
March 18, 2009

1

Purple Line Briefing
M-NCPPC  - Commission Meeting

March 18, 2009 



March 18, 2009

2

Project Purpose

ÅTo enhance mobility and accessibility by providing a faster, 
more direct and more reliable east-west transit option

Å Improve system connectivity by:

ïMaking it easier to get to Metrorail through connections to both 
branches of the Metrorail Red line, the Green line and Orange line

ï/ƻƴƴŜŎǘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŀƭƭ ǘƘǊŜŜ a!w/ ƭƛƴŜǎ ŀƴŘ !ƳǘǊŀƪΩǎ bƻǊǘƘŜŀǎǘ /ƻǊǊƛŘƻǊ 

ïConnecting to major local and regional bus services

ÅProvide direct links between major central business districts 
and key activity centers.

ÅSupport economic viability, community revitalization, and 
transit oriented development
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Project Description

Å16-ƳƛƭŜ ǘǊŀƴǎƛǘǿŀȅ ƛƴ aƻƴǘƎƻƳŜǊȅ ŀƴŘ tǊƛƴŎŜ DŜƻǊƎŜΩǎ 
Counties

ÅProvides 21 stations

ÅPrimarily street-running with  segments aerial or below grade 
at key areas

ÅServes local community by walk and bus access

ÅAdds an important link in regional transit system

ÅOnly opportunity to improve east-west transportation inside 
the Beltway
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Project Performance

ÅLRT capital costs range from $1.2 to $1.6 billion

ÅLRT O&M costs range from $26.4 to $22.8 million

ÅProjected daily ridership up to 68,000; compares favorably to 
other systems in the US

Å40% of riders will use Metrorail for part of their trips 

ÅAll alternatives meet federal cost-effectiveness criteria
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Public Outreach

ÅExtensive public outreach since 2003

ÅOpen houses, website, newsletters, community meetings, 
community focus groups, stakeholder meetings, county and 
agency coordination

ÅAA/DEIS published October 17, 2008

ÅReview period continued through January 14, 2009

ÅFour Public Hearings, 

ÅAttendance: 750 people, 

ÅOver 450 comments received at hearings

ÅStrong support for light rail from both Counties, major 
stakeholders, and the public

ÅOver 3,000 comments submitted during the comment period



Develop design details for the Capital Crescent/Georgetown Branch 
Trail including, among other items, mitigation for tree loss.
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Capital Crescent Trail



Capital Crescent Trail
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ÅContinue the trail through the tunnel under Wisconsin Avenue

ÅWhere feasible and where no additional right of way is 
required, widen trail to 12 feet with two foot soft shoulders on 
both sides. 

Capital Crescent Trail


