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K U R B A N  D E S I G N  G U I D E L I N E S
K E N S I N G T O N

MAY 2011 Transmittal of Sector Plan Revisions to Council

JUNE 2011 County Executive Review of Sector Plan

SEPT 2011 Council Review of Sector Plan

DEC 2011 Council Approval of Sector Plan

JAN 2012 Staff Draft Guidelines

JAN/FEB 2012 Planning Board Hearing Draft Guidelines

JAN/FEB 2012 Planning Board  Work Sessions Guidelines

APR 2012 Commission Adoption of Sector Plan  with Completed SMA

MAY 2012 Planning Board Review and Approval of Guidelines



U R B A N  D E S I G N  G U I D E L I N E SK
K E N S I N G T O N

ONE:Section         Introduction

TWO:Section           Context

THREE:Section               Guidelines

FOUR:Section              Resources



PURPOSE

• To illustrate how Sector Plan 
recommendations and principles might 
be met 

•To inform applicants of design 
expectations and provide resources to 
accomplish it

•To provide staff with a framework for 
review and a basis for obtaining 
enhanced design and related amenities.

K ONE:Section         Introduction



LIMITATIONS

K ONE:Section         Introduction

The Urban Design Guidelines:

•DO NOT a substitute for zoning code 
requirements

•ARE subordinate to “higher” 
regulatory mechanisms 

•DO NOT amend any recommendations 
of the Sector Plan

•DOES NOT set architectural styles

•ARE ONLY applicable during 
discretionary reviews



Sector Plan

ONE:

COUNTY CODE

for example

-Zoning Ordinance

-Forest Conservation Law

-Subdivision Regulations
-Signage Ordinance

K Section         Introduction

LIMITATIONS
The Urban Design Guidelines:

•DO NOT a substitute for zoning code 
requirements

•ARE subordinate to “higher” 
regulatory mechanisms 

•DO NOT amend recommendations of 
the Sector Plan

•DOES NOT set architectural styles

•ARE ONLY applicable during 
discretionary reviews

Urban Design 

Guidelines



K ONE:Section         Introduction

How to Use:

EXAMPLE



K

•Historic Preservation District

TWO:Section           Context

Guideline Emphasis:
Areas of zoning changes

•West Howard Avenue

Urban Design Study 

•Single Family Development

Sector Plan Area



Sector Plan Goals

K TWO:Section           Context

•Enhance Connecticut Avenue and 
University Boulevards with mixed uses 
and provide better safety and function 
for all modes of transportation

•Develop Howard Avenue as an 
active, pedestrian-friendly street, 
generating active street life

•Create a mixed residential and 
commercial thoroughfare along 
Metropolitan Avenue.
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GOALS Design 
Objectives

Strategy ONE
Pictures, 

Diagrams, 
Drawings

Strategy TWO
Pictures, 

Diagrams, 
Drawings

Strategy THREE
Pictures, 

Diagrams, 
Drawings

Strategy FOUR
Pictures, 

Diagrams, 
Drawings

THREE:Section               GuidelinesK

Section  Organization



K

•Emphasize pedestrian connections

•Relate scale and context of existing 
residential neighborhoods

•Building forms and layout support 
public realm

•Build on Kensington’s Historic Character

Design Objectives

THREE:Section               Guidelines



THREE:Section               GuidelinesK

Provide direct and safe routes for pedestrian travel

Orient building elements such as main entries, lobbies,

windows, and balconies to face sidewalk

Design intersections to provide safe crossing for pedestrians and 

bicyclist

Establish green corridors to connect park, stream valley, and trails 

neighborhoods and destinations

Develop outdoor public spaces parks that incorporate

amenities for pedestrians

OBJECTIVE:
STRATEGIES:

Create a high-quality pedestrian network system

GOAL: EMPHASIZE PEDESTRIAN CONNECTIONS 

EXAMPLE



THREE:Section               GuidelinesK

Develop defined zones of sidewalk: building frontage 

zone, movement zone, planting/street furniture zone, and 

curb.

Providing ample landscaping to screen and buffer  the 

vehicular zone from pedestrian zone.

OBJECTIVE:
OBJECTIVE MAY BE ACCOMPLISHED BY:

Create a high-quality pedestrian network system

GOAL: EMPHASIZE PEDESTRIAN CONNECTIONS 

EXAMPLE



THREE:Section               GuidelinesK

Adding a sidewalk with trees and plantings along West 

Howard Avenue. This corridor is industrial in character 

and should clear defined the pedestrian zone through 

streetscape elements. 

Incorporating display windows to encourage stopping 

and browsing.

OBJECTIVE:
OBJECTIVE MAY BE ACCOMPLISHED BY:

Create a high-quality pedestrian network system

GOAL: EMPHASIZE PEDESTRIAN CONNECTIONS 

EXAMPLE



•Emphasize pedestrian connections

•Relate scale and context of existing 
residential neighborhoods

•Building forms and layout support 
public realm

•Build on Kensington’s Character

Design Objectives

THREE:Section               GuidelinesK

Section  Organization

GOALS Design 
Objectives

Strategy ONE
Pictures, 

Diagrams, 
Drawings

Strategy TWO
Pictures, 

Diagrams, 
Drawings

Strategy THREE
Pictures, 

Diagrams, 
Drawings

Strategy FOUR
Pictures, 

Diagrams, 
Drawings

RECAP



FOUR:Section              ResourcesK

Sidewalk 

Maintenance 

& Repair

TOK

MSHA

MC DOT

Street Lighting;

Light Poles & 

Banners

PEPCO

PAMR 

LATR 

Mitigation

MNCPPC

Traffic Controls; 

Roadway Repairs

TOK

MSHA

MC DOT

STREETS  - Agency Jurisdiction

TOK – Town of Kensington

MSHA – State Highway Administration

MC DOT – Department of Transportation

Water main &

Sewer

WSSC

Street Trees

TOK

MSHA

MC DOT

EXAMPLE



Town of Kensington 
Streetscape Furniture

FOUR:Section              ResourcesK

Street lightning:

Spring City Washington 

Series in Federal Green 

or approved other

Bike Storage: 

BK 4 and BKR 35 

Victor Stanley in 

Federal Green or 

approved other

Benches:

C10 Victor Stanley in 

Federal Green or 

approved other

Waste Receptacles:

PRS 36 (24 Gallon) Victor 

Stanley in Federal Green or 

approved other



FOUR:Section              ResourcesK
EXAMPLE



K U R B A N  D E S I G N  G U I D E L I N E S
K E N S I N G T O N

NEXT STEP:
DEVELOP STORYBOARD PRESENTATION

Community/Stakeholder Outreach
TOK Representatives
Public Meeting
Web interactions

Inter-Agency Coordination
DOT
DPS
DEP
SHA

Staff Draft to Board: JANUARY 2012


