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Overview



Draft LSC Bicycle Network Proposal



[1] What is the Bicycle Master Plan?

[2] What is a separated bike lane?

[3]  What is secure bike parking?

[4]  What are we proposing for the GSSC area?

[5] Why are we proposing this network?

[6] How will this help the GSSC area?

[7]  Next Steps

Topics



[1] What is the Bicycle Master Plan?



• Develop a low-stress bicycling network

• Identify long-term bicycle parking locations

• Recommend policy changes

• Recommend phasing approach

What Will This Plan Do?



Master Plan Boundaries



Preserve ability to create high-quality bicycle 
network while the Bicycle Master Plan is under 
development.

Focus on White Flint & Life Sciences Center



Facilitate coordination with:

• Corridor Cities Transitway

• Rapid Transit System

• LSC Loop

• Development applications

#mcbikeplan

Focus on White Flint & Life Sciences Center



Schedule

Overall Update

April 1, 2015 Start Work on Life Science Center Network

July 1, 2015 Start Work on Overall Bicycle Master Plan

September 10, 2015 Planning Board Approve Scope of Work

September – October 2015 Five Public Meetings

December 3, 2015 Planning Board Reviewed White Flint Network

January 28, 2016 Planning Board Reviews Life Science Center Network

Summer 2016 Methodology Report to Planning Board

February 2017 Working Draft

March – June 2017 Planning Board Worksessions

July 2017 Planning Board Draft

January 2018 Council Approval of Overall Update



[2] What is a separated bike lane?



• AKA “protected bike lane” or “cycle track”

• Characteristics

– physically separated from motor vehicles & 
pedestrians

– separation may be vertical, such as a curb;
horizontal, such as a landscape panel or parking lane; 
or a combination

– One-way or two-way

Separated Bike Lanes



Woodglen Drive, White Flint



1st Street NE, Washington, DC



Hornby Street, Vancouver



Source: City of Calgary Bike Program

Calgary, Alberta



Source: Toole Design Group

Boulder, Colorado



Indianapolis Cultural Trail



[3] What is a secure bike parking?



District of Columbia

20

Union Station Metro Station

Holds 100+ bicycles. 
Full nearly every day.



21

Fairfax County, Virginia

Wiehle Reston East Metro Station

Holds 200+ bicycles. 
2.5% of boardings!



22

Prince George’s County, Maryland

College Park Metro Station

Holds 150+ bicycles. 
Use is growing.



23

Berkeley, California

Berkeley BART Station

Holds 268 bicycles. 
Full nearly every day.



Austin, Texas

Kramer Station

Holds 24 bicycles.



[4] What are proposing for the GSSC area?



Separated
Bike Lane
Network



“Northway”
Separated
Bike Lane



“Southway”
Separated
Bike Lane



“Lower Loop”
Separated
Bike Lane



“Midway”
Separated
Bike Lane



Muddy Branch Rd
Separated
Bike Lane



Spurs



Secure
Bicycle Parking

B
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[5] Why are we proposing this network?



No Way, No How (~30%)

Enthused and Confident (~10%)

Interested but Concerned (~60%)

Strong and Fearless (~1%)

Four Types of Transportation Cyclists



Source: Jennifer Dill

“I’m comfortable riding on a 4-lane
Road with a 30 mph speed limit”



Commuting

Running Errands

Going to School

Accessing Transit

Entertainment

Recreating

New User Groups





[6] How will this help the GSSC area?



• People want walkable / bikeable

• Non-Auto Driver Mode Share (NADMS) goals

• A driver of economic activity

• Extend catchment area of the CCT

Need for a High-Quality Bike Network



[7] Next Steps



• Planning Board Review on 1/28/2015

• Approved as part of Bicycle Master Plan in 

2017

Next Steps



Project Manager

David Anspacher

301.495.2191

david.anspacher@montgomeryplanning.org

www.montgomeryplanning.org/bikeplan

@mcbikeplan

Questions?





“Before Stage 2 begins, all the following must occur:

• Fully fund construction of the CCT, including the proposed 

realignment through the LSC, from the Shady Grove Metro Station 

to Metropolitan Grove within the first six years of the County’s CIP or 

the State CTP.

• Fully fund relocation of the Public Service Training Academy from 

LSC West to a new site.

• Fund the LSC Loop trail in the County’s six-year CIP and/or through 

developer contributions as part of plan approvals.

• Attain an 18 percent non-auto driver mode share (NADMS).”

GSSC Master Plan Staging Requirements



Connectivity: The LSC Loop

3.5- mile path connecting:

Districts

Destinations
– Belward Farm

– Schools

– Traville

– USG

Open Spaces
– Passive and Active

GSSC Master Plan Loop



LSC Loop – Master Plan Recommendations



GSSC Design Guidelines



“In Indianapolis, a Bike Path to Progress”

“Before the path arrived, Indianapolis didn’t have a mainstream bike scene — just 

streets designed to improve traffic flow. Now, children and the elderly have joined the 

spandex swarms of longtime cycling enthusiasts. The pathway has connected people 

with the places they want to go and encouraged physical activity in a state with the 

eighth-highest obesity rate in the country.

The public art along the trail accentuates the path’s role as a sculptor of the city’s 

evolving identity. For example, Donna Sink’s “Moving Forward” is a series of seven 

stained-glass-hued eco-friendly bus shelters covered in lines from poems by local 

writers. And in Sean Derry’s “Chatham Passage,” the whiff of roses wafts from an 

intricate steel grate concealing a “fragrance machine” — a witty nod to Mass Ave’s 

historic coal vaults.

The trail has also helped spark a sluggish local economy. Hundreds of millions of 

dollars in new commercial and residential developments surrounding the pathway have 

coincided with the trail’s progress, said Brian Payne, president of the Central Indiana 

Community Foundation, which oversaw its creation.

Fountain Square, a designated cultural district southeast of downtown, separated by 

freeways, has bloomed, its increasingly vibrant streets filling up with high-end dining 

spots as well as scrappy galleries.

“We have seen no fewer than 25 new businesses open in the last few years, all within a 

five-block area,” said Ed Rudisell, owner of three Indianapolis restaurants, including the 

popular Siam Square in Fountain Square.”

Article by Andrew Simmons, New York Times, March 4, 2014



“The new Indianapolis Cultural Trail is a 

masterpiece of bike-friendly 

Design Cleveland should emulate”

“The biggest lesson offered by the Cultural Trail, however, is that by building a better public 

realm, Indianapolis is changing its character. It’s becoming a city that would tempt any visitor 

to get out of a hotel room, descend from the overhead walkways and get outside and 

explore. 

The city also sees the trail as an amenity that can help it recruit new residents. 

Indianapolis wants to compete with Boston, Seattle and other “hot” cities for what Payne calls 

“high creative, educated, entrepreneurial and community-minded individuals.” 

By making itself more beautiful, Indianapolis is taking a big and very credible step toward that 

goal. 

Cleveland and other cities in the Indy orbit should absolutely take note.”

Article by Steven Litt, Cleveland Plain Dealer, May 18, 2013



“The Remarkable Success of the 

Indianapolis Cultural Trail”

In the past year, the Indianapolis Cultural Trail has received attention and support from both 

native Hoosiers and people across the country. Cities such as Portland, Oregon and 

Cleveland, Ohio have voiced their support (and jealousy) of the eight-mile bike path 

that connects five of the six Indianapolis Cultural Districts.

So, what does this type of infrastructure mean for the residents and visitors of Indianapolis? 

The Cultural Trail provides a safe and spacious pathway for bicyclists and pedestrians 

to utilize on their daily commute or for recreation as a way to enjoy the city. Many 

sections of the trail feature a split path: one side for walkers and runners and the other for 

bicyclists. It also features a series of public art pieces and The Glick Peace Walk that 

celebrates twelve historic individuals who peacefully led progressive movements.

Not only is it functional, but the trail is also environmentally and aesthetically 

pleasing. Made up of pavers and lined with landscaping and bioswales, the Indianapolis 

Cultural Trail is every environmentalist’s dream. A stretch of the path on North Street even 

features a canopy of solar panels.

There is seldom a day where people are not out enjoying the trail by foot or on bike. The 

Cultural Trail has been deemed one of Indianapolis’ greatest assets, and I hope to see it 

grow as a bike share program comes to the city in the Spring 2014.

Streetsblog Network, November 12, 2013

http://indyculturaltrail.org/
http://www.cleveland.com/architecture/index.ssf/2013/05/the_new_indianapolis_cultural.html
http://bikeportland.org/2013/06/12/inspiration-from-indianapolis-88328
http://globalsiteplans.com/branding/cultural-districts-offer-a-unique-way-to-brand-indianapolis-neighborhoods/
http://indyculturaltrail.fox.io/along-the-trail/glick-peace-walk/
http://www.streetfilms.org/the-magnificent-bioswales-storm-water-treatment-along-the-indy-cultural-trail/
http://globalsiteplans.com/environmental-design/bike-sharings-coming-to-indianapolis/


Anticipated Benefits of the LSC Loop

• Reach staging trigger needed to open Master Plan Stage 2

• Help reach 18% NADMS (also needed to open Stage 2)

• Create a placemaking feature that helps put the LSC on the map, begins to 

define a unique character for the area

• Start to knit LSC Districts together, begin to realize vision of Master Plan

Possible Themes to Incorporate into Trail Design, Public Art:

• Biosciences, Genetic Research

• Public Health



TLC Program



TLC Program

Abstract – April 4, 2014

Final Application – May 21, 2014



Relationship between Bicycle Master Plan and LSC Loop





















































































Outreach and Coordination Meetings

• Oct. 14:  MCDOT Master Plan Review Committee

• Oct. 26:  City of Gaithersburg

• Nov. 2 :  Presentation to County Executive Staff

• Nov. 16: Presentation to MC Office of Management and Budget

• Dec. 8 :  GSSC IAC update

• Dec. 15: Joint Community Meeting, LSC Bicycle Master Plan 
and LSC Loop

• Jan. 2016 (date TBD):  Presentation to Upcounty Citizens Advisory Board

• Jan. 28: Montgomery County Planning Board Hearing



Press Release



Webpage and Contact

Project Manager

Steve Findley

301.495.4727

Steve.findley@montgomeryplanning.org

Montgomeryplanning.org/lscloop


