng vaned over time. as new 

CQuntles were carved from old to meet the needs of 

new popul otion centers for accessible coun ty seats. 

By 1776, th e spring ioined Frederick, Montgom ery, 

Baltimore, and Anne Arundel counti es, and by 1851 , 

Frederick, Montgomery, Carroll, and Howard 

coun ties. Parr's Spring appears on mony early mops, 

includin g the 1795 Griffith's Mop of Maryland and, 

possibly, 1707 Franz Ludwig Michel' s mop of the 

Sh enondooh Valley ond Upper Potomoc River. 

During the C ivil War, the spring was a slop for the Army of the Potomac's Brigadier Generol DaVid M. 

Gregg's cavalry on June 29, 1863 , on its woy to Gettysburg . 


Porr 's Spring was named for John Porr, 0 Maryland resident ond londowner from the 1 700s who olso lent 

his nome to nearby Parr 's Ridge, and Porrsvdle, near MI. Airy. Mony notoble surveys hove included Parr 's 

Spro ng, including the 1834 Frederock.Montgomery County Boundary Survey and the 1980 Frederock­

Montgomery-Howord Cou nty Resurvey, conducted by the Maryland Geologi co l Survey otthe request of the 

Maryland Assemb ly. In 1985, the Morylond Geological Survey dispelled a long·stand lng misco nception that 

Parr 's Spring fo rmed the Potuxent River's headwaters when it officiolly Identified 0 spring to the southwest as 

th e river's source. Porr's Spring IS actually th e headwaters of the Patapsco Rive r, which runs between Carroll 

and Howard Cou nties. 


A modern concrete marker (c1954) protruding from a pond indlco tes the site of the spring and the junction 

of the four counties. The onginal boundary stone IS under water nexlto the concrete morker, accord ing to 

one o f the property owners. 


Zoning; Montgomery County - ROT (Rural Density Transfer); Howard County - RC (Rural Conservation); 

Frederick County - Agricullurol; Carroll County - Conservation 

Cnleno' 10, l d 

EovirotHn"mClI 5.:>"ln9· The setting IS th e ex tent o f the boundary markers. 


Note: The Planning Boord asks thai If 15/ I IS not deSignated now, th e Council recommend whether to 

retain it on the Locotionol Atlas pending a pOSSibl e future evaluation of boundary markers along portions of 

the Frederick-Montgomery-Howard County boundary. 


DAR Commemorallve Monument 	 Modern morker c 1954 or earlier, next fo onglnal 
boundary stone 
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1SIS Mole,wor1h-Burdett" FOI m, 
28600 Ridge Rood 

The Molesworth- Burdette Form IS an outstandi ng 
form complex notable for its well -maintained 
Victorian Vernacular dwell ing house of high 
architectural Integrity and dishnction, its diverse and 
well-maintained array of ognculturol outbuildi ngs, 
and its prominent setting on a slape above Ridge 
Rood . The resource has slrong architectural 
significance and exempli fies the ogriculturol heritage 
of Upper M onlgomery Counly in Ihe lole 1 91h ond 
early 20th centuries . The farmstead represents two 
peri ods of ownership by two prominent fami lies: the 
Molesworths, from 185 4 10 189 7; and the BurdeNes, 
from 1897 to 1969. The only budding Ihot predoles 
the Burdette ownership, the elegant stone spring 
house is believ<>d 10 have been buill by Ihe 
M olesworth family. 

Contr ibuting buildings and structures on the property are the 19 1 1 dwelling house, a su mmer kilchen/ tenant house, a 
ston e spring house thol was once fed by a windmill, a woodhouse/equipment and storage building, a chicken coop With 
attached ou thouse and greenhouse, a closed forebay bank barn, a corn crib and granary with wa gon shed and corn 10ft, 
a concrete-block milk house/ well and pump house. The modern enclosed farm markel building is a non-contnbuting 
strudure. The current owners, Ri cha rd A. and Nancy S. Biggs, have named the farm Rock Hill Orchard and run a pick. 
your-own operation Ihal allows the publIC on thi s histo ric proper1y. The Biggs have olso placed on agricullural easement 
on the land to preserve open space. 

Zoning: RDT 
Crlledo 1a, 1 d, 20, 2d, 2e 
fnvironmentcl St-n1091 The setting is parcel P800, being 137 .85 acres. Features 10 preserve include contributing 
slrudures shown on the map and the d rivewa y approach from Ridge Road 10 the his toric dwelling house. The property is 
not subject to subdi vi sion due to on agricultural easement. 

Sum mer Kltchen/Tenont House 
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15/8 ClageN.vllle Historic 0 slri< 

(In this section only, lext In bold ore propert ies within 


the ClageHsville Hisloric District) 


The Planning Boord recommends 0 34·porcel distnct 

finding thai ClogeHsvilie has historica l, cu ltura l, and 

archllectu ral significance. The resource is: 


highly representati ve of 0 rural kinship 
commu nity, whose residents were uni ted by 
family l ies that formed the basis for sociol, 
religious, and economic life. The histo rical 
records document numerous business and SOCIal 

t ies among residen ts, who, as extended family 
members isolated by geog raphy and poor roads, 
played, prayed , and worked together. Existing 
visual cues of this kinship communi ty ore the 
smoil iots developed Irom the 1880s to the 1950 
by fami ly members; a cemetery whose 
headstones bear witness to generations of interwoven tles i and shared architectural traditions. These 
traditions include local styles of turned po rch posts and concrete blocks as well as a concentration 
of frome vernacular dwellings, mainly two-door houses evidencing Germanic Influence and Gothic 
ReVival-influenced center-cross gable houses . 

highly representative of the once prevalent rural 19th century seHlement type- the linear crossroads 
community. Existing visual cues of this paHern are the arren tati on of houses to the main street, the lock 
of secondary streets, a crossroad s anchored by a central In stitution of bUSiness (here a church), a back­
drop of rural open space and form outbU ildings, and th e distribution of later commercial buildings (two 
stores, now resid ences) along the rood ou tside the core . 

Clagettsville grew around the Montgomery Chapel Methodist Protestant Church, built at the junction of 
Kemptown and Ridge Roads in 1871. The community was probably named lor or by John H. Clage~, 
whose crossroads residence, sto re, and blacksmith shop are prominently leatured on the 1879 G. W. 
Hopkins Atlas, in a community called "C lage~svi lle ." By 1885, Clagettsville had a one -room schoolhouse 
at the crossroads. By 1916, Clagettsv ille had a blacksmith , several stores, a two-room school house, a 
church, a separate church hall, and over twenty residences, most on one-acre parcels along Kemptown 
Road that had been deeded oH farms by members 01 the Easton and Moxley lamilies . By the late 1920s, the 
communrty included a garage, service slali on, and cor dea lership located at the crossroads. By the 1950s, 
additional properti es on th e east side of Kemptown Road had been created by deed and subdivision, 
maintaining the one-acre pattern of Ihe ear li er parcels. Land in the communrty came from Friendship 
(l 0/1), th e Becraft Farm (15/6), and th e Boyer/Burde~e farm . Residents in cluded many members of the 
Moxley family, as well as members of the Easton , Clagett, Warfield , Becrah, Brown , Bayer, Burdette, 
Purdum , Baker, ond M olesworth famil ies, among a/hers. Many of these fami lies settled on area forms In the 
late 1 700s and 18005 and stili live in the Clagettsville vicini ty today. A more detai led dISCUSSIon of 
C logeHsviUe is found on subsequent pages. 

Zoning ROT, RC, C -l (ClogeHsvilie is the only crossroad community in the area not to have been given 
Rural Vi llage O verlay zoning, which helps res trict uses and maintain and solidify vil lage choracler. DeSigna­
tion could help preserve C lagettsvi l le's rural crossroads character.) 
C'{'.r;o 10, 1 d, 20, 2d 
Histon[ Di.frid 8o"ndQry: As shown on Mop 6. Twenty-two parcels contain con tributing bUi ldings, 

structures, or features. The resources In the district dote from 1871 to c 1950. Buildings and slrudures built 

after 1950 are non-contri buting and merit the lowest level o f scrutiny for proposed changes. 

Oo.::oign GJJldl"li!u:~: The Planning Boord recommends thai sloH and the County Counci l lake up Ihe issue o f 

deSign guidelines for the distric t, 
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Clagettsville is highly representative of a kinship community formed of family members who relied upon 
each other in an era of rural isolation. Kinship communities have been defined as settlements united by 
family ties that form that basis for social, religious, and economic life. Kinship is a structure of family con­
nections by blood or marriage that was the primary influence in daily life. From the late 19th century 
through the mid 20th century, Clagettsville residents were bound in a network of family relationships, with 
the Moxley and Easton families at the network's core. Siblings, cousins and in-laws lived, worked, wor­
shipped and played in an interdependent way of life. Clagettsville grew organically with a large tract of land 
that was subdivided as descendants and other family members married and started their own households. 

The core of the community was formed by descendants of Nehemiah Moxley, who owned extensive tracts of 
land in the area. Descendants of his three sons, William, Ezekiel, and Jacob, settled on his land and formed 
the community of Clagettsville. Giles Easton and Samuel Warfield acquired Friendship farm tracts in the 
1880s, and their descendants joined Moxley descendants, settling on the land and remaining for genera­
tions. 

In certain rural parts of the County, from the post-Civil War era through the early 20th century, both black 
and white residents were isolated from outside communities and depended on family for survival. In a study 
of black kinship communities, historian George McDaniel wrote of the close relationships among commu­
nity members: 

Although most households were nuclear families, the surrounding community was composed of 
relatives, making the community itself an extended family. Grandparents, aunts, uncles, and cous 
ins lived on adjacent lots or "just down the road." Not unusually, grandparents allowed their 
descendants to build houses on their land, thereby converting the homestead into an extended 
family. Thus, the elderly lived in close proximity to the younger generations in the community and 
passed on their ideas, values, skills, and ways of life to the young.'" 

White kinship communities were different in that their residents did not experience the discrimination suf­
fered by the black population in this era, yet they shared a commonality in the practice of extended family 
members banding together to make a living in an isolated rural environment. Following the 1896 death of 
George Moxley, owner of Friendship, generations of Moxleys and their extended family acquired lots and 
built houses and businesses along Ridge and Kemptown Roads in the Clagettsville vacinity. The Clagettsville 
area had limited interaction with outsiders, a condition exacerbated by Clagettsville's remote location and 
the poor condition of roads in the late 19th and early 20th centuries. 

Clagettsville residents were interdependent in their livelihoods and worked together on family farms and 
other businesses. Most residents listed farming as their primary occupation in census records from 1890 to 
the 1930s. Residents grew vegetables, kept chickens and a few hogs. Ben Easton, at 

operated a 16-acre general purpose farm on land his father assembled in 1877 and 1882. Wil­
liam B. Moxley of described himself as a farmer and engaged a servant to help 
with house chores. Food processing was a collective activity taking place across property lines. Neighboring 
family members gathered for apple butter making and hog butchering, events which combined SOcializing 
with the work at hand. 

67 Co/olyn Earle Billi'9sley. Commuoities of Kinship: Antebe.lum Fomilies and Settleme,t of the Cotto, Frontier (University of Georgio Press, 2004). 
68 George McDoniel. Biack Historicol Resources in Upper Western Monrgomery County, Regiono' Trails, 1979), p 23. Such kir­
shiD communities were estaolished on lono acquired by ore or more freed blac<s, pert the plantation on which the residents had been 
enslaved, A n,Jmber of bloc< communities f-,ave been forrra! y ~ecogr'1iLed des-ignoror'! of the Pvblic bUildings, churches, or;d schools {see PIeces 
from the Past}. One histone disl'ic: IS designa+ed as a kinshp community-the Lene Historic Distrid (35154}-found to be historically significant 
as an early 20th century residentiai enc'ave. Hawkins Lone was a bloc< kinship community for over half a century, inhabited largely by members of the 
Hawkins family, follOwing the initd 1893 purchase by James H. Hawkins. Hawkins Lone was designateo on the Moster Plan for Historic Preservation 
1990. 
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While most Clagettsville residents were engaged in farming, others were merchants, building industry work­
ers, and road improvement workers. Ottie (Tom) Moxley of involved in both 
forming and building, was a dealer of farm products and a lumber hauler. Joke Moxley, of 

son of Robert B. Moxley, bartered hay for a living. Residents engaged in the building industry 
aided in the construction within the community. Robert S. Moxley operated a sawmill, while George Easton, 
who lived with his brother at was a carpenter. In 1900, John Burdette, of 

was a well driller. Several Moxley family members worked at People's Lumber 
in Mt. Airy. 

The poor quality of up-County roods contributed to the community's insular nature. While the B&O Rail­
road (1873) and streetcars (from 1890) were providing access and drawing outsiders to down-County 
areas, residents in remote areas of the County became more insular than ever. In the 20th century, road 
improvement projects became a source of employment for some Clagettsville residents. Generations of the 
Easton family were road laborers through much of the 20th century. In the 1930s, Raymond J. Easton was a 
rood laborer, living with his parents, Ben and Laura Easton at Harry W. Easton, 
Ben and Laura's grandson, grew up at and worked for R.H. Moxley's paving 
business (until his death in 1976). His son Harry (Gene) Easton worked for the Moxley Inc. paving business 
(late 1980s).69 

After the establishment of the State Roads Commission in 1908, rood conditions began to improve. Be­
tween 1910 and 1915, over 1,000 miles of state roads were constructed statewide. As roads improved, 
truck farming developed. Farmers with small lots operated truck farms in the early 20th century, providing 
produce and goods to be sold at market. Improved roads connected Clagettsville, like other rural com­
munities, to the outside world, and were ultimately a contributing factor, along with many other aspects of 
modern society, to the decline of rural ways of life. 

After a hiatus during World War I, more roads were built or paved in the 1920s and 1930s. Clagett's 
blacksmith shop in the horse and buggy era gave way to Warfield's service station in the second decade of 
the 20th century. Hamilton Deetz Warfield acquired a plot of land on the west side of Ridge Road in 1919 
and operated an automobile service station at catering to local traffic. 

69 Bux,on, p. 195. 
7oBuxto~, 157-9. 

Buxton, p. 77. 
72 K;ngstead Farm MIHPlorm, Resource 11-10, Andrea Rebeck, 1987. 
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The tradition of intermarriage in the Upper Patuxent area contributed to the close-knit character of Clag­
ettsville. Marriages were often alliances between families. Three Moxley brothers each married Baker sisters 
and various members of those families populated the Clagettsville community. Another resident, Ollie 
Washington Moxley (28515 Kemptown Road) married Lelia Alvin Merson, while his brother Ernest married 
Lelia's sister-in-law Lillie Mae (Mae) Watkins and also settled in the area. At times these family relationships 
became complex, as family historian Allie May Moxley Buxton wrote, 

Lelia was Mae's aunt as Lelia was sister to Mae's mother, Sallie Merson Watkins. Bertie Bellison 
Watkins was sister-in-law to Mae, and yet, Mae was also her aunt, by marriage, as Mae's husband, 
Ernie, was brother to Bertie's mother, Hattie Moxley Bellison. 

The Methodist Church was a keystone of the Clagettsville community. The Moxley family was instrumental 
in establishing the Montgomery Chapel Methodist Protestant Church at next 
to the family farm in 1871. The church was built at the prominent iunction of the Quaker Road (Kemp­
town Road) and Buffalo Road (Ridge Road). Local resident George Easton built the updated Gothic Revival 
church, in 1904. 

Spiritual and social life converged in the church, where anniversaries and weddings were held, and more 
recently, family reunions took place. The Moxleys were instrumental in the establishment of the Montgom­
ery Chapel and later Montgomery UM Church and in its vitality. Floyd Simms Moxley of Friendship wrote a 
history of the church in 1971. His brothers Emory and Golden Moxley were church sextants. Alvie A. Moxley 
was credited for his role in making the annual Sunday School picnic and parade the largest in the area. 
Moxleys and Warfields constructed and furnished church buildings, taught Sunday school, played organ, 
sang in the choir, and were buried in the cemetery. A church hall was built in 1916 on part of Friendship 
facing Kemptown Road, opposite the Montgomery Chapel Methodist Protestant Church. 

A key indicator of a kinship community is the pattern of settlement, in which residents live in proximity. Giles 
W. Easton, father of Ben and George, established the pattern of one-acre residential lots facing Kemptown 
Road that came to characterize Clagettsville. He parceled off the first of such lots to Albert Baker in 1884, 
at the corner of Moxley Road, now 28420 Easton conveyed another one·acre lot to 
John Burdette, in 1893, on which is located. 

Starting in 1901, Moxley descendants began building houses of their own on one-acre lots facing Kemp­
town Road. These houses include and Kemptown Road, all built between 1901 
and 1905. Later generations inherited these houses, while additional family members chose to build or 
acquire their own houses nearby, seeking to remain in the family settlement. 

By the early 20th century, the community was large enough to have a sub-district, known as Dogtown. This 
area included houses built or owned by Easton descendants, living on land that had belonged to Giles 
Easton. These houses include and Kemptown Road. According to local tradition, Dogtown 
received its name from the hunting dogs kept by the Eastons, who were avid hunters. In this vicinity were 
stores frequented by Clagettsville residents, located at 4 and Kemptown Road. 

The one-acre pattern was continued through the 19505 by deed and subdivision. 

Buxton, p. 198. 
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Clagettsville's Two-Door Houses are representative of the Germanic influence found in this region of the 
County. The large wave of German settlers arriving in Frederick County throughout the 1700s and early 
1800s brought Germanic cultural traditions to the area. As these German settlers moved through the 
northern region of the County, along the ridgelines and through the Monocacy Valley, they influenced the 
architecture and settlement patterns of the Upper Patuxent region. German settlers also brought the tradition 
of banked architecture. The bank barn, built into a hillside, provides access to both upper and lower levels 
and with a pronounced forebay or overhang, is one such distinctive building type. Other banked build­
ings include dual use outbuildings, and houses with front entries on two levels, such as the Chrobot House 
(Locational Atlas Resource 15/71). 

By the post-bellum era, the local culture of up-County farm families was a melding of English and Ger­
manic culture. Into the 1930s, area farms continued to grow tobacco, a crop established by English settlers. 
Residents chewed tobacco into the late 1800s. A Clagettsville resident recalled the provision of spittoons in 
the original Montgomery Chapel building (1871 1904) for the use of congregants during the sermon.74 

Germanic traditions that came to characterize the Upper Patuxent area included bank barns, German plan 
towns, and architectural traditions including log construction with corner notches, basement kitchens, 
banking structures into hillsides, and two-door houses. 

The area around Clagettsville was once only farmsteads. In 1871, the Montgomery Chapel Methodist 
Protestant Chapel was built at the crossroads of the Buffalo (Ridge) and Quaker (Kemptown) Roads as an 
offshoot of the recently disbanded Brown's Chapel on nearby Brown's Church Road. William C. Clagett 
was a farmer who began purchasing land in the vicinity in the 1850s. His dwelling is shown on the 1865 
Martenet and Bond Map on farmland lying off the main road between the Patuxent River and the junction of 
Ridge and Kemptown Roads. In 1874, he purchased a small crossroads parcel that fronted on the east side 
of the Buffalo Road (28015 Ridge Road) (deed was recorded in 1876), perhaps to help establish his son 
John H. Clagett (b. 1854) as a roadside merchant. John was probably married by 1877, and per Census 
records had a new child by 1878. His choice of wife may have influenced his decision to take up com­
merce; Eugenia "Jennie" Etchison was the sister of Marcellus Etchison, a former school teacher who in 1876 
purchased land from Lydia Etchison Moore of the Luther Moore Farm (15128) to open a blacksmith shop 
and store at the junction of Damascus and LaytonSVille Roads. 

John and Jennie Clagett appear to have put Clagettsville on the map, literally. The G.M. Hopkins Atlas of 
Montgomery County Maryland, published in 1879 and reflecting conditions c 1878, labels the crossroads 
as "Clagettsville," the first known instance that the name appears on a map, and prominently shows the 
"John H. Clagett store, blacksmith shop, and residence." John had good marketing instincts: he not only 
paid to list his name in the Hopkins Atlas but placed a business notice in it as well that read: "Clagettsville, 
Jno. H. Clagett, Dealer in Dry Goods, Groceries, Hats, Caps, Boots, Shoes, Chinaware, etc." This decision 
may have cemented the community's identity as Clagettsville." 

In 1879, John H. Clagett purchased an adjoining tract to the south of approximately 24 acres (28001 
Ridge Road); the deed was recorded in 1882, perhaps after his business had become well established. John 
built an imposing five-bay side-gabled house with Greek Revival details. He eventually built other structures 
on his property. In 1899, the property was described as "improved by a good Store House and Large Dwell­
ing, a blacksmith shop, carriage house, and stable and other outbuildings and orchard."76 A current owner 
remembers that after her father purchased the property at 28001 Ridge Road, he tore down a large store in 
the 1930s," 

74 Floyd S. Moxley, History of ,\.A,ontgomerl . 

75 Note tho' John H. Clagett's brother'in-iow, was neit~er a potror nor advertise- in ,he 1879 Hopkins Atlas, and interes'ingly, the Atlas merely 

sCows a blacksmitn shop ond store at the Damascus/Lo\"onsville Road irtarsection, withOut displaying either Marcellus Etchison's nome or the 

crossroads ·'Etchison./I Marcellus eventually es+abLshed 0 post offce in his store, and +rus that communitYI known prev;cusiy as took name. 

C:agettsviile rever hod a post office, but appears to hove been coiled Cagettsviile by dint of it,; store and blac<smith shap and c from the 

Hopkins Atlas. 


76 Equity #1721, Judgmert Record TD 2/420. 
Buxton, op. cit., page 4. 
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The fate of the buildings (blacksmith shop, store, and house) that seemed to have been on the original site 
(28015 Ridge Road) per the 1879 Hopkins Atlas is unclear. The current building on the site is a two-door 
side-gabled vernacular dwelling. It may have been a combination residence/store first occupied by John 
Clagett and then by tenants who helped operate John's business or by tenants who helped William Clagett 
farm, or it may have been built later, after John improved his larger property to the south. The 1880 Census 
lists an African American blacksmith and his family adjacent to the entry for John Clagett, and perhaps this 

blacksmith lived in the tenant house at 28015. 

Land for a school was purchased 1884 from John W. Burdette, who had a farm immediately behind and 
to the east of the two Clagett properties at 28105 and 28001 Ridge Road. The school parcel was triangu­
lar, bordered Buffalo Road (Ridge Road), and was about half an acre. A one-room schoolhouse was built 
by 1885, further anchoring the crossroads as a community center. The schoolhouse was expanded to two 
rooms by 1923. Garages and gas stations were added to the crossroads in the next decade. 

One study has indicated that these linear crossroad settlements or rural hamlets were, except for isolated 
farmsteads, the second most common settlement type found in America. They are associated with agricul­
tural economies and often declined after roads were improved in the early 20th century. 70 

Clagettsville is a fine example of this settlement type, maintaining its orientation of houses to the historic 
roads, a lack of secondary roads, a backdrop of rural open space and farm outbuildings, a crossroads 
still punctuated by an institution or business (here a historic church dating from 1904 and several newer 
businesses), and the distribution of later businesses outside the core along the historic roads (two stores, 
now residences). Road improvements made possible the closure of its 1934 schoolhouse, against residents' 
wishes, and children were bused to Damascus instead. 

At the gateway to the southern edge of the district are the historic Clagett Houses and the site of the first 
store. The church and cemetery mark the primary intersection of Ridge and Kemptown Roads. The proposed 
historic district contains 34 parcels or lots, 22 of which contain contributing primary buildings, structures, or 
features. 

The district includes two religious buildings-a church with cemetery and a former parsonage. There are 
three historically commercial buildings: a two-story 1915 store, a one-story c 1930 store, and a gas station. 
As evidence of the important role kinship played in the development of Clagettsville, the historical record 
establishes that many of the buildings in the historic district were built or operated by Moxleys and their 
extended family, and others were later inhabited by Moxleys (see Figure 9). 

The Clagettsville district includes houses that represent local traditions and those that represent the early 
modern era recognizing notional architectural styles. Vernacular house types found in Clagettsville are two­
door houses and Gothic Revival-influenced houses. 

The house form most typical of this era is the Gothic Revival­
influenced house with center cross gable front facade. 
Particularly distinctive in this group is 

which in addition to having a center cross gable roof, 
features a Queen Anne style tower and shingle siding details. 
This residence, like others of the era, was built with chimney 
flues for wood stoves rather than fireplaces. Houses are typically 
between two and two-and-one-half stories toll and three to four 
bays wide with front porches. 

The main distinguishing feature of Gothic Revival vernacular 
houses is the center cross gable roof. Houses of this type are 28322 Kemptown Rood 

IB Jeffrey Wil'is!el, The .Ham/et: A Vanishing Aspect of the Rural Landscape, excerpted fror:: Nafionc: Pc:k Service, Cultural ReSOurces 
Monagement Online, Volume 7. No. 01 at h!tp:llcrm.cr.nps.gov/archve/17-1/17 -1.9.pdf. 
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Another identifiable Gothic feature is the double-hung lancet window, found in the center 
8, 28515 . and found additionally on side gables of the 

elaborate (for the region) house at 

found on Kemptown Road at and 28515, and on Ridge Road at 

. The 
built by the local community in 1904, features lancet windows 

singly and in pairs. The lancet window was still in use in 1916 when the church hall was built. 

Several houses in Clagettsville are Vernacular Side Gable houses with no rear ell, or only a one-story ell. 
Early examples date from the 1860s to 1900, are three or four bay, side gable structures. Later houses with­
out significant rear ells include the earliest center cross gable houses and 28515 
and 

From 1900 to 1910, residents built houses with a distinctive form that became popular throughout northern 
Montgomery County-the Center-Cross Gable house with double decker rear porch. At least three 
Clagettsville houses have nearly identical footprints, with a side gable front block, rear ell, and two-story 
porch inside the ell. These houses are and Kemptown Road. The house at 

has a Victorian elaboration on this popular vernacular form. Built by Robert B. and 
Susan Moxley, about 1903, the house has elaborate Queen Anne style detailing including corner tower, 
wraparound porch with pedimented entrances, and patterned wood shingles. 

Two-Door Houses, common in southern Pennsylvania and Frederick County, represent the Germanic 
influence in this portion of the County. The Pennsylvania German Two-Door House, is theorized to be a 
blend of English symmetry and traditional German form and plan. Early examples of two-door houses 
include 28015 Ridge Road and 

The early 20th century brought increased communication with the outside world, including improved 
roads and automobile transportation. As the community turned outward, residents built nationally popular 
architectural styles and building types, including Craftsman style bungalows and the American Four Square 
house, such as at Ottie and Tressie Moxley's House, (1918). 

Structures from between 1905 and 1940 include Craftsman style bungalows and Four Squares, Colonial 
Revivals, and Tudor Revival houses. The structures tend to be smaller than earlier houses, typically one and 
a half-story with smaller footprints. In this group are also three commercial buildings, each built adjacent to 
the proprietor's residence. Harvey Moxley IS c 1 908- 15 store at is a two-story 
front gable structure that originally had a full width front porch. Willie B. Moxley's 1930 store at 6 

is a one-story front gable building with an entry in the front gable fm;ade facing the 
street. H. Deets Warfield's garage is at built next to the house in which he grew 
up, Ridge Road. The meeting hall built by the Montgomery Chapel Methodist Protestant Church in 
1916 also was a front gable structure which stood at is no longer standing. 

79 28520 Kemp/own Road may have been a two-door ho;)se. 
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Another indicator of the close relationships among residents is the similarity of architectural details found 
on Clagettsville houses. Jesse Moxley related that neighboring siblings and cousins helped Robert B. Moxley 
construct his house at using lumber dressed at the family saw mill. This prac­
tice would have contributed to the similarity in appearance of houses. An example of similarities is a local 
style of turned porch post found on and 28515 . (The latter house retained 
these distinctive turned posts until about December 201 0, when they were stolen after a demolition notice 
was posted in September 201 0.) 

a 
longer extant 

Robert B. and Susan Moxley House, c 1900 Queen Anne, posts no 

II 28515 
gable, posts removed

Ollie an Lelia Moxley House, c 1896 Gothic Revival/center cross 
, house slated for demolition 

II Robert B. and Susan Moxley House, replacement posts 

II 28510 Millie Moxley and Fuller Phebus House, c 1924-28 bungalow 

II William and lido Moxley House, c 1930 bungalow 

Family businesses supplied material for house construction. Several Moxley houses feature Craftsman style 

porch posts with concrete block piers. The Robert B. and Susan Moxley House, 

was updated with these Craftsman style piers. Jesse Buxton, son-in-law of Robert and Susan Moxley, was in 

charge of the concrete and cinder block department of People's Lumber Supply Company, in Mt. Airy. Simi­

lar porch posts are found at 18230, 28510, and 28800 Kemptown Road, all Moxley family houses. 


The resources date from four historic periods: 1871-84, 1885-1904, 1905-40, and 1941-1950. Structures 

built after 1950 are non-contributing and merit the lowest level of scrutiny for proposed changes. Designa­

tion will help preserve the resources if Kemptown Road is widened. 


The houses in the period are side gable structures that have Federal and Greek 
influenced design details. An example is A vernacular house type 
highly representative of Clagettsville is the double entry house. The earliest known example in the area is 
the Friendship farmhouse (Resource 10/1). Four double entry type houses have been identified, though only 

still retains both door openings. Other Clagettsville examples include William 
(1874), and Albert Baker House (1884), 

The house form most typical of this era is the Gothic Revival influenced 
house with center cross gable front facade. There are six examples of this type, found at 
and Kemptown Road houses and 28515. Particularly distinctive in 
this group is which in addition to having a center cross gable roof, features 
a Queen Anne style tower and shingle siding details. This residence, like others in this era, was built with 
chimney flues for wood stoves rather than fireplaces. Houses are typically 2 to 2 1/2 stories tall and 3 to 4 
bays wide with front porches. 

Structures from this period include Craftsman style bungalows and Four 
Squares, Colonial Revivals, and Tudor Revival houses. The structures tend to be smaller than earlier houses, 
typically 11/2 story with smaller footprints. In this group are also three commercial buildings, each built adja­
cent to the proprietor's residence. is a two-story front gable structure 
that originally had a full width front porch. Willie B. Moxley's 1930 store at 4 is a 
one-story front gable building which had its entry in the front gable fac;;ade facing the street. The Montgom­
ery Methodist church meeting hall (constructed in 1916; no longer extant) at 28130 Ridge Road also was a 
front gable structure. 
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table 3 Clagettsville Historic District (~5/08) Classification of Primary Resources 

Pnmary resources (bui ldings, siruclures, feature s) buill wi thin lhe period of significance (1 87 1 to 1949) ore 
contribul ing(C). Primary resources built oHer 1949 ore non-contributing resources (NC). Vacant la ls ore no l shown. 

Address. Hs:tQric Nome 	 Slvl~/ Iype 00'..:: COfOgOfl' 

2820 1 Kemptown Rd Montgomery C hopel Church and C hu rch C 
(po"el P922) ond Methodist Protestont cemetery 1904 ,1 94 1 

Ridge Rd (po"el, P9 15 Church and Cemetery Cemetery 

ond P867) 187 1· present 

28235 Kemp.own Rd Edmund Rhodes and M inimal 1961 NC 
Joyce Warfie ld-Rhodes Traditional 

House 

2824 I Kemptown Rd Church Pa rsonage Colonia! Revival 1948 C 

28305 Kemptown Rd Winfred Perki nsor'1 House Tudor Revive l 1935 C 

28309 Kemp.own Rd Harvey Moxley Hovse CroHsmon 1931 C 
CoNoge 

283 10 Kemptown Rd Wil liam and Agnes 3.Boy Side Goble 1904 C 
Haines House 

28314 Kemp.own Rd Harvey W. M oxley Slore 	 Commercia l 1915 C 
Vemoculor, Two­

S10ry Fron t Gabie 

283 15 Kemptown Rd Domes Acres Ranch 1974 NC 

283 1 7 Kemptown Rd Dornes Acres M inimal Trod ':onol 1965 NC 
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table 3 Clagettsville Historic District (1.5/ 08) Classification of Primary Resources, continued 

Address Hls:Orlc Ncme Style/Type Oat.::: ColegOly 

283 18 Kemplown Rd Iro D, Moxley 1901-5 Double Entry/ e 190 1-19 15 C 
Ha rvey Moxley 1908-3 1 Cenle r Cross 
storekeeper's house Goble/ Golh,e 

Reviva l 

283 19 Kemptown Rd Da rnes Acres Minimal 1963 NC 
Trod itiona l 

2832 1 Kemptown Rd Dornes Acres Minimal 196 1 NC 
Troditlonal 

28322 Kemptown Rd Robt and Susan Moxley Q ueen Anne 1903 C 
House 

28323 Kemptown Rd W illiam Wh itman House M inimal 1960 NC 
Domes Acres Traditiona l 

28332 Kemptown Rd Robl (Joke) and Oc;do 

Moxley House 

Center Cross 
G able/ Goth,e 

Revivol 

e 1900- 1903 C 

28403 Kemptown Rd Bowe rsox House 

Darnes Acres 

Minimal 

Troditiorlol 
1959 NC 

28404 Kemptown Rd John Burde tte House 	 Double Entcyl c 1884-1899 C 
Cente r Cross 
Gable/G oth,e 
Revival 

28405 Kemptown Rd Evelyn H umerick House Minimal 1957 NC 
Dornes Acres Tradit iona l 

28406 Kemptown Rd Do mes Acres O utbuildings modern NC 
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table 3 Clagettsville Historic District (15/ 08) Classification of Primary Resources, continued 
=::-------.-----. 

28 407 Kemplown Rd Domes Acres 	 M ini mal 1963 NC 
Trad itio na l 

28408 Kemptown Rd lewis and louro Easton Q ueen Anne c1895- 1900 C 
House 

28409 Kemptown Rd 	 Contemporary 1978 NC 

284 1 I Kemplown Rd O ttie and Tressie Moxley Colonial Reviva l 191 8- 1920 C 
House Four Square 

28412 Kemptown Rd Esworthy-A ll nVH House Co pe Cod 1942 C 

28416 Kemptown Rd Wililom B. Moxley Store Vernacular c1930 C 

284 19 Kemplown Rd Kessler House Vern acula r 1941 C 

28420 Kemptown Rd Albert Bo ker/ William Double Entry 1884 C 
and Mi nn ie Moxley HOL; se 

2800 I Ridge Rd John H. Clag ett House Greek ReI/ivai 1879 C 

28015 Ridge Rd Wm Ciogett House Do uble Entry c l 874 C 
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table 3 Clagettsville Historic District (15/ 0S) Classification of Primary Resources, continued 

28020 Ridge Rd Sa muel 0, Warfield House Center Cross c1899 C 
Goblel Goth ic 
Revive l 

28030 Ridge Rd Werfiel d-Moxley Service Commercial c1917- 1930 C 
Station One-Story Front 

Goble 

Fourth Penod 1941 1950 Structures bud t afler World War II continu ed to hove a histori cal connection 
with Clage~sv ille . Annie Easton and her husband John Esworthy built thei r house on Eoston fomily prop­
erty at 2841 2 Kempfo'Wn Road . This era sow the first use of brick in the comm unity. The Montgomery 
Church congregation built a brick faced parsonage at 28241 Kemptown Road . The some year, the 
church received a face -li ft when it was encased in brick siding and the belfry was opened up. 
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map 7 Shipley-Mullinix F.rm (15/13) 27001 long Corner Road 

, "" 

P111 

Chicken Coop (Non-contributing) 

Fo undation - , 
Small A-frame (Non-contributing) \ 

~JO Outbuilding -" \ 

f---------' "-"-.L.-----cr----------~ INon-conlribut;ng) , 

Lorge A-frame 
Outbui lding 
(Non-contributing) , 

* 
0 
0 

'- -1, 
r,--I 

•• •Smoll Goble-coofed 
Outbuilding 
(Non-contributing) ~ Dwelling House 

Smoll Shed-cooled 
Outbuilding 
(Non-contributing) 

Lool;n9 Shed 

/ 

Utility Right-of-Way 

Contributing buildings 

Non-contributing buildings 

Other buildings 

Existing parkland 

\ 

Bonk Bom 

* 

2 Concrete 
Block Buildings 

Tenont House 

Streams, rivers and lakes 

Water features 

Revised building footprint, 

GIS update 10.2010 ........ .... 
'" 80 160 F"I- ­

House (Modem dwelling, address unknown) 

Environmental setting 

Parcel Boundaries 

~ .. 
Existing pavement ~ 
Public Right-of-Way (ROW) 

Master planned ROW 

LJ.. 
Upper Patuxent Area Hlstonc Resources pI Illlng bOIl/I.. .!. ... '1 64 

@ 



15/13 Shipl"y-Mulltnix Fann, 
27001 Long Corn", Road/U"known 
Addre5s on Long Coroner Road 

The Shipley-Mvl: inix Form 1$ signi fican t hlstoricolly 
and architecturally. H stoflcolly, the form has hod a 
losting association wi th two of Maryland's long­
establi shed families. The Ship ley, owned the farm 
from 1834 to 1883 and are descended from Adam 
Shipley, who records show was in Anne Arund el by 
1679. Members of th e Mu llinix family, who have 
owned the farm from 1883 to the present day, have 
resided here for six generations. The Mullinix family 
is descended from Jonathon M ull ineaux, on Anne 
Arundel resident by 1705. The farm is h'storically 
and socially significant as well for its Mulli nix owners' 
association with the Mulli nix community that eXisted 
on the western end of Mu llinix Mill Road in the late 
19th century. This community included a store and 
post office and several mill s Important to residents in the Upper Patuxent and Howard County. Montgomery 
County res id ents traveled th rough the farm to get to th e mills and store. 

Architeclurally, the farm is significant for its fine array of buildings and structures that Illustrate form life from 
the mid 1800s to the 1920s . Contribu tong buildings include a three-boy farmhouse, aHached ice house, 
and bonk born . Non-cont ributi ng buildings and structures include a two-door tenont house in extremely de­
teriorated cond ition , a loafing shed attached to th e bonk born, two concrete block outbuildings, a bu ilding 
fou ndation north east of the bonk born , a chicken coop, a large A-frame ou tbui lding, three small outbuild­
ings (shed roofed , A-frame, and gable-roofed, respectively) northwest of the bonk barn, and a modern bro ck 
dwelling (street address unknown, within same parcel) located on th e property's southwest boundary. The 
fine three-boy dwelling house sits on the crest of the hil i overlooki ng on expanse of woods and fields . It was 
probably built by Larkin Shipley between 1851 and 1857 , though possibly as lote as 1900. The substantial 
bonk born dotes from between 1860 to 1900. The aNached ice house dates from between 1850 to 1930. 
A common folk build'ng is the two-door tenant house, wh,ch was probably built oround 191 0 or la ter and 
IS currently in ruinous condilion. The two concrete-block outbui ldings and the looting shed attached 10 the 
bank barn date from the 1920s or lote r. An interior parce l, P791 (tax ID 12-02393851) is not ,neluded in 
the designation and contains a house built c 1982. The Shipley-Mul li nix Form hos on unusually secl uded 
and undisturbed sett ing, illustrative of a cultural landsca pe highly representative of Upper Patuxent forms in 
the mid- 1800s. 

Zonmg; RDT 
(I ilerio: 10 , 1 d , 20, 2d, 2e 
Selling: The setting IS 90.3 acres (parcel P777). Features to be preserved include the contributing buildings 
shown on the mop, the driveway approoch from Long Corner Rood to the historic dwelling house. and the 
roiling open vistas looking south of th e hOUSing and born. Excluded from th e setting is interior porcel P791 
(tax ID 12-02393851), wh,ch contoins a c 1982 house. 
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map 8 Clagett-Brandenburg Fann and Tobacco Houae (15/16) 	 26300 Mullinix Mill Road 
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15/16 CfageN-Brandenburg Form 
and Tobacco House 
26360 Mullinix Mill Rood 

The ClogeH-Brondenburg Form is significant for its 
rere, intact log tobacco house, its intoct agrorian 
landscape, ils hi ghly representative collection of 
agricultural buildings showing form life Iram the 
mid- 19th cen tury to the early 20th century, the 
remarkable integrity of ils buildings and structures, 
and on ownership poHern illustrative of the extensive 
kinship communit'les in the County's Agricultural 

Reserve. 

Will iam O. M. and Elizabeth Cloge" are believed to 
have built the main block of the dwelling house oher 
they purchased the 163.5-ocre property in 184 7. 
Wi lliam and El izabeth ClogeN probably also built 

the log tobacco house. Wi ll iam Asbury Brandenburg 
wOS unmarried when he bought the B2.S-ocre 
property and moved into the old dwell ing house. He li kely built the new section of the house around 1913­
19 14 about the time of his marriage and birth of his first child. Brandenburg bui lt the born about 1917. His 
son, Jeremiah E. Brandenburg, reb uilt the smoke house about 1945, and buil t the garage from the timbers 
of on old barracks that stood near the bonk born. In this orea of the County, tobacco was formed well into 
the 20th century. The Brandenburg family has owned the form since 1898. The dwelling house, tobacco 
house, summer kitch en, smoke house, bank born, corn crib, garage, and poultry house are contributing 

resources. 

The log tobacco house is the best example of a standing tobacco house in the county. In the late eighteenth 
century, tobacco houses were the most common outbuildings In the County. Today, no more than five or six 
tobacco houses remOln, and they are found mainly in the northern reaches of the County, where tobacco 
was formed wel l in to the 20th century. 

loning ' RDT 
Criterlo' 1a, 1 d, 20, 2e 

f",~jronmflntal Se:",og. Th e setting IS parcel P430, 82.38 acres. In the event of subdivision, the features to 
preserve include the contributing structures shown on the map, the driveway approach from M ull inix Mill 

Road, and frontage on Mullinix Mill Rood and Long Corner Road that ex tends 0 1 a minimum the width and 
depth of the farmstead complex. The eXIsting character of Long Corner Rood , which is not a rustic rood, 
contributes to the historic character o f the resource. 

Dwelling House, southern fo~ode, faCing MulliniX Mtil Rood 
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map 9 Sarah Brandenburc Farm (1.5/17) 26301. Mulllni. Mill Road 
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15/17 Soral> Brandenburg Form 
'26301 Mullinix Mill Rood 

The Soroh Brandenburg Form has architectura l as 
well 05 historical and cultural signiflConce. 
Architec1urolly, the property is signifICont both for its 
Individual bui ldings and as a complex. The Queen 
Anne-influenced Victorian Vernacular dwell ing 
house, built c 1913- 15, is one of only a few in the 
Upper Patuxent areo. The torm olso contains on 
unusual asymmetrical combination corn crib cnd 
granary. Other contributing resources are a front­
gabled ca rriage house, a smoke house, a summer 
kitchen, and a bonk born foundation. As a complex, 
the form buildings illustrate numerous aspects of 
farm life In this part of the County from before the 
Civil War through the early 1900s-lhe orienlotion 
of pre-Civi l War domestic buildings toward rivers 

and post-Civil War buildings toward newly 
constructed streets, the groin and tobacco -bosed 
forming economy, and the use o f outbuildings fo r domestic act ivities. 

Historica ll y, the form represen ts longevity of ownership by two prominent families : the Elchisons (from c 18 19 
to 1867) and the Mullinix/Brandenburgs (1867 10 1943). The assemblage of the form property ond ,ts 
conveyan ces illustrate various aspects of the County 's agric ultural and social heritage- the highly proximate 
extended family settlem ent pallerns in forming areas, the Maryland legislature's practice of requiring af­
fected land Owners to build state-authorized roods, th e ever-present threat of form debt and form auctions, 
and the interruptions 10 doily life created by the Civ il War. 

Zoni"g " RDT 
ulTImo- 1 a, 1 d, 20, 2d 
Elwhonrnen101 St!"in~r The selling is parcel P800(five acres) plus any portion of the ad jornrng lo t or parcel 
on which the smoke house and summer kitchen sit. The setting Includes existing rood right of way th at exists 
by prescriptive easement within the porcel boundories . The seHing is not to be reduced . 

Comblno tion com crib-granary (granary on left) 
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map 10 Mt. Lebanon Methodist Protestant Church and Cemetery (15/20) 8115 Damascu. Road 
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15/20 MI. t@bDnon MiI!'lhodist Prolestant 
Church ond Cernetery. 8115 C<lm<l.cus Road 

The Mt. Lebanon MethodISt Protestant Church, now 
Mt. Lebanon Fellowship, is a fine example of a rural 
Victorian Vernacular church with a well-main tained 
and still used cemetery and an intact ru ral setting. 
BUilt in 1902, the church IS a prime example 01 the 
simple front-gabled lorm lavored lor public budd ings 
in rural Montgomery County in the 19th and ea rl y 
20th cer,turies. The church and cemelelY are owned 
by the M I. Lebanon Church Association, which 
primarily is made up of descendants of the onginal 
lond provIder, Jeremiah Lewis Williams. Wi llIams and 
hIS descendants are buried In the cemetery, which 
also includes the graves of notable Montgomery 
County residents Downey M. WillIams, a County 
Commissioner; j erry Williams, a trree-term County 
Councilor; Jerry Hyatt, a Stale Ol.~:f'gate; and 
Herbert S. Hyatt, former President d the Bank of Damascus. Th e church also may be the lost 
Methodist Protestant Church built in the Upper County, where the Methodist Protestant Church was 
predominant. Finally, the church is significant for ItS own I!nks to the past. It was probably organized neorby 
on Mullinix Mi ll Road In the first Mt. Lebanon School, a former church dating from 1822 known as Benton's 
Church, after its founder and land provider, and rhen as Mt. Lebanon Methodist Episcopal Church, 
forerunner of the Damascus u~:ted Methodist Church. 

Zoning: ROT 
Cri~rig: 1 a, 1 c, 1 d, 20, 2e 
Eny ir Dnm[!nlal Seningr The setting is the parcel P590, 47,715 square feet. This setting, which includes the 
church, cemetery, and master planned nght-of-way, is not to be reduced. If Damascus Road IS widened, 

design compromises may be necessary for proleclion of the resource. 
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map 11 Etchison Historic District (15/29) HPC & P8 Recommendation (5 Tall Parcels) 
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15 29 Etchison H 0 ·ic Oist < 

The Elch,son Hisloric Doslrid 115/ 29) is localed in Ihe 
town of Etchison , four miles south of Damascus, three 
miles norlh of Laytonsville, and eleven miles east of 
Goilhersburg. Loytonsvi lle Rood (RI. 108) forms Ihe 
di stricl's spine. bordered by Hips ley Mill Rood 01 Ihe 
soulh end and Damoscus Rood (RI. 650) 01 the north 
end. The five-parcel district contoins seven primary 
slruclures dOling moin ly from Ihe lale·19lh and early 
20th centvries . Five of the primary structures o re 
frame single-family houses (one with a log seelion) 
and two ore purpose·built slores (see Table 4) . 

Etchison developed as a (ural crossroads villoge In 

the immediate post-Civil War Reconstruction period . 
The Etchison communi ty has its origins with the 1876 
acquisition by Morcellus Etch ison of land at the 
crossroads . A community identity, however, preceded NeHie Hawkins Store (1915) 

Etchi son, as the area had acquired the nome of 
Ragtown sometime in the mid-1 800s. Beginning in 
Ihe 1880s. Etchison was popu lated lorgely wi lh 
members of the Hawkins family, who were 
instrumental in operat ing commercial enterprises 
and acl ive leaders in the MI. Tobor Melhodisl 
Church (15/29·1) . Members of Ihe Moore family. 
ossoc'aled with the Llither Moore Form (I !i128) 
also buil t houses in Etchison. Hawkins family 
members continued to build houses in Etchison into 
the mid·20lh cenlury. The dislrict displays on unusual 
dichotomy between residents who built outmoded 
residences long after their popularity waned on a 
regiona l scale, reflecting persistence of tradi tion, and 
up-to-dote styles indicahve of a consciousness of 
curren t trends in architectural design . The period of 
sign,ficance for Ihe dislriCI is m,d·1800s 10 1948. 

lo,ung Etchison.Hawkins House (c 1876·78) 
Porcel P707 (7010 Damascus Rood): R·200. 
RV (Ru ral Village Overlay Zone) 
Porcel P805 (7004 and 7000 Domascus Rood. 24230 Loylonsville Rood) : (, 1. R·200. RV 
Parcel P817 (24220 Laytonsvi lle Rood): C.1. R·200. RV 
Parcel P802 (242 21 Laytonsville Rood): (, 1. R·200. RV 
Parcel P909 (6920 Domoscus Rood) : R·200. RV 

(i,..·rio 10, 1 d , 2a, 2d 
Histcri[ Oi Jr' 8ouncJc,y: The hi stOriC district boundary is as shown on the mop. All primary structu res are contributing 
resources. 
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table 4 Etchison Historic District (15/ 29) Classification of Primary Resources 
Primary resources (bu ildin gs, structu res, features) budt wi thin the period of significance (mid . 18 005 to 1948) ore 
contributing (C). 

6920 Damascus Rd Wolter and Ida Allnu tt Vernacu la r c1 9 12. 17 c 
Hovse Gothic Reviva l 

7000 Damascus Rd Nei1le Howki ns Store Cornrnerciol c 1915 c 
(Etchison Store) Bungoloid 

7004 Damasc us Rd Etchison-Hawkins House Victorian c1 876·80 c 
Vernacular 

70 10 Da mascus Rd Tho mas F. Hawkins Ho use Colonial Re"'lVol c1917· 18 c 
Bungalow 

24 220 Layronsville Rd Hipsley-Hawkins Ho use Vernacula r mid·180Ds, c 
cl 9 12·23 

24 22 1 laytonsville Rd William and Pearl Moore Vernac ular c1 9 16 c 
House G othic Revival 

24 230 l oyionsv ille Rd Hawkins Feed Store Vernacular c 1922·2 3 c 
Mademe c1947·48 
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map 12 Chrobot House\16/71j 24724 Hlpsley Mill Road 
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15/71 Chrobot Hovse (Margaret Pri,,, 
House), 247'24 Hip,ley Mill Rood 
(Add ed to the l ocalionol Atlas by the Planning Board) 

The Chrobot House is a frame residence bonked into 
the hillside, wi th on exposed stone foundation on the 
front foc;ode and two entry doors at the basement 
level. This disti nctive construc tion is a Germanic 
trodltion found extensively through Frederick County 
but rela ti vely rare in Montgomery County residences. 
Lawrence and Kafre Chrobot, German immigran ts, 
are believed to have built the house In 1903 . The 
house mixes stylistic features with its Greek Revivol 
style half round gable window and front door with 
transom and sideligh ts, and Gothic ReVival steeply 
pitched cross gable and ful l width porch . located in 
the Patuxent River Stote Pork, the Chrobol House is 
owned by the Morylond Department of Natura l 
Resources and is Inhabited and mainlOlned through 
the Stote Curatorship program . The property includes 
a domesllc ou tbuilding, possibly a smokehouse o r springhouse. 

Zoning RDT 
Crite-rio 1a, 1d, 20 

f'rl\1lrOnIlH'IllItlt ~H'nfn9: The setting IS parcel P100, 59.4 acres, Within the Potuxen1 River State Park. The 
leotures to be preserved are the dwelling house, the spring house, the stone foundations, the tree line along 
the road, and the driveway approach from Hi psley M ill Road. Hipsley Mill Rood is a Rusti c Rood. The 
mclusion of portions of the master planned righl-ol-way withi n the setting helps protect the resource and the 
rood. 

figure 10 Plan of Chrobot Ho..... 
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map 13 Basil W,ulleld Finn 115/73) 8201.., 8251, and 8131 Damucus Road 
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15173 Basil Warfield Farm 820 I, 825 I, and 
B131 Damo.cu. Road 
(Added to the Locotionol Atlas by the Planning Boord) 

The Warfield Form includes on outstanding collection 
of residential and agricultural burldings thot form one 
01 the most complete formsteods in the region with a 
high level of integrity. Set on a knoll overlooking 
Damascus Rood, Ihe formstead commands 0 ,fine 
vantage poi nt. Basil Warfield (1859. 1931) 
established Ihe form with his wife Alice, nee Mullinix, 
in 1893. The main dwelli ng house (8251 Damascus 
Rood), sheltered in a grove of mature trees, is 0 fine 
example of a Gothic inspired center cross gable 
house wi th full width porch. A two-door tenon I house 
(820 1 Damascus Road) is highly representative of 0 

traditional Germanic building form found in the 
Upper Patuxent region. Prominently localed east of 
the house is 0 gambrel roof dai ry born and milk 
hou se, buill by Raymond Warfie ld in 1930. 
Contrasting con crete blocks embelli sh Ihe structures. The dairy barn was expanded in 195 1 with on addi­
tion of similar design. A large timberlrame bonk born (1916) with vertical board siding features ornote sheet 
melal ventilators, and is augmented by a shed-roOl corn crib. Two silos ore significant features that are 
uncommon in the area- a terra cotto sil o with dome roof and a concrete block silo. Farm bui ldings dating 
from the 1920s include two small concrete block buildlngs--<l dairy build ing and 0 storage buildi ng-and 
on L-shaped poultry house with a ttached terro cotto block privy. A log barn located near the house wos 
moved to a bock field on the form . All structures menlloned above are contributing resources. A modern 
dwelling house (8131 Damascus Rood) is a non-contributing resource. 

Zoning~ RDT 
Cr:forig· la, 1d, 20, 2e 
fn'liromn("nfot !trull'g: Th e setting is 92 acres, being porcels P300 and P597. In th e event of subdivision, 
th e features to be preserved include the form complex and tenant house shown on the mop, including all 
contributing structures, the histo ric driveway approach to the farmstead from Damascus Rood, and vistas 
from Damascus Rood . The house at 8 13 1 Damascus Rood is non-contributing . The environmental setting 
includes that portion of th e Moster Plan nght-of-way thoi l ies within th e parcel. 

Dairy born, silo, bonk born Two-door lenont house 
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map 14 Mt. lebanon Sc!tool/Site of Mt. Lebanon Methodl&t 26130 Mullinix Mill Road 
Epl.copal Church (15/117) 
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151117 MI, ~.,banon School and Site oj 
MI, lebanon M~lhodi'l Episcopal Church 
26130 Mullinix Mill Road 
(Added to the Locatlonal Atlas by the Planning Boord) 

The Mt. Lebanon School and the Site of Mt. Lebanon 
Methodist Episcopol Church is architecturally, 
historically, and socially significant. The site was the 
center of community life in the Upper Patuxent area 
from 1822 to 1933. Both the site and the two 
buildings thai hove occupied it hold a large place in 
the memory and affections of local residents. 

The property was the site of the first church In the 
Upper Patuxent-Benton's Church, founded 1822, 
later known as MI. Lebanon Methodist Eplscopol 
Church, and forerunner of loday's Damascus United 
Methodist Church, located elsewhere. The church 
was likely a log structure and was later covered with 
horizontal wood siding. Parishioners were Instrumental 
in getting government approval for one of the area's earliest public roods-the western portion of Mullinix 
Mill Rood, leoding from the church to Damascus Rood. Union and Confederate soldiers ore SOld to have 
quartered in the church and watered their horses at nearby Scotts Bronch, then known as Swan Harbor. 
Around 1872, the church was used as a school, known as the Mt. Lebanon School. This budding was 
demolished in 1904. The structure had been used for manual training, surely some of the area's earliest vo­
cational classes. It wos also likely the site where a new congregation, the Mt. Lebonon Methodist Protestant 
Church, was organized prior to construction of a new budding, at 8115 Damascus Rood (15/20). 

The Mt. Lebanon School was built c1901. The M t. Lebanon School building sllil exhibits the front-gabled 
form favored for non-residential orchltecture through the 18th, 19th, and early 20th centuries in upper 
Montgomery County. Similar schools once in Clogettsvifre ond Etchison are no longer standing. Many no­
table figures taught at Mt. Lebanon School, new and old, including John T. Boker, the first teacher (1872), 
who become the first principal of Domascus High School and the namesake for John T. Boker Middle 
School. The school was converted to residential use by about 1936, aher the School Boord ordered the 
County's one-room schools to close. Once the school closed, J.H. MulliniX transported children for a fee 
along Mullinix Mill Rood to Damascus Rood to catch the regular school bus, using 0 horse-drown Dayton 
wagon, which was restored years later. This wagon is brought out for mony Damoscus celebrations. The 
structure is the only remoining one-room school house In the Upper Potuxent area. It has been altered by 
vinyl siding, new windows, and additions. 

Zo" ino ROT 
Cfj!~dtl: : 1a, 1d, 20 

[rwil"DrH"Ill:'n tal Sr.:11in9 The setting IS the one-acre 101 on which the budding is located (POll). The setting is 
not sublect to reduction. 
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table 5 Sites Not Recommended for Designation on the Master Plan 

Resource #­ Historic Name Slreel .At.ddres.s 

10/ 3 John Moxley Form' 28800 Kemplown Rood 

1015 John D. Purd um House' 288 14 Kemplown Rood 

10/18 BurdeHe-Riddle Form ' 27 100 Purd um Rood 

12/1 0 Jomes Lauman Form '" 22000 Peoch Tree Rood 

15/2 MoNhew Molesworth House ' 1350 1 Penns Shop Rood 

15/3 Rezin Moxley Hou se" 3597 Medd Rood 

15/4 Alfred Boker House' 2890 1 Kem plown Rood 

15/ 6 Becrah Form · 28500 Ridge Rood 

15!7 Brown's Tobacco House ~ 28601 Ridge Rood 

15/9 Copt. ClogeM- Hllton Form' 28055 RIdge Rood 

15/12 Th ompson-Woodfield Form' 272 11 , 2 72 17 Long Corner Rood 

15/ 14 Mu llinix Store Site' Mullinix M il l Rd (12-00935976) 

15/19 Warthan-Day Form' 8711 Damascus Rood 

15121 John O. Etchison House~ 2561 1 Long Corner Rood 

15/ 24 Wilson Warfield Form' 26725 Annapolis Rock Roo d 

15/ 26 Fred W alki ns Hause " 7373 Damascus Rood 

15/27 Colonel Lyde G riffilhlMerhl e Warfield Form' 7305, 7307 Damascus Rood 

15128 Luther W. Moore Fa rm H 720 1 Damascus Rood 

15/30 Log 80m Sile' 24899 Holterman Rood 

' Removed by Ihe Planning Boord from Ihe Localionol Al ios . 

URetained by the Planning Boord on the Atlas consislent with the Boord's poli cy to keep resourCes on the Atl as pe nding 

Council evaluation in cases where the Pla nning Board and His toric Preservation Commissi on differ on whether to 


designate. 


For a summary of resources, tax identification numbers, a nd Planning Board actions, see Table 6. 
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10(3 John Moxley Farm, 28800 Kenlplown Road 
(Removed from Locotionol Atlas by Planning Board) 

The John M oxley Form 1$ a 70.9-ocre form on the eosl side of 
Kemptown Rood (Rt. 80), locoted w,thin t ,500 feel of Ihe 
boundary o f Montgomery and Frederick Counties. The property, 
historically part of th e large tract of land known as Friend ship, is 
primari ly open fi elds sloping gently down from the eastern 
corner toword the northwestern property line. The fi ve-boy 
dwelling house is beli eved to hove been built about 1877 when 
Jonathon (known as John) Moxley acqu ired the property from 
his father Ezekiel M oxley, son of Ezeki el Moxley Sr. and 
grandson of N ehemioh Moxley. 

Alterations indude replacement siding, tn-port picture windows 
flonking the front door, and a wrap-a round porch doting from 
the eorly 20th century. In Ihe early 20th century, the property 
Included a wormweed distill ery. This port o f Montgomery County was one of the few areas anywhere known 
for growing and processing wormweed fo r health-related purposes. The wormweed mdl was Identlhed 
separately as a histo ri c resource and has been previously evaluoted and removed from the Atlas. 

The farmstead includes the dwellrng house, a smoke house, concrele bl ock front-gabled garage, gable­
roofed concrete block dairy born and attached milk house, a concrete block sil o , a shed-roo fed vehicle and 
equipment sto rage building. A log born which stood when the propeny was orig inally surveyed in the 19 70s 
does not appea r to be sti ll standing. The propert y included a fam,ly cemelery wh ich was disturbed by form­
Ing operations. Loose tombstones are located on the eastern ponion of the propeny. 

Zonin'i3; ROT 

10/5 John 0, Purdum Hou ,e, 28814 Kemplown Road 

(Removed from the Localronal Atlas by the Planning Board) 


The John D. Purdum House, built in the mid- 19th centu ry, is a 

four boy, side gable structure with a rear ell. The house is 

covered with anlflc iol sidIng and wlndaws have been replaced . 

A wraparou nd parch has scrolled brackets and tum ed posts. 

The house moy have once had two front doors, iudg,ng by the 

sym metrical arrangement of the upper boys and its simd arity 

with the region's other two -door houses af this era. 


In 1852, John Purdum married Sorah Ann Baker, daughter of 

Methodi st Protestant minI ster Alfred Baker and hiS Wife, Louisa , 

daughter of Jacob Moxley and granddaughter of Nehemiah 

Moxley. The property wos part o f Ihe holdings of Alfred Baker 

(15/ 4, 28811 Kemptown Road) . It is believed that Ihe couple, 

with their six children, lived here unti l the death of Sarah Purdum in 1876 and that John O. Purdum remar­

ried and conllnued living here. The John O. Pu rdum House IS situated on the Fahrney Bronch, which run s 

nonhwest of the dwelli ng house and crosses Kemptown Road . 

Zomnu. ROT 
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10,18 Burde le-Rlddl., Form 27100 Purdum Rood 
(Removed from the Locational Atlas by the Planning Board) 

This resource is included a t the request of the property owner. 
The Bvrdette-Riddle House was bUill In several sections. W hen 

first surveyed in 1974, the moin sedlon of the house was a 

three-boy side gable block with a lower north gable wing, A 
cement block rear addi tion was built by 1974 , In more 
recenl limes, on attached garage was constructed on the 

northernmost gable end. This resource is sOld to hove been 

th e farm of Benjomin and Mary BurdeHe, The house has been 
expanded over the yeors. One seel ion IS believed to hove 

been budt lor James Wi lliam and Cassandra Ehzobeth 
Pu rdum BurdeHe, The farm included land on the opposite 
Side of Purdum Road, A bank born on that land was in 
di lapidated condit ion in 1973 and is no longer standing, The cl974 
property was owned in the 1970s by Frances Riddl e, 

LOt 1119 ROT 

2008 pICtomelry, view north 

12 0 J ne Lauman Farm 22000 p .. ach T,.. " ood 
(Removed from the Locationol Alios by the Planning Boord) 

The side.goble house on the Jomes Louman Fo,m has been 

exten si vely damaged by fire from a lightning strike in June 

2007, A demohtion permit application was filed March 20 10 
(Permi t #532869), The windows were 6/6 sash but have 
mostl y been removed or damaged. The structure is braced 

fro me constru cti on on a stone fou nda tion and is covered by a 
standing seam meta l roof and art ifi cia l sid ing doting from a bout 

the 1960s. In addi tion to the house, the resource incl udes a 

barrack born , single cri b log born , 0 spring house, ond a pump 

shed , 

The house has a center passage pion wi th four· ponel doors. A 
one- level tim berframe barrack born is three bents Wide . The center bent has a dirt fl oor while the outer two 

bents have raised wood fl oors. A groin room with walls 01 beaded longue and groove vertical boords is 

tucked in the corner of one of the outer bents. The roof IS stondlng seom metal. An open shed with board 

and baHen walls is oHoched to one gable end of the borrack barn. A single crib log bo rn has a dirt Aoor 
and partial loft , The fa <;ade 01 the east eaves has wide boord siding, and a door with a log sil l. A sh ed roof 
overhang on this fa<;ade is held up by posts, The property is owned by Anne Laney, Jim Loney, and Judith 
Hazen Connery, An ne and Judi th's parents purchased the farm in 1950, 
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'5/2 Motthe.w Molesworth House, Current Sitp.-. 
13516 Golf Club Court. Frederick County, Ori9,nol 
Site : 13501 Penns Shop Road, Montgomery County 
(Removed Irom the Locoloonol Alios by the Planning Boord) 

This resource was moved out of Montgomery County to 
Frederick County. The plan of the house complex is a modified 
H shape. The center of the H is a log sect ion. On one end is a 
five-boy side goble, with ridge perpend icular to the log core. 
On the other end o f the H is a two-story Victorian Vernacu lar 
block with cenler cross gable franl fa<;ade and polygonal gable end boy. The structure includes a variety of 
other additions and extenSions of more recent vintage. 

Matthew Molesworlh acquired the 1 04-acre properly in 1866 from Ben jamin and Ruth Todd . The lorm­
stead was located on part of Ihe IraCI known as Warfield and Snowden . Molesworth was already living on 
the property, according to the Marlenel and Bond mop. The resource also appears on the Hopkins 1878 
mop os the property of MoHhew Molesworlh. The Molesworlh fom, ly owned the properly until 1958. The 
properly ,neluded a large born and older form buildings, which oppear to be no longer standing. In 1986, 
the property was conveyed to Frail Developers for over $ 1 million . In 1989, the house was in dilopidated 
condition and the porch in di srepair. The Planning Board approved construction of a golf course in 1991 . 
Plans called for converting the farmhouse into a clubhouse, or removing it. The house was moved about 
1994 to 1351 6 Golf Club Courl, MI. Airy, Frederick County. In 1995, the 108-acre properly was acquired 
by Montgomery County and ,t become port of the RaHlewood Goll Course. 

2onilt!J: Original Site: ROT 

15/3 Rezin Mo.l..y House, 3597 Medd Av nu Mt. AIry 
(Removed from the Locational Atlas by the Planning Boord) 

The resource incorrectly known as the Rezin Moxley House is a 
6.04 acre property thot slraddles Montgomery and Frederick 
Counties. The property has a Mt. Any moiling address and a 
Montgomery County lox identification number. It is accessed from 
Medd Avenue, in Frederick County. The Frederick County porlion 
contains a gambrel-roofed barn and a center cross gable dwelling that has been extensively expanded with 
side and reor additions, The Montgomery Cou nty portion contains a milk house and another gambrel­
roofed born, open fields Ihol slope genlly 10 the easl, and a segment of Ihe Fahreny Branch. 

The property is the remainder of a larger form once awned by Jacob Moxley, one of the sons of Nehemiah 
Moxley of An ne Arundel , who parl'cipoled in Ihe burning ollhe Peggy Sieworl brigonline and its conlraband 
teo in Annapolis in 1774, Nehemiah purchased land in upper northeastern Montgomery County for three of 
his sons, Will iam, Ezekiel, and Jacob, and their descendants populate the ClageHsvilie area to thi s day. The 
6.04-acre property is currently owned by a fifth-generation descendant of Jacob, Roger Buxton, 

Jacob's form was passed down to hiS son Risdon or Risden, and the "R. MaxleyH house is shown in on the 
1865 Martenet and Bond Map of Montgomery County. The house is incorrectly shown on the G. Hopkins 
Mop of 1879 of Montgomery County as "Rezin Moxley." The R. Moxley house was probably Ihe log house 
that Jacob built around 1795 or 1800. Family hislorian, Al lie May Moxley Buxlan, noles Ihol RISden lived ,n 
this log house. She also noles Ihat the log house was slill 10 use in 19 16, but that by 1940, Ihe log house 
had become unusable and vacant. It is unlikely that the existi ng dwelling, clearly in Frederick County, is the 
R. Moxley house, which older mops show to be clearly in Montgomery Counly near the Fahrney Bronch. The 
existi ng cenler cross gable dwelling was probably buil t ,n Ihe lale 19th or early 20lh cenlury by Ihe Risden's 
daughter, Louisa, and her husband, Basil F. Buxton , or by tneir son, Basil Wolter Buxton , who Lnherited the 
property in 1928. Basil Wolter Buxlon may also have built the 1920's era gambrel-roof dairy barns. His 
son, Roscoe Buxton, brother o f the current owner, was born in the log house in 1916. 

20ning ROT 
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, 5.'4 Alfred Sak.. HousO!, 28901 Kemplown Rood 
(Removed from the Locohonal Atlas by the Planrll ng Boord) 

This resource was the home and form of Alfred Boker (18 12­
1885), an early Methodist Proleslanl minister and former In the 
area now known as C loget1 sville. The Methodist Protestant 
Church was founded in 80ltimore in 1830 as on offshoot of the 
Methodist Episcopal Church, wh ich was founded In 1784. 
Many events significant to the spread of Methodism In America 
occurred in Maryland, and Maryland become the st ronghold of 
the Methodist Protestan t Chu rch. Alfred Baker was one of the 
origi nol subscribers (flnonciol contributors) o~ on early Meth odist 

Proteslonl church-the Providence M ethodist Protestant Church 
in Kemptown, Maryland, loca ted just north of the Montgomery 
Coun ty border. Many upper Montgomery County families 
bec ame su bscribers of this church, a log meeting house bu ilt In 

1836. By 1840, Alfred Boker hod become a Methodist Protestant minister. 

Alfred Baker morried first in 1832 to Louisa Moxley, daughter o f Jacob Moxley ond granddaughter o f Nehe­
miah Moxley. The earliest port of the house is bel ieved to dote from c 1843-50. The property or 0 porti on of 
It may have been conveyed to Alfred Ihrough Louisa's bro thers, Reuben, Stephen, and Risd en Moxley. Until 
his death in 1885, Alfred Ba ker lived here, operating a form os well as preaching th e gospel. He ou tlived 
his on ly child (0 daughter) and two wives , and was buried by a thrrd . The house may have expan ded with 
Alfred Boker 's later marriages in 1872 and 1879 or aker 1888, when on equ dy case was se~led that 
resol ved his estate . Boker held many appointments as a travel ing minister or circuit rider and served in the 
Concord, Pennsylvania circui t as well as in the Baltimore, Patuxent, Frederick, Montgomery, Howard , and 
JeHerson circuits. He was one of three known ministers o f Brown's C hapel, probab ly servi ng and 
preaching Ihere during the divisive Civil War years. Brown's C hapel was the first chu rch localed in the Clag­
eHsvilie area of Mon tgomery County and was the predecessor church of Montgomery Methodist Protestant 
Chapel and the current Montgomery United Methodist Church. Baker 's life IS rll ustrative o f the eorly Meth­
odist Protes tant CIrCU It riders, who traveled widely ond left their wives to run the farms wh ile th ey were gone. 
Al fred Boker 's long tenure o f service and preaching undoubtedly helped to both cement the foundatrons 
of the Methodist Protestan t Church in Moryland and establi sh him as one of the ma lor cihzens in hiS upper 
Montgomery County communi ty. 

Th e resource includes a da iry With projecting front gable roof, a modern ba rn , a 1920s garage, and loafing 
shed . 
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1516 B"craft FCllm, 28500 Ridge Road 
(Removed from the Lacotiono) Atlas by the Planning Boo rd) 

When surveyed in 1973, the Becrah Farm included a 
two-story log dwelling house and a prominent bonk barn . 
Neither of these structures IS now standing. A recently 
constructed house stands on the foundations of the o riginal. 
The walls of the bonk born foundation stand sou th of the 
house olong the entrance drive. Stil l standing is a corn crib 
resting on stone piers, and a small front gable structure 
north of the bonk barn foundation. The farm was owned by 
the Becraft fami ly from 1855 to 1966. 

Zon(ng: ROT 

.' . 
• 1fT'. 

log house, no longer standing Bonk born, fight, no longer standing 

15 '7 Brow"'. Tobacco Ha", ... 28601 Ridge Rood 
(Removed from Locationol Atlas by the Planning Boord) 

ThiS resou rce was owned by Edword I. and P B .Brown in the 
20th century. The log tobacco house was still standing in 
recent years, but was dismantled by 2007. Tobocco houses of 
thiS type were built throughout the 19th cen tury in 
Montgomery County, and pOSSIbly even into the early 20th 
century. Formers In the Damascus area cont inued to grow 
tobacco well into th e 20th century. Log tobacco houses were 
used almost exclusively in Montgomery for the curing of 
tobacco leaves. Wi th stone chinking laid in a herringbone 
paHern and Interior crosspoles, the tobacco house was typical 
of those found throughout the up-County area . The crosspoles 
were used for curing the tobacco leaves. 

HistOriC maps indicate Henry Young living in thi s vidnlfy by 1865, and continued to live here in 1878. Still 
extant IS 0 sma ll frame gable roof structu re thaI may have been on ICe house . The structure IS ventila ted by 
a frame louvered cupola With delicate, Greek Revival·style detailing. 

Zaning . RDT 

Michael Dwyer, 1973 
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15/9 Captain Clagett-Hilton Farm, 28055 Ridg._ Road 
(Removed from Ihe Locoloonol Atlas by Ihe Planning Boord) 

William Cloge" ocquired Ihis property in 1860 from Ihe Moxley 
family of Friendship (10/1 ). Cloge" built a slore and house 01 
2800 1 Rodge Rood c1874, donoled land for a school near Ihe 
101 at 2804 I Ridge Rood in 1884, and 01 is for him thai 
ClogeHsvi lle was named. HIS house, Q cenler cross gable 
structu re with patte rned shingles and diamond-shaped WJildow 

wOS once represen tati ve of creo houses doting from the late 
1800s . The farmstead's integrity hos been severely comp romi sed 
by ollerol;ons to the histori c house and other his toric structures. 
The histori c house has been expanded with several incompatible 
additions, and altered with replacement windows and 
mod ifica tion of the front cornice. The complex nd udes a bonk 
born and dairy born . Numerous modern buildings, in uding 
mobile homes, metal sheds, and contemporary dwellings hove been constructed in and around the 
formsleod . 

ol'i 19: RDT 

15112 Thompson-Woodfield Farm, 2721 ofld 
27217 Long Comer Rood 
(Removed from Ihe Locolionol Alios by Ihe Planning Boord) 

The Tho mpson-Woodfield Form Included a bonk born and cenler 
cross gab le house whe n il was surveyed in 1973. The house ha s 
been d ISfi gured wilh Ihe loss of Ihe cenler gable and removal of 
the front porch. O ther alterations Include replocement Windows 
and artificial siding. The bank barn is no longer standing . 

The form was apporenily owned by James Thompson by 1878 
who hod a residence loca ted fu rther east, closer 10 the Patuxent 
River, according 10 the Hopkins mop. The exisling dwell ing, built 
closer to Long Corner Road, has a build ing form and style more 
Iypicol o f Ihe c 1900 ero. Al bert W. and Vor9 0noo O. Woodfield 
acquired Ihe property in 1951 from Stinson and Annie Hilton . 
Albert W. Woodfield, Jr., el 01 have owned Ihe property since 2000. 

Zoning' ROT 

Michael Dwyer, '974 
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15114 Mullini~ Store Sit Mulloni. Mill Road I .a the 
Patuxent River (Tax Account N umber 12-00935976) 
(Removed lrom the Locohonol Atlas by the Planning Boord) 

The M ullinix Store bui lding was destroyed by l ire in 2000. The 
two-story structure hod 0 front gable enlrance, shed roof porch, 
and shed roof sid e addition. Used for a store and post o ffice 
around 1900 , the Mullinix Store was a center of ochvlty fo r local 
residenls. Nearby were Cid er, sow, and grist mi ll s, built by 1878, 
and all operated by members of the MullinIX family. The store 
closed in the early 1930s. The site, located near the Patuxent 
Ri ver, is owned by the Stote of Maryland's Deportment af Natural 
Resources. 

Zoning: RDT 

15(19 Warthan-Day Farm, 8711 Damascus Road 
(Removed from the Lacatianal Atlas by the Planning Boord) 

The form was originally own ed by Nathan Warthan . Under the 
Day ownership, in th e 20th century, Ihe form was a dairy 
operation featuring prize-wi nning COwS . The property includes 0 

bonk born, milk hou se, terro cotto silo (mi ssing its roof), and 
concrete siave silo. The dwelli ng house had a log section that 
was lorn off In the eady 1900s when a frome add ition was buil t. 
The house hos had many alterations over the years. 

Bank born, silos 

Michael Dwyer, 1973 
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15/'21 John O. Etchison Hous.. (formerly Mad,son 
Etchiso", House). 25611 LO"9 Corner Rood 
(Removed from the locotlonol Atlas by th e Plann ing Boord) 

The John O. Etchison House IS a fi ve-boy frame farmhouse, 
li kely bU ilt about 1882. John Osborne Elchison establIShed a 
form after acquiring 74 acres of land from his fo ther, Madison 
Etchison, and others. The house has been oltered with artifICial 
siding, replacement windows, and reor and side additions c nd 
enclosures. The farm is tn the vICInity of the Boot jack commumty, 
named for the distinctive shape of th e rood Intersection. 

ZOning, ROT 

15/24 Wilson Warfield Fa,"" 26725 Annapolis Rock Road 
(Rem oved from the locolionol Atlas by the Planning Boord) 

Thi s resource is within Patuxent River Stote Pork and incl udes two 
sil es . Wilson Warfield Site I is a complex of buildings aboul 
I .5 miles from Annapolis Rock Rood olong 0 private drive. A 
la rge barrack born has verlica l boord siding and standing seam 
metal roof. O ther structures include a garage or equipment 
building and several poultry houses or sheds. Stand ing near the 
house site is a spnnghouse or dairy with prOtecting front gable 
roo f. 

Wi lson Warfield Site 2 is more remote and is located 
approximately one-half mile closer to the Patuxent River. This 
si te consists of on abandoned two- door house in deteriorated 
conditi on. A sma ller structure, likely a summer kitchen, IS 

localed nearby. Spn nghouse/ dolry, Site J 

Zoning : ROT 

Borrock born, 5de 1 Fronl b;ode of rwo-door house with Summer kitchen, Site 2 
collopsed fro nt porch, Site 2 
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15/26 Fr..d Walkins House 7373 Damascus Rood 
(Removed from the Locational Atlas by the Plannin g Boord) 

When first surveyed in the early 1970s, this resourcp ;,,;ciuded a 
dwelling house and a bank barn. The bank born is no longer 
standing. The residence has been renovated and has 
replacement windows and a large rear addition. The five-bay 
structure has center cross gable roof and full Width porch ond 
likely dates from about 1900. The house has a box cornice with 
goble returns. The Windows were 2/2 with narrow shutters. 
Windows are graduated with those on the first level taller than 
those on the second level. The house was covered with 
clapboard siding rather thon the more commonly found 
German or lop siding. The property belonged to Fred Watkins 
in the early 1970s. 

Zoning ; RDT 

15/27 Colonel lyde Gciffith, M"rhl" Warfield Form, 
7305 and 7307 Damoscus Rood 
(Removed from the Locotionol Atlas by the Planning Boord) 

The Colonel Lyde Griffith Farm is associated wl1h on influential 
citizen and early settler of the Etchison area. Colonel Lyde 
Griffith (1774-1832) was a County Commissioner, served in the 
44th Regiment (Montgomery County) In the War of 18 12, and 
was the grandson of patriot Henry Griffith. Col. G riHith also 
potented the 1,196 acre tract known as Griffithsbu rg , from 
which this form comes. The farm is the site of the Griffith family 
cemetery, includi ng the grove of Col. Lyde Griffith {headstones 
no longer Visible). Chrome mines were operated on or near the 
farm from c 1837 to at least 1865. These mines were associated 
with the leading American chrome mining and processing 
entrepreneur, Isaac Tyson Jr., who operated the Tysons Chrome mines on or near the resource by the 1860s. Tyson 
helped create the American chrome industry by establis.hi ng numerous mines in Maryland and Pennsylvania and opening 
America's first chrome processing plant (in Baltimore). 

The farm also contains a three-bay, log and frame dwelling house (now covered with Vinyl Siding), representative of 19th 
cenlury vernacular architecture In Montgomery Counly. The dale of the farmhouse is uncertain. However, it may date to 
the period between 1797, Griffith's first marriage to Anne Poole Dorsey, and 1809, when he morried his second wife, 
Amelia Wayman. The substantial dairy barn on the property is representative of 20th century dairy farming practices and 
construction techniques. Merhle Warfield constructed the concrete block dairy barn In 1930, with additions In 1937 and 
1957. The farm IS one of the last five operating dairy farms In the county. 

Zoning; RDT 

Dairybarn and silo 

Upper Patuxent Area Historic Resources nl.l1tnlr1 J:: bt>l1rlJ rl:.th 94 



15128 Lu.her Moore Form, 7201 Oamascu. Road 
(Retoined by the Pl anning Board on the Atlos consisten t wi th the 
Board's policy to keep resou rces on the Atlos pendin g Counci l 
evaluati on in cases where the Planning Boord and Historic 
Preservation Commission differ o n whether to designate) 

The Planning Boord recommend s against deSignation of this 
reSOurce. The Luther Moore Farm consists of a 19th century 
vernacu lar dwelling house and a sioble a nd equipment shed o f 
modern constructio n. When first evaluated and recom mended 
for designation by the Histonc Preservation Commission and 
sloH, Ihe form also Includ ed Iwo slruclures Ihal stood behind Ihe 
dwe lling : a 19 th century fro me domestic ou tbuilding (summer 

ki lchen or dairy house) and 0 rare log tobacco house Ihal had 
been altered by the addi tio n of a chimne'y and concrete floor 

and removal o f the cross poles. 

The owner subsequently no ted that she removed the twa structures in October 20 10 fo r safely reasons 
because th ey had been damaged by storms that summer. The dwel ling house, with an origi nal sectio n (the 
soulheast block) dOling from around 184 70nd Ihe moin seclion doling from belween 1912 ond 1918, 
is representative o f vernacular architecture in the Upper Patuxen t from the mid 1800s to early 1900s. Its 
anginal section may be o ne of the o ld est dwellings in the Upper Patuxent, and Its firs tlloor in terio r includes 
extremely wide floorboards, a box staircase, and large exposed overhead beams. Its early 20th century sec· 
lion typi f,es Ihe five-boy side-gabled dwelling thai become popular in Ihe lole 1880s in Ihe Upper Paluxent. 
Nevertheless, the dwelling house has insuffiCIent in tegrity to warrant designation of the form without its to­

bacco born a nd domestic outbui ldi ng. The dwell ing was moved bock several hundred feet from its a nginal 
locotion along the rood and has vi nyl siding, rep lacement windows, replacement doors, a sh ed roof addi­
tion along the rear fQ(;ade, and a two-car basement 90roge underneath the southern portion o f Ihe house. 
The mud and stone chimney was rep laced by a brick chimney. 

The property originally was a 108-acre tobacco farm. Henry Moore first acqulfed the land from Frederick 
Ga ither 10 1842, part of tracts known as Resurvey o n Hortley's Lot and Gri fflthsburg. His son, Luth er W. 
M oore is believed to have built th e origina l section of th e house; Henry 's grandson, Luther 1. Moore built 
the later maIO section . 

Zoning: RDT 

Tobecco house, demolished October 20 ' 0 Domesflc oulbwldmg, demolished October Luther Moore Form, view from Damascus 

2010 Road, '970. The double cflb barn 
(foreground) and log tobacco house 
(background) ore no longer standing. 
Source. Sleven Hawkins 
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15130 Log Rom SUe, 2'1899 Holterman Road 
moved to 19816 River Road, Poolesville 
(Removed from the Locotionol Atlas by the Plannin g Boord) 

This log born (perhaps a tobacco house was moved (by 1997) 
from its original site on Hollerman Road. II now serves as on 
addition to the Quarry Master's House (1 7/ 54), Seneca C reek 
Stote Park. The curator dismantled the structure and 
re constructed it in its currentlocalron. The born hod losl its roof. 
In lis new location , the resource was fi t1ed with a new roo f thot 
profects it from the elements. 

20n1l19: O riginal Site: ROT 
Currcnt SITe: ROT 

Born moved to Quorry MOSIer's House, 
198 16 River Rood 
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15/01 

table 6 Summary of Resources, Tax Account Numbers, and Planning Board Actions 
The Planning Board's actions on the Master Plan of Historic Places are advisory only. Their actions on the locational 
Atlas are final. Dates of action were November 4, December 13, and February 10 of 201 O. 

Sites 

Friendship 2811 0 Ridge Road 12-00937190 Designate 

10/03 John Moxley Farm 28800 Kemptown Road 12-0093792 Do not designate 

Removed from Locational 

10/05 John D. Purdum House 28814 Kemptown Road 12-00937508 	 Do not designate 

Removed from Locational 

Atlas 

10/18 Burdette-Riddle Farm 27100 Purdum Road 12-00939837 	 Do not designate 

Removed from Locational 

Atlas 

12/10 James Lauman Farm 22000 Peach Tree Rd 12-00916302 	 Do not designate 

Removed from Locotional 

Atlas 

Parr's Spring 4704 Old National Pike 13-002061 /U-81 018 Designate 

15/02 Matthew Molesworth 13501 Penns Shop Rd 12-00938638 Do not designate 

House (moved to 13516 Golf 09-295097 Removed from Locational 

Club Court, Frederick Atlas 

County) 

15/03 Rezin Moxley House 3597 Medd Ave 12-00925795 	 Do not designate 

Removed from Locational 

Atlas 

15/04 Alfred Baker House 28901 Kemptown Rd 12-00923364 	 Do not designate 

Removed from Locational 

Atlas 

15/05 Molesworth-Burdette Farm 28600 Rd 12-00923967 

15106 Becraft Farm 28500 Ridge Rd 12-01613937 Do not designate 

Removed from Locational 

15/07 Brown's Tobacco House 28601 Ridge Rd 12-00923717 	 Do not designate 

Removed from Locational 

Atlas 

15/08-1 

(map 2, #14) 

Montgomery Chapel 

Methodist Protestant 

Church and Cemetery 

28201 Kemptown Rd 

-­ Ridge Rd 

-­ Ridge Rd 

12-01876507 (P922) 

12-00936685 (P915) 

12-00936982 (P867) 

Not evaluated as a site 

Recommended for inclusion 

in Clagettsville Historic 

15/08-2 

(map 2, #15) 

Ira MoxleylHarvey Moxley 

House' 

28318 Kemptown Rd 12-00927247 Not evaluated as a site 

(Recommended for inciusion 

in Clagettsville Historic 

District) 

--~..... ------­
I His;ork resource that was co~sidered bv Historic Preservatior Commissio:'i fi~t tor irdus~on in a historic d:strict ofld thei) for desigr:otion as a site, 
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Sites, continued 

15/08-3 Robert B. and Susan 28322 Kemptown Rd 12-00937348 Not evaluated as a site 

(map 2, #16) Moxley House' (Recommended for 

inclusion in Clagettsville 

Historic District) 

15/08-4 

(map 2, #17) 

Lewis and Laura Easton 

House' 

28408 Kemptown Rd 12-00928787 Not evaluated as a site 

(Recommended for inclusion 

in Clagettsville Historic 

District) 

15/08-5 

(map 2, #18) 

Ottie and Tressie Moxley 

Housel 

28411 Kemptown Rd 12-01884688 Not evaluated as a site 

(Recommended for inclusion 

in Clagettsville Historic 

District) 

15/08-6 Ollie and Lelia Moxley 28515 Kemptown Rd 12-00937304 Not evaluated as a site 

(map2,#19) Farm' (Not recommended for 

inclusion in Clagettsville 

Historic Distirct, removed 

from Locational Atlas) 

15/09 Capt. Clagett-Hilton Farm 28055 Ridge 12-00931661 	 Do not designate 

Removed from Locational 

Atlas 

15/12 Thompson-Woodfield Farm 27211 Long Corner Rd 

27217 Long Corner Rd 

12-00944300 

12-00944297 

Do not deSignate 

Removed from Locational 

Atlas 

15/13 Shipley-Mullinix Farm 27001 Long Corner Road 

Unknown 

12-00937510 DeSignate 

15/14 Mullinix Store Site Mullinix Mill Rd near 

Patuxent River 

12-00935976 Do not deSignate 

Removed from Locational 

Atlas 

15/16 Clagett-Brandenburg Farm 26360 Mullinix Mill Rd 12-00924585 Designate 

and Tobacco House 

15/17 Sarah Brandenburg Farm 26301 Mullinix Mill Rd 12-00010180 Designate 

15/19 Warthan-Day Farm 8711 Damascus Rd 12-00927420 Do not designate 

Removed from Locational 

Atlas 

Mt. Lebanan Methodist 8115 Damascus Rd 12-00006405 Designate 

Protestant Church and 

Cemetery 

1 His70ric resource hat wOS considered by fhe Hstoric Preservot:on Commission first ~or :nciusion ir a historic d:stric:- and then for deslgno7ior as a site. 
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Sites, continued 

15/21 John O. Etchison House 25611 Long Corner Road 12-03578743 	 Do not designate 

Removed from Locational 

Atlas 

15/24 Wilson Warfield Farm 26725 Mullinix Mill Rd 12-00009330 	 Do not designate 

Removed from locational 

Atlas 

15/26 Fred Watkins House 7373 Damascus Rd 01-02518631 	 Do not designate 

Removed from Locational 

Atlas 

15/27 Col. Lyde Griffith/Merhie 7305 Damascus Rd 01 -00010362 Do not designate 

Warfield Farm 7307 Damascus Rd Removed from locational 

Atlas 

15/28 luther W. Moore Farm 7201 Damascus Rd 01-01724548 Do not designate 

Retained on Atlas 

15/29-1 Mt. Tabor Methodist 

Episcopal Church 24101 Laytonsville Rd 01 -00006393 Not evaluated as an 

and Cemetery l individual site 

(Not recommended for 

inclusion in Clagettsville 

Historic District, removed 

from Locational Atlas) 

15/30 log barn site 24899 Halterman Rd 01-009636 	 Do not designate 

Removed from Locational 

Atlas 

15/71 Chrobot House (Margaret 24724 Hipsley Mill Rd 01-00009374 Designate 

Price House)2 Added to locational Atlas 

15/73 Basil Warfield Farm2 8201 Damascus Rd 01-0010395 Designate 

8251 Damascus Rd (three dwellings including Added to Locational Atlas 

8131 Damascus Rd tenant house at 8201) 

8251 Damascus Rd 01-00010407 

(front yard for tenant house 

at 8201) 

15/117 Mt. Lebanon School/site 26130 Mullinix Mill Rd 12-00938503 Designate 

af Mt. Lebanon Methodist Added to Locational Atlas 

Episcopal Church2 

I Historic resovrce that was cor:sidered by +e Hisfor:c Preservation CO:":'iiT1issioll first for inclusion :n 0 hisroric d:strid and then for desigrotion as a site. 

'2 Historic resource that waS not or, ..he origino: 1976 Locafiofio( Atlas and It'dex of Historic Sites in Mo,ntgomery Cour'ty Maryland. 
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Districts 
15/8 Clagettsville Historic District - Evaluated Parcels 
(The Planning Board recommends 34 out of 44 parcels for designation and that design guidelines for these parcels be taken up wit 

the County Council, and removed 10 parcels from the Locational Atlas.) 

Farmland and driveway associated 28130 Kemptown Rd 12-00937188 Do not include in District 

with 10/1 Friendship Removed from Locational Atlas 

Montgomery Chapel Methodist 28201 Kemptown Rd 12-01876507 (P922) Include in District (and not evaluated 

Protestant Church and Cemetery -­ Ridge Road 12-00936685 (P915) as a site) 

(see also 15/08-1)' Ridge Rood 12-00936982 (P867) Contributing to District 

Farmland 28218 Kemptown Rd 12-01628563 Do not include in District 

Removed from Locational Atlas 

William and Iida Moxley House 28230 Kemptown Rd 12-00937350 Do not include in District 

Removed from Locational Atlas 

Edmund Rhodes and Joyce 28235 Kemptown Rd 12-00939713 Include in District 

Warfield-Rhodes House Non-contributi ng to District 

Church parsonage 28241 Kemptown Rd 12-00936993 Include in District 

Contributing to District 

Winfred Perkinson House 28305 Kemptown Rd 12-00923694 Include in District 

Contributing to District 

Harvey W. Moxley House 28309 Kemptown Rd 12-00925818 Include in District 

Contributing to District 

William and Agnes Haines House 28310 Kemptown Rd 12-00925740 Include in District 

Contributing to District 

Empty lot 28313 Kemptown Rd 12-00927987 Include in District 

(Darnes Acres Subdivision) Non-contributing to District 

Harvey W. Moxley Store 28314 Kemptown Rd 12-00934540 Include in District 

Dwelling (Darnes Acres Subdivision) 28315 Kemptown Rd 12-00927998 Incl ude in District 

Non-contributing to District 

Dwelling 28317 Kemptown Rd 12-00934551 Include in District 

(Darnes Acres Subdivision) Non-contributing to District 

Ira D. Moxley/Harvey Moxley House 28318 Kemptown Rd 12-00927247 Include in District (and not 

(see also 15/08-2)' eva I u ated as a site) 

Contributing to District 

I Historic reSOJrce thol wOS considered by the Histo{c Pr€servaiic"t Cornrniss:o"'l for wlClusion in a historic district ol')d then for des:gnotion as a site. 

3 Refers to tax parcels, Include ;n District mea_Is that ;-Ox porcel has been evaluated and reco~",,:ended for i"1clusion in The district. Do not iClclude in Distrid means 

that po'-cej h::::lS been eV al0ated and not recommended for incius:or'l, Contr:buting to Distric" means that +e parcel contains known buildings, strllCtures, or featJres that 

contribute to the d;st"'ict's architectural and h;sloricai s:grllf:conce. Non-contributing to District means the parcel does not ccntcin known bt;iioings, structures, or features that 

contribute "0 the dlstric+'s archjtectura: and historical significance. 
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Districts, continued 
x _ ·Of.llain~~'WCtlJreI ~ ":' " "' M~ ~ .~". • ;,i; ·ic~H!l:I!l~L. ,. ~t'!91BOOfd~ti~n$J ,x 
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Dwelling 28319 Kemptown Rd 1 2 -00929031 Include in District 

(Dames Acres Subdivision) Non-contributing to District 

Dwelling 28321 Kemptown Rd 12-00923295 I nclude in District 

(Domes Acres Subdivision) Non-contri buti ng to District 

Robert B. and Susan Moxley House 28322 Kemptown Rd 12-00937348 Include in District (and not evaluated 

(see 0150 15/08-3)' as a site) 

Contributing to District 

William Whitman House 28323 Kemptown Rd 12-00928878 Include in District 

(Domes Acres Subdivision) Non-contributing to District 

Robert (Joke) and Orido Moxley 28332 Kemptown Rd 12-01901762 Include in District 

House Contributing to District 

Bowersox House 28403 Kemptown Rd in District 

Non-contributing to District 

John Burdette House 28404 Kemptown Rd 12-00928606 Include in District 

Contributing to District 

Evelyn Humerick House 28405 Kemptown Rd 12-00932084 Include in District 

(Domes Acres Subdivision) Non-contributing to District 

Small modern outbuilding 28406 Kemptown Rd 12 -00922611 I nclude in District 

Non-contri buti ng to District 

Dwelling 28407 Kemptown Rd 12-00935271 Include in District 

Non-contributing to District 

Lewis and Lauro Easton House 28408 Kemptown Rd Port of 12-00928787 Include in District (and not 

(see also 15/08-4)' evaluated as a 

Contributing to District 

Dwelling 28409 Kemptown Rd 12-00933204 Include in District 

Non-contributing to District 

Ottie and Tressie Moxley House 28411 Kemptown Rd 12-01884688 Include in District (and not 

(see also 15/08-5) evaluated as a site) 

Contributing to District 

Esworthy-Allnut House 28412 Kemptown Rd 12-00922713 Include in District 

Contributing to District 

William B. Moxley Store 28416 Kemptown Rd 12-00929474 Include in District 

Contributing to District 

Dwelling 28419 Kemptown Rd 12-00933170 Include in District 

Contributing to District 

i Historic resource that wos cor:sieered by the Historic Prese,'Votion CO;r"TI ssion first for ir:duslQIi ;n 0 his~oric d:st-"lCi ond then for designot:or"l as a site, 

3 Re~ers to tax parcels. Include in Distnct 'T'.eans that the tax parcel res been evaL.Jo~ed ond recommended for inclusion :n t1e district. Do rot include in District means 

that parcel has bee:'1 evolvoted and not recorn~.etlded for inclusion. CO;'ltrib..;tir"lg to Dist(ct means t~ot the parcel conlolns kno'N"l b~!ld;n9S1 structures, or features thot 

CO'ltribute to the c:strlci!s orchtedural and h:storical sign'ficance. Non-contribuhng to D:strict means the porcei does not cC'1toin known buildings, st..-uctJres J or feo"ures that 

contribute to the district's arch:tecTl....:ra' and hisfor:col significa:'1ce. 
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Districts, continued 

Albert W. Boker/William and 28420 Kemptown Rd 12-00929417 Include in District 

Minnie Moxley House Contributing to District 

Kaetzel House 28500 Kemptown Rd 12-00932701 Do not include in District 

Removed from Locational Atlas 

Farmland 28505 Kemptown Rd Part of 12-00929510 Do not include in District 

Removed from Locational Atlas 

Millie Moxley and Fuller Phebus 28510 Kemptown Rd 12-00938811 Do not include in District 

House Removed from Locational Atlas 

John Seipp House 28514 Kemptown Rd 12-00940517 Do not include in District 

Ollie and Lelia Moxley Farm 28515 Kemptown Rd 12-00937304 Do not include in District 

Removed from Locational Atlas 

William Alfred Smith House 28520 Kemptown Rd 12-00933831 Do not include in District 

Removed from Locational Atlas 

Isaac Moxley Farm Building 9915 Moxley Rd 12-00942788 Do not include in District 

Removed from Locational At as 

John H, Clagett House 28001 Ridge Rd Part of 12-00925807 Include in District 

Contributing to District 

William C. Clagett House 28015 Ridge Rd 12-00931023 Inc!ude in District 

Contributing to District 

Samuel 0, Warfield House 28020 Ridge Rd Part of 12-0367381 7 Indude in District 

(New tax 10 as of Plat Contributing to District 

No, 241221 "Damascus 

Ridge" received by Circuit 

Ct 9,2,201 

Warfield-Moxley Service Station 28030 Ridge Rd 12-00943098 Include in District 

Contributing to District 

15/29 Etchison Historic District - Evaluated Parcels 

(The Planning Board recommends 5 of 18 parcels for designation, and removed 13 parcels from the Locational Atlas,) 


Walter and Ida Allnutt House 6920 Damascus Rd 01-00000157 Include in District 

(Parcel P909) Contributing 10 District 

Nettie Hawkins Store 7000 Damascus Rd 01-00002486 Include in District 

(Etchison Store) (Parcel P805) Contribuli ng to District 

Etchison-Hawkins House 7004 Damascus Rd 

Hawkins Feed Store 24230 Laytonsville Rd 

1 Historic resource that was considered by the Hisforic PreserJotion Corn ........ iss:on firSt for i:lclusion in c historic district and ther for des:gnotior as a site. 

3 Refers to tax parcels. Inc'l.Ide;n Dislr"ct means that tr-c tax parcel has been evaluated ord recommendea for inclusion In the district. Do not include in District means 

that parcel hos been evaluoteci and not recommended for :ndusion. Contributing to District means that the pc"cel contc:ns Known buildirgs, Siruct:.Jres, or features t"1ot 

contribute to the distflC'S architectural and h:storical significance. Non~confribuhng District means t~e parcel does :tot contoiG known buildings, structures, orfeolures that 

contribute to t'1e aistricf's archiTectural and h:storical sign;ficance. 
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Thomas F. Hawkins House 7010 Damascus Rd 01 -00000501 Include in District 

(Parcel P707) Contributing to District 

Mt. Tabor Methodist Episcopal 24101 Laytonsville Rd 01-00006393 Do not include in District (and not 

Church-Cemetery (see also evaluated as a site) 

15/29·1)' Removed from Locational Atlas 

Claudia and Luther Howard 24110 Laytonsville Rd 01·00004372 Do not include in District 

House Removed from Locational Atlas 

J. Ernest and Ruth Hawkins 24114 Laytonsville Rd 01-00003914 Do not include in District 

House Removed from Locational Atlas 

Church parsonage 24115 Laytonsville Rd 01·00006770 Do not include in District 

Removed from Locational Atlas 

Bogley House 24118 Laytonsville Rd 01-00000716 Do not include in District 

Removed from Locational Atlas 

E. Dorsey Hawkins House 24119 Laytonsville Rd 01·00005764 Do not include in District 

Removed from Locational Atlas 

Street frontage 24124 Laytonsville Rd Part of 01·02674452 Do not include in District 

Removed from Locational Atlas 

Marshall House 24125 Laytonsville Rd 01-0172847 Do not include in District 

Removed from Locational Atlas 

Street frontage 24130 Laytonsville Rd 01·02674441 Do not include in District 

Removed from Locationai Atlas 

Gertrude Bowman and Norman 24200 Laytonsville Rd 01·00004428 Do not include in District 

Weber House Removed from Locational Atlas 

James and Willie B. Gue House 24201 Laytonsville Rd 01·00004406 Do not include in District 

Removed from Locational Atlas 

Tom and Jane King HOi.Jse 24210 Laytonsville Rd 01·00005104 Do not include in District 

Removed from Locational Atlas 

Virginia Weber and R. Washington 24211 Laytonsville Rd 01 -00003663 Do not include in District 

Bowman House Removed from Locational Atlas 

Hipsley·Hawkins House 24220 Laytonsville Rd 01·00003253 Include in District 

(Parcel P81 7) to District 

William and Pearl Moore House 24221 Laytonsville Rd 01·00007160 Include in District 

(Parcel P802) Contributing to District 

1 Historic resource ~hot was cO:1sidered by t:,e H:storic Preservation CommiSSIon first for inclusion in a historic dis·r;ct and then for designation as Q site. 

3 Refers to tox porce:s. Include in D'stricr means +ot the tox parcel has been evaluated and recommeraed for irdlJsion in the district. Do not irdude in D;strkt mears 

that parcel has been evaluated and not recommended for inclusion. Contribut:'l9 to D:strict means Thot the parcel con"'O:ns known bui:dings, structures, or featJres that 

cO.1tribvte to ~re dis~rict's archtedural o:ld 'listorica! sigrjticance, Non-contribL:+ing to District means the parcel does not contain know"! b;Jildings, strJdures, or feotJres that 

cont6bu;e to the district's orchitedural and historicoi signHicorce. 
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elected and appointed officials 

county council 
Valerie Ervin, President 
Roger Berliner, Vice-President 
Phil Andrews 
Marc Eirich 
Nancy Floreen 
George Leventhal 
Nancy Navarro 
Craig Rice 
Hans Riemer 

county executive 
Isiah Leggett 

The Maryland-National Capital Park and Planning Commission 
Francoise Carrier, Chairman 
Elizabeth M. Hewlitt, Vice-Chairman 

commissioners 

Fran<;oise M. Corrier, Chairman Samuel J. Parker, Chairman 
Marye Wells-Harley, Vice Chairman Sylvester J. Vaughns, Vice Chairman 
Joseph Alfandre Sarah A. Cavitt 
Amy Presley Jesse Clark 
Norman Dreyfuss A. John Squire 

historic preservation commission 
Leslie K. Miles, Chair William Kirwan 
Sandra Heiler M'lisa Whitney 
Jorge Rodriguez Paul Treseder 
John Jessen Craig D. Smith 

Joseph Coratola 
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The Process of Amending the Master Plan for Historic Preservation 

The STAFF DRAFT PLAN is prepared for presentation to the Montgomery County Historic Preservation 
Commission. The Staff Draft reflects the recommendations of the Historic Preservation staff. The Historic 
Preservation Commission holds a public hearing and receives testimony, after which it holds public 
worksessions to review the testimony and revise the Staff Draft Plan as appropriate. When the Historic 
Preservation Commission's changes are made, the document becomes the Public Hearing Draft Plan. 

The PUBLIC HEARING DRAFT PLAN reflects the Historic Preservation Commission's recommendations for 
amending the Master Plan for Historic Preservation. The Planning Board holds a public hearing and receives 
testimony, after which it holds public worksessions to review the testimony, considers the analysis and 
recommendations provided by the Historic Preservation Commission and Historic Preservation staff, and 
revises the Public Hearing Draft Plan as appropriate. When the Planning Board's changes are made, the 
document becomes the Planning Board Draft Plan. 

The PLANNING BOARD DRAFT PLAN is the Planning Board's recommended Plan and reflects its revisions 
to the Public Hearing Draft Plan. The Regional District Act requires the Planning Board to transmit a master 
plan amendment to the County Council with copies to the County Executive who must, within sixty days, 
prepare and transmit a fiscal impact analysis of the Planning Board Draft Plan to the County Council. The 
County Executive may also forward to the County Council other comments and recommendations. 

After receiving the Executive's fiscal impact analysis and comments, the County Council holds a public 
hearing to receive public testimony. After the hearing record is closed, the Council's Planning, Housing, and 
Economic Development (PHED) Committee holds public worksessions to review the testimony and makes 
recommendations to the County Council. The Council holds its own worksessions, makes revisions to the 
Planning Board Draft according to its assessment of which resources and districts should be designated, 
then adopts a resolution approving the Planning Board Draft Plan, as revised. 

After Council approval the plan is forwarded to the Maryland-National Capital Park and Planning 
Commission for adoption. Once adopted by the Commission, the plan officially amends the master plans, 
functional plans, and sector plans cited in the Commission's adoption resolution. 
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OFFICE OF THE COUNTY EXECUTIVE 
ROCKVILLE, MARYlA'lD 20850Isiah Leggett 

County Executive 
MEMORANDUM 

April 26, 2012 

TO: 	 Roger Berliner, Council President ~ 

??/~~,FROM: 	 Isiah Leggett, County Executive .-t ......./ f'-"'V 


SUBJECT: 	 Planning Board Draft Master Plan 

Upper Patuxent Area Historic Resources 


Thank for the opportunity to comment on the Montgomery County Planning 
Board's Draft Amendment to the Master Plan for Historic Preservation; Upper Patuxent Area 
Historic Resources. My staffwould like to acknowledge the Planning Board's thorough and 
detailed analysis of the 31 upcounty resources. 

Please fmd attached comments from Montgomery County Fire and Rescue 
Service; and the Department of Transportation. The coordination of environmental settings 
and designations with master planned rights-of-way is a critical component ofthis evaluation 
process. Potential conflicts between the future transportation network and historic resources 
have been identified for the County Council's review and consideration. 

Should you have any questions regarding the technical comments, please 
contact Mr. Bob Simpson, Senior Planning Specialist, Department of Transportation at 
bob.simpson@montgomerycountymd.gov 

Attachments 

mailto:bob.simpson@montgomerycountymd.gov


MONTGOMERY COUNTY FIRE AND RESCUE SERVICE 

Richard R. BowerS"lsiah Leggett 

Fire Chit:! County Executive 

MEMORANDUM 

April 6, 2012 

TO: 	 Greg Ossont) Deputy Director 

Department of General Ser)dees, /)./12 


I ,.,.-~ ( I 1 
t',/" j{ 1 / / 

FROM: 	 Richard R Bowers, ChieV .{)/fv?Vytc':'f',Y..,/tL~-----___,,­
Montgomery County Fire and Rescue Service 

SUBJECT: 	 Planning Board Dratl Amendment to the Master Plan tbr Historic 
Preservation: Upper Patuxent Area Historic Resources 

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the document titled, 
"Planning Board Draft Amendment to the Master Ptan for Historic Preservation: Upper 
Patuxent Area .Historic Resources," as well as the February 28, 2012 letter from Planning 
Board Chair Francoise CalTier to County Executive lsiah Leggett. Based on review of 
these documents by my staff, I take no exception to the recommendations presented; 
however, should any of the referenced structures be considered for public use at some 
future date, applicable life safety codes adopted by Montgomery County and mandated 
by County Code would appLy to safeguard persons visiting these structures. 

Should you have questions, please contact Planning Section Manager 
Scott Gutschick at 240-777-2417. 

RRBfSG:cph 

cc: 	 AIC Michael Donahue, Office of the Fire Marshal 

Scott Gutschick, Planning Section Manager, MCFRS 


Office of the Fire Chief 


-1"0"1 \1;~~~~ St;~~<i2th Fl()or • RockvilIe,-Maryland 20850 • 240· 777~406--~-'240-777-0725 TTY : 240-777-244':;:-PAX-"­
www,montgomerycountymd.gov 


montgomeryc(,JUntymd.gov/311 240-773-3556 TTY 
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Montgomery County Department of Transportation 

Comments on 


Upper Patuxent Area Historic Resources - Planning Board Draft 

MNCPPC, February 2011 


Apri12012 


General Concerns 
1. 	 The Environmental Setting of Friendship (1011) should be reduced to 

exclude the master planned right"of-way (r/w) of Kemptown Road (a 
Maryland State Highway - MD 80). Map 3 (page 44) does not show any 
contributing features within that area. The Environmental Setting 
description on page 45 should be revised accordingly. 

2. 	 The Historic District Boundary ofthe Clagettsville Historic District (15/8) 
should be reduced to exclude the master planned r/w of Ridge Road (MD 
27), and the existing rlw of Kemptown Road (MD 80) south of property 
28235. There are no contributing features within these areas. 

3. 	 The Environmental Setting of Sarah Brandenburg Farm (15/17) should be 
reduced to exclude the existing pavement of Mullinix Mill Road within 
the parcel. Map 9 (page 68) does not show any contributing features 
within the area. 

4. 	 Since it appears that the entire parcel is necessary for the Environmental 
Setting for Mt. Lebanon Methodist Protestant Church and Cemetery 
(15/20), the amendment should propose a modified master planned 
alignment for Damascus Road (MD 108) to avoid the parcel so there will 
be no transportation/historic resource conflict in the future. 

5. 	 More guidance is needed for Etchison Historic District (15/29) with regard 
to the obvious conflict between the master planned rlw for Laytonsville 
Road (MD 108) and three contributing buildings. The amendment should 
propose a modified master planned alignment for MD 108 to avoid the 
buildings so there will be no transportationlhistoric resource conflict in the 
future. 

6. 	 The Environmental Setting of Basil Warfield Farm (15173) should be 
reduced to exclude the master planned right-of-way (r/w) of Damascus 
Road (MD 108). Map 13 (page 78) does not show any contributing 
features within that area, and only the Tenant House close by. 111e 
Environmental Setting description on page 79 should be revised 
accordingly. 

7. 	 The correct address for the Mt. Lebanon School/Site ofMt. Lebanon 
Methodist Episcopal Church (151117) needs to be detennined, and 
consistently used. It is shown as 26310 Mullinix Mill Road on pages 39 
and 43, but as 26130 Mullinix Mill Road on pages 80,81, and 99. 

Specific Comments 
p. 9 - correct name of 12/10 James Lauman Farm in footnote 3. 

p. 13 -	 bold Parr's Spring (15/1) on the third line of the second paragraph 



p. 15 - bold Clagett-Brandenburg Farm (15/16) on the eighth line of the second 

complete paragraph 


p. 19 - check the spelling of"Friendhship" on the sixth line of the bottom paragraph; is 

that a historical spelling (in which. ..case add "Isic]" after it) or a typo? 


p. 20 - bold Mt. Lebanon Methodist Protestant Church (15120) on the seventh line of 

the top paragraph 


p. 23 - check formatting of the word "requirements" in the top paragraph 

- correct name ofWarthan.:Day Farm (15/19) in top paragraph; add the dash to make it 

consistent with the rest of the plan 


p. 28 - correct the first sentence in the fourth paragraph to state, "One of the ... just over 

the county line." 


p. 29 - correct the first sentence in the fifth paragraph to state, "The Two-Door House; ~ 


a two-story ... ." (i.e., delete the comma and replace with the word "is") 


p. 39 - correct separator line in Table 1 by moving it under the words "Church and 

Cemetery" for listing #27 

- correct listing #37 by moving the road name and tax i.d. information to the Street 

Address column 

- check address oflisting #38 (see General Concerns 7. above) 

- add a footnote to Table 1 listing sites #14 through #19 and #34 and providing a brief 

explanation of why they were evaluated by the HPC but not listed on Table 1 


p. 43 - check address ofresource #15/117 (see General Concerns 7. above) 


p. 51 - correct the second sentence in the second bullet to state, "Existing visual cues ... 

by a central institution efor business (here a church), ...." 

- do not bold Friendship (10/1) or Becraft Farm (15/6) on this page; per the note at the top 

of the page they are not part of the Historic District) 


p. 52 - correct the formatting of the word "cousins" in the indented quotation 


p. 53 - do not bold Friendship (10/1) under Cornelius Moxley; it is not within the 

Historic District 

- where is 28501 Kemptown (shown under James A. Moxley m. Hattie Easton)?; no such 

parcel address is shown on Map 6 


p. 54 - correct the formatting of the word "decorative" in the indented quotation within 

the People's Lumber inset box 




p. 56 - delete "Locational Atlas Resource" from the last sentence of the top paragraph 

- bold (28015 Ridge Road) in the fifth sentence of the fourth paragraph 

- bold 28001 Ridge Road (twice) in the bottom paragraph 


p.57 bold (28015 Ridge Road) in the first sentence of the top paragraph 

- where is 28105 Ridge Road (mentioned in the second paragraph)?; no such parcel 

address is shown on Map 6 

- bold 28001 Ridge Road in the first sentence of the second paragraph 


p. 58 - correct 28020 Ridge Road in the first complete sentence ofthe top (partial) 

paragraph 

- where is 28418 Kemptown Road (mentioned in the third paragraph) and should it be 

bold?; no such parcel address is shown on Map 6 

- bold 28015 Ridge Road in the fourth paragraph 

- do not bold 28130 Ridge Road in the bottom paragraph 


p. 59 - do not bold 28230 Kemptown Road next to #5 

- where is 18230 Kemptown Road (mentioned in the second paragraph)? 


p. 68 - a consistent name for the tributary shown on Map 9 is needed; is it "Scott" Branch 

as shown here and on Map 14 (p. 80) or "Scotts" Branch as shown in the text on p. 81? 


p. 72 - show the master planned r/w for Hipsley Mill Road (Rustic Road "R-23") with a 

70' minimum r/w width 


p. 80 - check address of this resource (see General Concerns 7. above) 

- a consistent name for the tributary shown on Map 14 is needed; is it "Scott" Branch as 

shown here and on Map 9 (po 68) or "Scotts" Branch as shown in the text on p. 8l? 


p. 81 - check address of this resource (see General Concerns 7. above) 

- a consistent name for the tributary named in the text is needed; is it "Scott" Branch as 

shown on Map 9 (p. 68) and on Map 14 (p, 80) or "Scotts" Branch as shown here? 


p. 85 - is the address for 15/3 Rezin Moxley House on Medd Road as shown in Table 5 

here or Avenue as shown on p. 88? 


p. 88 - is the address for 15/3 Rezin Moxley House on Medd Avenue or Road? 

p. 95 - correct the name of the resource as Luther W. Moore Farm 

p. 97 ~ is the address for 15/3 Rezin Moxley House on Medd Ave. or Rd.? 

p. 99 - check address of resource #151117 (see General Concerns 7 . above) 

p. 102 add separator lines between listings in the Table for resource 15/29 at the bottom 
of the page 



a MarylandW Department of Agriculture 
Office ofthe Secretary 
MartIn ~,Governor The Wayne A Cawhly;Jr. BuIIcIIns 41OJMI.5700 IIeIdrnorIIWuII 
Aathony G.1INwD" Lr. Governor 301.261.8106 WaIhInpm. o.c.50 Han'Y S.'I'hImIn PutwIy 

AIInapoIis.~.ll401Earl ~Hance, 5«ntary ·U0.a4I.591.f Fax 

Mary aliln Set.dna. Caput)' Secr«:ary 1ntemet:_.mda.state.mdJII aoo.4t2.S5'1 101 FnIe 


MARYLAND AGRICULTURAL LAND PRESERVATION FOUNDATION 

March 30, 2012 


Isiah Leggett, County Executive 
Executive Ofice Building 
101 Monroe Street, tid Floor 
Rockville, MD 20850 

Re: 	 Upper Patuxent Area Historic Resources Mater Plan , 
Historic Preservation Designation: Molesworth-BurdetteJRock Hill Orchard 

Dear County Executive Leggett 

I am writing to you to request your assistance in representing OUf concerns to the Montgomery County 
Council with respect to the Upper Patuxent Area Historic Resources Master Plan, which the Planning 
Board recently sent you for your review. We have been told that your office has a 45 day comment 
period to provide your formal recommendation to the County Council. The Foundation would like to take 
this opportunity to address our concerns regarding the proposed Master Plan, specH1cal'y regarding the 
historic preservation designation of the Molesworth-Burdette historic resource (found on page 49 of the 
Master Plan). This property is more commonly referred to as Rock HUl Orchard, located along Route 27 
In the Damascus area of the County. The Foundation purchased an agricultural easement for close to 
$1.000,000 on this property in December of 2007, which perpetually protects the entire fann for 
agricultural uses. The Foundation's easement is memorialized by a Deed of Easement d~ted December 
6, 2007 and recorded among the Land Records of Montgomery County in Llber 35859 folio 535 ("the 
Deed of Easemenf'). A copy is enclosed herewith. 

The Foundation's concerns regarding the historic preservation designation are three-fold. First, from 
diScussions between Foundation staff, County Planning staff, and Historic Preservation Commission staff, 
it is our understanding that the purpose of designating this fiimn is to protect the agricultural character and 
historic integrity of the farm into the future. The recorded agricultural easement in the County Land 
Records accomplishes that goal in perpetuity. The purpose of the agricultural easement is to uenable the 
land to remain in agricultural use for the P.fOC/uctlon of food and fiber by preS9fVing and protecting in 
perpetuity its agricultural value, character; use and utility and to prevent any use or condition of the land 
that would impair or interfere with its agricultural value, character, use orutIlity.' [Deed of Easement Page 
3, Section I) The Foundation is concerned that the historic preservation designation may create a conflict 
in the future with the State easement Agricultural methods are constantly evolving Jor the production qf 
food and fiber. Such evolving methods may clash with the Historic Preservation Commission's vision of 
·customary farming operations." 

Second, we are concemed about the "environmental setting" proposed to surround the historical 
structures on the fann. When the Foundation staff was originally asked about a historic preservation 
designation. it was our understanding that it would affect only the historic structures and possibly an acre 
surrounding them for the "environmental setting. P We have since leamed that the proposed Master Plan 
includes the entire 140 acre property as part of the "environmental setting.· The easement specifically 
states that ·Unless written approval is first obtained from the Grantee, no easement or otherrestriction 
may be granted to any person oraovemment agency In the land subject to this deed ofeasemenf' 
(emphasis added)[Deed of Easement Page 4 Section IIA3J. Designating a property for historical 



preservation that Is already encumbered with a State agricultural easement is a further restriction on the 
easement land. Prior approval from the Foundation Board of Trustees for such a restriction Is required 
because of the impact that the historical designation would have upon agricultural u;ses and structures on 
that land. 

Finally, If Rock Hill Orchard, or any property encumbered with an agricultural easement, is designated for 
historic preservation, the owners of the property would be required to obtain approval from the Historic 
Preservation Commission prior to aHering the property, including construction of new agricultural 
buildings. Through the Historic Work. Permit process, a landowner may be required to alter the design or 
materials of a planned agricultural structure to meet the historic guidelines or criteria. This couk:! result in 
higher costs for materials or design, which may price the farmer out of the ability to proceed with their 
agricultural plan for the property, which is unacceptable to the Foundation. 

The Foundation is generally ncit adverse to the designation of properties for historic preservation; in fact 
we can see the benefit of the designation as another "tool" to help protect large landscapes for a variety 
of purposes and uses. However, the Foundation's Board of Trustees must approve the designation since 
the property is encumbered with a MAlPF easement The Foundation has established a process for 
approving restrictions that would overlay its easements. The Montgomery County Planning staff is aware 
of this. process and can assist the County in bringing an application forward with the landown&r's consent. 

In.additlon, I would like to ask you to consider modifying the Master Plan as follows: 

1. 	 the historic preservation designation should be linitad to the structures that have been deemed to 
be historical in nature; 

2. 	 revise the "environmental setting- to only encompass a limited area around the identified historic 
structures, possible 1 acre or less; and 

3. 	 the historic preservation designation should also recognize the superiority of the Foundation's 
easement and that the historic designation will not interfere with the agricultural integrity of the 
land. . 

There is a balance that must be achieved between protecting historic buildings, features, and landscapes 
and protecting agricultural lands and agricultural uses. The histanc aspect looks to the past and how to 
maintain the status quo. The agricultural aspect looks toward the future and how agriculture can continue 
to be viable not only economically, but also as a lifestyle for generations to come. The Foundation looks 
forward to wOl'I<ing together with Montgomery County to realize that balance. 

If you have any questions, or would like to discuss this matter further, I would be happy to speak with you 
or your staff at your convenience. I can be reached at 410-841-5860, or by e-mail at 
westcs@mda.state.md.us. Thank you for the opportunity to provide input during your' review period. 

Sincerely,

Cattrlg W4e/ 
Carol S. West 
Executive Direc10r 

Enclosure 

cc: 	 Earl F. Hance, Secretary 
Robert F. Stahl, Jr., Foundation Board of Trustees Chairman 
David Scott, Montgomery County Agricultural Preservation Advisory Board Chairman 
John and Mary Fendrick 
Jeremy Criss, As Services Manager OED 

mailto:westcs@mda.state.md.us


Maryland Department of Planning 

Martin O'Malley Richard Eb~rhart Hal./Maryland Historical TrustGIlIln7lflr ~ 

Anthony G. Brown Matth= j. Powa 
Lt. GOIln7l0r Deputy S~ttlry 

June 5, 2012 

Mr. Jeffrey Zyontz 
Legislative Attorney 
Council Office Building, 5th Floor 
100 Maryland Avenue 
Rockville, Maryland 20850 

Dear Mr. Zyontz: 

On May 8, 2012, I received your inquiry regarding the potential designation of a historic 
resource by the Montgomery County Council. The specific property in this instance is the Molesworth­
Burdette property, which also is commonly referred to as Rock Hill Orchard, located along route 27 in 
the Damascus area. Your message included a letter from the Executive Director of the Maryland 
Agricultural Land Preservation Foundation (MALPF) which raised the possibility of a conflict between 
their agricultural easement and designating a farm covered by such an easement as a historic resource 
in the County's Master Plan for Historic Preservation. Specifically, you asked me, "Do you share the 
opinion of the foundation that a conflict exists between the two programs." In brief, it is not our 
opinion or experience that a conflict exists between agricultural preservation easements and county 
designation of historic resources. 

The MALPF letter accurately observes that "There is a balance that must be achieved between 
protecting historic buildings, features, and landscapes and protecting agricultural lands and agricultural 
uses." Elsewhere in their letter, MALPF states that 

... it is our understanding that the purpose of designating this farm is to protect the agricultural 
character and historic integrity of the farm into the future. The recorded agricultural easement 
in the County land Records accomplishes that goal in perpetuity. 

The MALPF easement admirably accomplishes the valuable goal of preserving and protecting the 
property's agricultural character and use. In so doing, it also may incidentally protect some elements 
that constitute the property's historic character; but the two, while closely allied in this case, are not 
identical. An approach that upholds one public value of the property while ignoring or denying any 
protection to another demonstrated public value is not likely to lead to "balanced" solutions. 

Almost any publicly-regulated project involves consideration of more than one public value or 
benefit, and in many cases those values are competing. For example, one of the most controversial and 
challenging projects in which our office has been involved in recent years was design and construction of 
the Inter-County Connector. At the alternatives consideration stage, we and the State Highway 
Administration identified over 300 instances of potential adverse impacts on historic and archaeological 
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Mr. Jeffrey Zyontz 
Page 2 
June 5, 2012 

resources. After working together to accomplish our mutual purposes, the fCC ended up involving 
adverse impacts to only 5 properties: 3 archaeological sites where the important artifacts and 
information were retrieved through professional excavations; and 2 historic buildings (one of which was 
a historic farmstead) where impacts were adequately mitigated through highway design alterations and 
intervening landscape screening. That outcome did not result from asserting the absolute primacy of 
transportation demands, or by allowing historic and archaeological sites to become obstacles to the 
project's purposes. 

Our office has conducted such regulatory reviews for over four decades (I personally have been 
involved in such reviews for 38 years). Our current review workload is in excess of 6,000 projects 
annually. Among those, there have been many cases involving working historic farmsteads, probably 
numbering into, at least, the hundreds. I have polled our regulatory staff, and neither they nor I can 
identify a single project where a conflict between modern agricultural use and historic preservation 
caused a failure to agree among the consulting parties. The Montgomery County Historic Preservation 
Commission operates under legal authorities that differ somewhat from those we follow; however, the 
professional standards they employ are virtually identical to ours, and they enjoy a statewide reputation 
for their reasonable and "balanced" approach. Representatives of the Montgomery County Historic 
Preservation Commission also cannot identify a single case subject to their review where a Significant 
conflict arose between an ongoing modern agricultural use and appropriate treatment of historic 
properties. 

I am not adequately familiar with the Molesworth-Burdette property to have an informed 
opinion of the appropriate historic environmental setting for the property. On the other hand, our long 
experience with the HPC does not suggest that they would have made an arbitrary and capricious 
deCision in this case, but rather one based on the presence or absence of historic resources - which 
includes more than just buildings. It is extremely rare to have the opportunity to protect both the 
surviving tangible elements of a historic property and its historic function within the community. Thus I 
suspect that preserving the continuing agricultural viability of this property is important to the HPC as it 
is to MAlPF, albeit for distinct reasons. 

If I may answer any questions or provide any further information, do not hesitate to contact me at (410) 
514-7602 or rlittle@mdp.state.md.us. 

Sincerely, 

~ 
J. Rodney little 

Director and State Historic 

Preservation Officer 


cc: 	 Richard E. Hall 

Carol S. West 

Scott Whipple 

Charles l. Edson 

Charlie Stek 
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MARYLAND AGRICULTURAL LAND PRESERVATION FOUNDATION 

June 6,2012 


Mr. Jeffery Zyontz 

Legislative Attorney 

Council Office Building, 5th Floor 

100 Maryland Ave 

Rockville, MD 20850 


Re: 	 Upper Patuxent Area Historic Resources Mater Plan 

Historic Preservation Designation: Molesworth-Burdette/Rock Hill Orchard 


Dear Mr. Zyontz: 

I was copied on a letter that Mr. Rodney Little, Director and State Historic Preservation Officer, 
provided to you on June 5,' 2012 (enclosed). His letter was issued at your request regarding his 
opinion whether or not a Maryland Agricultural Land Preservation Foundation (MALPF) 
easement may conflict with a historic preservation designation on the Molesworth­
Burdette/Rock Hill Orchard property. You provided Mr. Little a letter I sent to County Executive 

.Leggett regarding this matter dated March 30, 2012 (enclosed). 

There are some pOints that Mr. Little raises in his letter with which I agree, such as when he 
discussed the property's agricultural character and the property's historical character, he states 
that «••• the two, while closely allied in this case, are ncit identical.' The fact that they are not 
identical is the reason MALPF strongly believes there is a potential for conflict at some pOint in 
the future. 

Mr. Little has been involved with historical projects for decades, and is an excellent resource for 
that area. However, neither MHT, nor any other state agency, is the Grantee of the easement 
that encumbers the property in question. The easement identifies the State of Maryland, to the 
use of the Department of Agriculture, on behalf of the Maryland Agricultural Land Preservation 
Foundation as the Grantee. All interpretation and enforcement of this easement lies with' 
MALPF; any opinion issued by another state agency is irrelevant. 

Let me reiterate what I stated in my letter to the County Executive. The language of the 
easement specifically states that fI Unless written approval is first obtained from the Grantee, no 
easement or other restriction may be granted to any person or government agency in the land 
subject to this deed of easemenf' {emphasis added)[Deed of Easement Page 4 Section 11.A.3]. 
DeSignating a property for historical preservation that is already encumbered with a State 
agricultural easement is a further restriction on the easement land. Prior approval from the 
Foundation Board of Trustees for such a restriction is required. . 

http:www.mda.sta.te.md.us


Further, COMAR 15.15.01.17 F. (1) states, «After a landowner has sold an agricultural 

preservation easement to the Foundation, the landowner may not grant or permit another to 


. establish an easement, right of way, or other servitude in that land without the Foundation's 
written permission. (emphasis added). In not-seeking the Foundation's permission to institute 
the servitude of the historic preservation designation, Montgomery County would be causing the 
landowner, a Montgomery County constituent, to be in violation of the MALPF Easement. 

While I am preparing written and oral testimony to provide to the Montgomery County Council 
as part of the public record for the June 12, 2012 public hearing regarding the Amendment to . 
the Master Plan, I felt it important to respond immediately to the letter sent by Mr. tittle. If you 
have any questions, or would like to discuss this matter further, I would be happy to speak with 
you. I can be reached at 410-841-5860, or bye-mail at carol.west@marvland.gov. 

Sincerely, 

~.J/1AJ~ 
Carol S. West 

Executive Director 


Enclosures (2) 

cc: 	 Earl F. Hance, Secretary, MD Department of Agriculture 

Robert F. Stahl, Jr., Foundation Board of Trustees Chairman 

J: Rodney Little, Director MD Historical Trust 

Richard Hall, Secretary, MD Department of Planning 

Scott Whipple 

Charles L. Edson 

Charlie Stek 

Jeremy Criss, Ag Services Manager, Montgomery County DED 
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