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Monday Matters- 
Land Use & Development 

 
June 2, 2014 
Erin Banks, Project 
Manager 
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What is land use planning? 
 
An attempt to… 
 
• order and regulate land use in an efficient 

and ethical way, thus preventing land-
use conflicts.  

• assist land users in selecting options that 
increase their productivity, are sustainable 
and meet the needs of the community. 
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• The Greater Lyttonsville Sector Plan 
area’s 584.3 acres make up 0.2 percent 
of land in Montgomery County.  

• Residential uses, with a mix of single-
family and multifamily housing, 
comprise the largest share of land in 
Greater Lyttonsville. 

• The Forest Glen Annex to Fort Detrick is 
the largest single land user. 

• There are 47 acres of parks, making up 
8 percent of land in the plan area.  

• Other primarily includes 
commercial/industrial uses. 
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Sector Plan Analysis covers: 
 
• Current land use classifications 
• Different zones 
• Identify transition areas 
• Areas where potential change could occur 
• Recommendations - zoning 
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Urban Designers:  John Marcolin 
   Laura Shipman 

 

Introduction 
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Urban Design focuses on the physical form and 
character of the city, referred to by architects and 
urban designers as the “Built Form”. 
 
Built Form is often broken up into three categories: 
 

• Streets 
 

• Buildings 
 

• Open Spaces 
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Streets usually refer to: 
 
• Ratio of building height to street width 
  
• Number of auto lanes  

 
• Street wall   

 
• Width and character of sidewalks 
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WHAT IS THE HEIGHT TO WIDTH RATIO? 

The relationship between the width of the street and the height of the 
buildings that line the street: 
 
• Streets that feel like “rooms” are more comfortable to be in 

 
• Wide streets and low buildings  (Greater than 4:1) have poor spatial 

definition and are less comfortable 
 

• A height to width ratio of 1:2 begins to feel comfortable 

1: 

2 

width 

h
e

ig
h

t 
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Travel        Lanes 
Parking 
Lanes 

Parking Lanes 

Sidewalks 

Sidewalks 

Streets 

• Number of travel lanes 

• Sidewalks 
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• Street walls 

Travel        Lanes 

Street wall 

Streets 
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Buildings 

• Height 

• Density - FAR 

• Size, location and number of 

doors and windows 
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Open Spaces 

• Size 

• Location 

• Type 
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* The resulting built form determines the pedestrian realm 
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* The resulting built form determines the pedestrian realm 
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* The resulting built form determines the pedestrian realm 
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Final Product 
 

The Urban Design recommendations will: 
 

• Be reflected in the Sector Plan 

•  Result in the Design Guidelines for Lyttonsville 
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Historic Preservation Presentation  
Forthcoming 


