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9:00 A.M. 
 7121 Wisconsin Avenue 
 Union Hardware 
 Fire Station #6 
 Euro Motorcars 
 Christ Lutheran Church 
 
10:00 A.M. 
 4300 East-West Highway 
 Brookfield @Metro Plaza 
 Clark Enterprises-Adjacent to Metro Plaza  

E-mail  your questions for presenters during the live presentation to    
BethesdaDowntownPlan@montgomeryplanning.org  
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7121 Wisconsin Avenue 
Columbia Realty Venture LLC 
Bernstein Management Co. 

Represented By 
Robert Sponseller 

Shalom Baranes Associates 

E-mail  your questions for presenters during the live presentation to    
BethesdaDowntownPlan@montgomeryplanning.org  
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E-mail  your questions for presenters during the live presentation to    
BethesdaDowntownPlan@montgomeryplanning.org  
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7800 Wisconsin Avenue 

Union Hardware 
Charles H Goldberg Family 

Represented by:  
 David Goldberg  

E-mail  your questions for presenters during the live presentation to    
BethesdaDowntownPlan@montgomeryplanning.org  
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E-mail  your questions for presenters during the live presentation to    
BethesdaDowntownPlan@montgomeryplanning.org  
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6600 Wisconsin Avenue 

Fire Station # 6 
Represented by  Bob Stoddard 

RJS Realty Service LLC 

E-mail  your questions for presenters during the live presentation to    
BethesdaDowntownPlan@montgomeryplanning.org  
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E-mail  your questions for presenters during the live presentation to    
BethesdaDowntownPlan@montgomeryplanning.org  



Serving the Growing 
Public Safety Needs of 

Our Community 

17 



The Bethesda Fire Department 
• Created in 1926. 

• Original Purpose: Public safety and fire protection for 
Chevy Chase, Bethesda, Drummond and Somerset.  

• Today a non-profit volunteer Board of Directors: 
– Partners with the County to ensure areas we serve get the best 

fire and rescue service available. 

– Owns and operates 3 Stations (6,20,26) that cover from 
Grosvenor to Democracy Blvd to Friendship Heights - Chevy 
Chase/ DC line plus 270 and 495. 

– Financially responsible for Maintenance and upkeep for all 3 
Stations. 

• Station 6 is located at 6600 Wisconsin Avenue at the SW 
Corner of Wisconsin Ave and Bradley Blvd. 

18 



Existing Challenges 

• Stations are old (approaching or over 50 
years). 

• Stations, while functional, are technologically 
obsolete. 

• Facing increasing demands – growth, new 
residential construction, new approaches to 
fire fighting and emergency medical care, 
telemedicine, new apparatus and new needs 

 

 
19 



What are the Fire Department’s 
Objectives? 

Bethesda Fire Department Wants to Continue 
to: 

• Ensure Station 6 continues to be located at 
Wisconsin and Bradley. 

• Serve our communities’ needs. 

• Retain the Stations as community assets. 

• Partner with our stakeholders 

• Provide the highest quality public safety. 

20 



What are the Fire Department’s Current 
Options with respect to Station 6? 

Today – ALL OPTIONS ARE ON THE TABLE 
• I. Do Nothing 
• II. Refurbish Station 6 
• Build a new station 6 

– III. As a standalone station 
– IV. Incorporate Station 6 into a residential building 
– V. Determine the possibility of obtaining density rights 

that could be sold to other properties in Bethesda to 
fund a renovation or a new Fire Station 6 
 

21 



6600 Wisconsin Avenue 
Preliminary Concept – Option IV 

 

Incorporate a New Station 6 into a Residential 
Building 

– We need to understand the cost of building a new 
Station 6. 

– We need to understand and consider the 
community needs and aesthetics. 

– We need to understand the funding options.  

– We will continue to explore all of the options and 
possible mix of options. 

 
22 



6600 Wisconsin Property 

23 



Option IV.- Conceptual Aerial 
Context Looking North  

(Not actual design) 

24 
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Option IV.- Conceptual Aerial Context 
Looking South  



Additional Information 

• Bethesda Fire Department has numerous stakeholders and 
constituents that will be informed via updates on its website 
or mailings as the process evolves. 

• For additional information please visit our website at 
www.bethesdafire.org 

• Please email any specific questions to Janeth Mora 
(jmora@bethesdafire.org)  

26 
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7020 Arlington Road 

Euro MotorCars, Inc. 
 represented by 

Jon Penney 
Penney Design Group 

E-mail  your questions for presenters during the live presentation to    
BethesdaDowntownPlan@montgomeryplanning.org  
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E-mail  your questions for presenters during the live presentation to    
BethesdaDowntownPlan@montgomeryplanning.org  
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8015 Old Georgetown Rod 
Christ Evangelical 

 Lutheran Church 
 of  

Bethesda-Chevy Chase 
Represented by Barry Lemley 

E-mail  your questions for presenters during the live presentation to    
BethesdaDowntownPlan@montgomeryplanning.org  
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Christ Evangelical Lutheran Church (CELC) 
and Graceful Growing Together, Inc (GGT) 

  
Celebrating 80 Years in Bethesda -- 1934 to 2014 

Bethesda Downtown Plan 
 

Online  
Property Owners' Forum LIVE 

 
 

October 29, 2014 

10/27/14F 



10/16/2013 draft 37 



 
 
 
 

Who Are We? 

 Christ Evangelical Lutheran Church (CELC) 

 80 year presence in Bethesda providing worship and 
community services; started at Hiser Theatre Dec. 4, 1934 

 Original incubator host site for Bethesda Cares, Ivymont 
School, Adat Shalom and many others 

 Owns the 2 acre site at 8011 Old Georgetown and Glenbrook 

 Graceful Growing Together, Inc. (GGT)  

 Formed as a 501 c 3 non-profit of CELC to provide a wider 
range of space and services to all county citizens  

 13 member GGT Board plus Advisory & Capital Campaign 
Committees from CELC & Montgomery County community  

 GGT has 25 year lease to manage planned community center 

10/27/14F 38 



…and Just Why are We Developing 
a Bethesda Community Center? 

As testified at State, County, P&P & Community hearings:  

 A natural continuation of our 80 year old proven mission of 
sharing our space with community for future generations  

 Will be 4th version of facilities at our Old Georgetown site 
but at a totally new sustainable LEED Silver/Gold standard 

 Addresses growing demand to provide community services 
to those living, working or visiting Bethesda.  

 Would supplement other high demand, but space 
constrained, community facilities. 

10/27/14F 39 



In October 2010 County Council 
Voted 7 to 2 to Approve the Park & 

Planning Staff Recommendation 

Rezoning approval of our site incorporates  
three current Park and Planning Bethesda 
Downtown Plan sustainability goals for:  

 Economic 

 Social  

 Environmental 

 

 The center addresses multiple public benefits 
as an emerging Bethesda activity center  

10/27/14F 40 



“Your conceptual design is ideal for a 
neighborhood, multi-generational health and 
wellness center”. Gabe Albornoz, Montgomery County’s  

    Director of Recreation July 26, 2013 

Imagine…..  

 a walkable community center inside the growing Woodmont Triangle 

 adjacent 107 market rate and MPDU housing units 

 child care for 95 and active senior classes 

 two commercial cooking, training and serving kitchens 

 shared acoustically designed worship, concert and theatre for 350 

 over 10,000 GSF of dedicated non-profit office and meeting space 

 assembly for 400+; banquet for 250; 10+ flex space meeting rooms 

 indoor JV size recreation area for multiple sports for all ages 

 highly accessible to existing public transportation and parking  

 …..Imagine all this and more for generations to come…. 

10/27/14F 41 



Development Process Milestones 
2012 to 2014 

 Three 2012 and 2013 Community Demand, Capital Campaign and 
Financial Analysis Studies completed by NonProfit Centers Network, 
Community Counseling Services Co. and UMD School of Public Policy 

 

 2-3Q13 MTFA Architect Led Sessions for Program Requirements 

 

 4Q13 Schematic Design and Cost Estimates approved 

 

 6/18/14 with Park & Planning Staff to inform Bethesda Downtown Plan 

 

 9/23/14 contract approved with Bush Construction Company for residential 
land sale development and facility construction 

 

 9/24/14 center predevelopment finance closing with EagleBank 

 42 10/27/14F 



2012 Market Assessment Findings 
124 Confidential Interviews Conducted by      

Community Counselling Services Company (CCS) 
 

 41 Internal CELC & 83 External Community Interviews  

 Participants were asked to identify current community 
centers in Bethesda. Common responses in order of 
proximity in miles to CELC’ s site were: 
 BCC Rescue Squad    (0.1 miles) 

 Imagination Stage    (0.2 miles) 

 Regional Service Center    (0.5 miles) 

 Bethesda Library     (0.5 miles) 

 Leland Community Recreation Center  (1.2 miles) 

 YMCA      (1.5 miles) 

 

 
10/27/14F 43 



Is there a Perceived Need for a 
Community Center in the Downtown 
(Woodmont Triangle) area of Bethesda? 

Blended composite respondents said:  
 61% Yes 

 28% Unsure 

 11% No 

Highest composite functional needs cited:  

 78% - Infant and Child Care  

 69% - Underground parking  

 62% - Multi-purpose rooms and large hall 

 53% - Non-profit office space  

 

 
10/27/14F 44 



Input Led to Center’s Schematic 
Design by MTFA Architecture  

 2013 MTFA Led Sessions for Program Requirements 

1. Center Study for major Worship, Concert and Assembly Space 

2. Staff and Guiding Star Child Development Center  

3. Current Other Space Users such as Bethesda Cares, Mental 
Health Counselors, 12 Step programs, Culinary Incubator 

4. Potential Future County and Community users such as 
recreation, theatre, banquet and senior space 

 

 Projected annual community usage increase 5-year 
ramp up by over 780% from current 34,000 to 267,000 

 

 Approved Zoning & Design drive usage projections 

 45 10/27/14F 
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ARCHITECTURAL & RE-ZONING APPROVED DEVELOPMENT  

PLAN 



10/16/2013 draft 47 



10/16/2013 draft 48 



10/16/2013 draft 49 

 Mezzanine, flex rooms 

 Recreation/multipurpose space, flex rooms, kitchen 

 Non-profit office and meeting space 

 Community rooms, Guiding Star, counseling 

 Worship Center, hospitality, concert, administration 

 Guiding Star Child Development Center, Lobby 

 Non-profit Café, mechanical, storage 

BUILDING PROGRAM DIAGRAM 



Planned 2014-2015 Activity 

 File Park and Planning Preliminary and Site Plan 
Applications 

 Continue community outreach 

 Construction & Tenant Improvement (TI) 
Planning 

 Activate transition space at Imagination Stage 

 Construction start with planned 2017 occupancy  

 Celebrate 80 years of CELC in Bethesda  
 

50 10/27/14F 



Thank you 

 

Questions? 

10/27/14F 51 
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Forum October 29, 2014 

Presentations will resume at 10 AM 
E-mail  your questions for presenters during the live presentation to    

BethesdaDowntownPlan@montgomeryplanning.org  
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10:00 A.M. 
 4300 East West Highway 
 Metro Plaza Brookfield 
 Adjacent to Metro Plaza Clark Enterprises  

E-mail  your questions for presenters during the live presentation to    
BethesdaDowntownPlan@montgomeryplanning.org  
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4300 East West Highway 
 

Represented by  
 Ron Kaplan for Streetscape  

E-mail  your questions for presenters during the live presentation to    
BethesdaDowntownPlan@montgomeryplanning.org  
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4300 East West Highway 

E-mail  your questions for presenters during the live presentation to    
BethesdaDowntownPlan@montgomeryplanning.org  
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 Brookfield @Metro Plaza 
 Clark Enterprises-Adjacent to Metro Plaza  

E-mail  your questions for presenters during the live presentation to    
BethesdaDowntownPlan@montgomeryplanning.org  
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Metro Plaza 
Brookfield 

Represented by 
Bob Harris Lerch Early Brewer 

Mark Regulinski SOM LLC 
Simon Carney Brookfield 

 

E-mail  your questions for presenters during the live presentation to    
BethesdaDowntownPlan@montgomeryplanning.org  
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Metro Plaza - Brookfield 
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7500 Old Georgetown Road 

Clark Building  
Clark Office Building Ltd Partnership 

Represented by 
 David Kitchens, Cooper Carry 

E-mail  your questions for presenters during the live presentation to    
BethesdaDowntownPlan@montgomeryplanning.org  



M
O

N
T
G

O
M

E
R

Y
 C

O
U

N
T

Y
 P

L
A

N
N

IN
G

 D
E

P
A

R
T
M

E
N

T
 

Maryland-National Capital Park and Planning Commission Maryland-National Capital Park and Planning Commission 

Property Owners’ Forum - October 29, 2014 

Clark Building Location  
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BethesdaDowntownPlan@montgomeryplanning.org  


