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Bethesda Downtown Plan
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Community



M
O
N
T
G
O
M
E
R
Y
 C
O
U
N
T
Y
 P
L
A
N
N
IN
G
 D
E
P
A
R
T
M
E
N
T

Maryland-National Capital Park and Planning CommissionMaryland-National Capital Park and Planning Commission

Downtown

• 10,600 people

• age distribution comparable to county

• 22-34 at 40%, 2x county average

• predominantly non-hispanic white

• highly educated 

• average household income $206,766 

• higher proportion use of public transit
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Development

• 3,120 du

• 2.9M sf. office & 

retail

• 2/3 unbuilt
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Planning Framework
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Plan Boundary
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Purpose

• sustain success 

• remain competitive: employment, 

entrepreneurship, and innovation

• retain – and enhance –community 

character

• leverage existing amenities, 

partnerships, and infrastructure  
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Sustainability

• economic

• social

• environmental
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Economic Sustainability

• promote flexibility 

• incentivize expanded affordability

• enrich social capital: gathering places

• revitalize public spaces 

• catalytic partners and projects 

• enhance public realm

• make best advantage of transit
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Social Sustainability

• prioritize compatibility

• enhance recreation opportunities 

• lighter/quicker/cheaper 

implementation of public amenities

• address the community impacts

• new local centers of activity 

• new parks and open space
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Environmental Sustainability

• 2050: reduce greenhouse gas 80% 

• reward greener buildings

• improve walking, cycling safety 

• green space Downtown

• environmental street functions
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Outreach

• inclusive

• electronic and social media +     

face-to-face meetings

• many choices of how

• many people and groups to engage
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Outreach
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Outreach
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Outreach
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Kick-Off Meeting
November 2013



M
O
N
T
G
O
M
E
R
Y
 C
O
U
N
T
Y
 P
L
A
N
N
IN
G
 D
E
P
A
R
T
M
E
N
T

Maryland-National Capital Park and Planning CommissionMaryland-National Capital Park and Planning Commission

Kick-Off Meetings: Issues

• mobility, access, and circulation

• public space, particularly green space

• connectivity

• small business

• affordable housing

• impacts of new development

• attracting younger residents
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Consultants

• outreach support

• retail planning study
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Schedule
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