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THE MARYLAND-NATIONAL CAPITAL PARK AND PLANNING COMMISSION 
 

 
 

The Maryland-National Capital Park and Planning Commission is a bi-county agency 
created by the General Assembly of Maryland in 1927.  The Commission's geographic 
authority covers most of Montgomery and Prince George's counties.  The 
Commission=s planning jurisdiction, the Maryland-Washington Regional District, 
comprises 1,001 square miles; its parks jurisdiction, the Metropolitan District, 
comprises 919 square miles. 

 
The Commission has three major functions: 

 
(1) The preparation, adoption, and, from time to time, 

amendment or extension of The General Plan (On 
Wedges and Corridors) for the Physical 
Development of the Maryland-Washington Regional 
District Within Montgomery and Prince George's 
Counties. 

 
(2) The acquisition, development, operation, and 

maintenance of a public park system.   
 

(3) In Prince George's County only, the operation of the 
entire County public recreation program. 

 
The Commission operates in each county through a Planning Board appointed by and 
responsible to the county government.  The Planning Boards are responsible for 
preparation of all local master plans, recommendations on zoning amendments, 
administration of subdivision regulations, and general administration of parks. 

 
 
 
 

 
The Maryland-National Capital Park and Planning Commission encourages the 
involvement and participation of individuals with disabilities, and its facilities are 
accessible. For assistance with special needs (e.g., large print materials, listening 
devices, sign language interpretation, etc.), please contact the Community Relations 



 
 3 

Office, 301-495-4600 or TDD 301-495-1331. 
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