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								          introduction

This report provides the scope of work for a comprehensive update of the 1955 Master 
Plan of Highways, compiling the amendments to the Plan approved and adopted in the last 
half-century. This amendment will also align the Plan with the County’s Road Code, which 
was of a similar vintage until it was comprehensively updated in 2007.

context

The first Master Plan of Highways for Montgomery County was approved and adopted 
in 1931, shortly after the creation of the Maryland-National Capital Park and Planning 
Commission in 1927. The last comprehensive update to the Master Plan of Highways was 
approved and adopted in 1955. The 1955 Plan covered Montgomery County’s portion of 
the Maryland-Washington Regional District as it existed at the time—roughly the area east 
of Georgia Avenue, east and south of the City of Rockville, and Potomac southeast of the 
Glen—comprising only about one third of the County’s area. 
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A draft Master Plan of Highways for the entire area of both Montgomery and Prince 
George’s Counties was proposed in 1967 but the process was never completed. 

Master plans and sector plans that have been approved and adopted since 1955 have 
amended the Master Plan of Highways, as have the many limited functional Master Plan of 
Highways Amendments. Maps of the Master Plan of Highways for the whole County were 
published in 1986, 1992, and 2005 as reference documents derived from all these plans 
and amendments, rather than as standalone approved and adopted plans.

geography

The geography for the Plan will 
be the entire County, less the 
seven municipalities that have 
their own planning authority: 

,  Barnesville

,  Brookeville

,  Gaithersburg

,  Laytonsville

,  Poolesville

,  Rockville

,  Washington Grove

purpose

The update will:

,	 incorporate changes to implement the new Minor Arterial and Controlled Major 
Highway classifications developed in the 2007 Road Code. 

,	 address inconsistencies between adjacent master plans adopted at different dates

,	 make needed  classification changes, including consideration of additional candidate 
rustic roads

,	 make the Master Plan of Highways more readily accessible to the public by compiling 
the many source documents as a single Plan.
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						           goals and objectives

A significant goal of this update is to align the Master Plan of Highways with the County 
Road Code, which was amended in 2007 to make roads more pedestrian-friendly 
and context-sensitive. The update will reclassify individual roads to meet new roadway 
classifications and descriptions. It will not make any changes associated with the roadway 
standards added by Executive Regulation, such as right-of-way, since this work is not yet 
complete and is better addressed within the context of the master plans.

Another goal is to reduce the confusion that can occur when multiple amendments are 
made to master plans, their boundaries change, overlapping recommendations are made 
to roads on the boundaries, and occasionally recommendations are made to roads outside 
a plan’s boundaries.

The Plan has the following objectives:

bring the plan up-to-date and clarify information

,	 Change the title to the Master Plan of Highways and Transitways.

,	 Create standardized map symbols to be used for both the Master Plan of Highways 
and new master and sector plans.

,	 Include an alphabetized list, noting the planning area, the roadway classification, the 
planned right-of-way width, and number of through travel lanes for each road, as 
well as noting whether there is a transitway. The list will include entries for transitway 
rights-of-way where they are independent from a roadway.

,	 Display on the map all master planned transit centers.

,	 Display on the map the urban areas as identified in the Road Code and by Council 
resolution. 

,	 To reflect the existing transportation network, include in the map and list non-master 
planned roads built to primary standards. 

,	 Include descriptive information specified in master plans, such as truck restrictions.

,	 Create a process for updating the Master Plan of Highways with ongoing 
amendments to master, sector, and functional  plans.

align roadway classifications with the new road code

,	 Reclassify some roads as Minor Arterials. 

Crystal Rock Drive Kinster Road
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,	 Delete the segment of Beach Drive classified as a Park Road in the Kensington-
Wheaton Plan. 

,	 Clarify the classification of roads in the Silver Spring CBD that were not classified in 
the 2000 Sector Plan. 

,	 Reclassify some roads as Controlled 
Major Highways. ,	 Reclassify some roads as Parkways. 

Father Hurley Boulevard Montrose Parkway


