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MEMORANDUM  

 

DATE:   December 9, 2010 

 

TO:  Montgomery County Planning Board 

 

FROM:  Sandra Youla, Historic Preservation Planner (301-562-3400) 

  Clare Lise Kelly, Research and Designation Coordinator 

 

VIA:   Scott Whipple, Historic Preservation Supervisor, General Planning Division 

   

SUBJECT: Public Hearing Draft Amendment to the Master Plan for Historic Preservation:  

Upper Patuxent Area Resources  

Worksession #2 -- Historic Districts  

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

INTRODUCTION  

 

This staff report addresses two historic districts:  Clagettsville (15/8) and Etchison (15/29), as 

well as related potential individual sites.  The Planning Board will evaluate the historic districts 

to determine whether they merit designation on the Master Plan for Historic Preservation in 

Montgomery County, Maryland.  If the Board does not find they merit designation, the Board 

may wish to consider related properties for designation as individual sites.  

 

The Board may also consider updating the Locational Atlas and Index of Historic Sites in 

Montgomery County Maryland by adding and removing resources as necessary.  Members of the 

public, including affected property owners and their representatives, are invited to attend the 

worksession and may speak on the record if questioned by Planning Board members.  

 

Attendees, including Planning Board members, may wish to bring to the worksession copies of 

the Public Hearing Draft Amendment; the staff report dated October 28, 2010 for Worksession 

#1, and handouts for Worksession #1 distributed on November 4, 2010. Additional photographs 

and research forms may be found at www.montgomeryplanning.org/historic/upperpatuxent.   

 

A list of buildings within each historic district recommended by staff is found in Appendices 3 

and 4, including addresses, Tax IDs, and HPC recommendation.  

 

Worksession #2 was originally scheduled for January 6, 2010 and slated to address other 

resources.  However, one of the owners of a Clagettsville resource that is being considered both 

as an individual resource and as part of the Clagettsville historic district advised the Planning 

Board that she had a contract purchaser for the property, and the contract was scheduled to 

expire by January 1, 2011.  At the request of the property owner, the Planning Board Chair 
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advanced the worksession date to December 13, 2010 and changed the topic to historic districts 

and related individual sites.   

A summary of steps taken by the HPC and the Planning Board to date is found in Appendix 1 of 

this staff report and on the website.   Future worksessions will be scheduled as needed.   

 

This staff report:  

 briefly summarizes the Planning Boardôs responsibilities when updating the Locational 

Atlas and evaluating resources for designation on the Master Plan for Historic 

Preservation. 

 summarizes general guidance on historic districts, individual sites, and rural resources 

from various sources. 

 lists staff recommendations in brief for resources under review in this worksession and 

notes where these recommendations differ from those of the Historic Preservation 

Commission.  

 provides a summary table of resources and staff and HPC recommendations.    

 provides detailed information on two potential historic districts--Clagettsville and 

Etchison--including resource maps, environmental setting text, statements of architectural 

and historical significance, designation criteria, zoning, photos, and summary tables.  

Where staff recommends resource maps and environmental setting text that differ from 

what is shown in the Public Hearing Draft, indication is given by brackets for deletions 

and underlining for additions.   

 Appendices with supporting documentation, including an overall Locator Map and 

Designation Criteria. 

 

PLANNING BOARD RESPONSIBILITIES  

 

The Planning Boardôs responsibilities are to: 

 Determine whether a potential historic resource merits designation on the Master Plan for 

Historic Preservation and transmit such recommendations to the County Council; and 

 Take action to update the Locational Atlas by adding resources to or removing them from 

the Atlas, as appropriate. 

 

For any resource recommended for designation, recommendations include: 

 applicable designation criteria and a summary of the resourceôs historical and/or 

architectural significance;   

 appropriate environmental settings and included appurtenances, with guidance for review 

in case of subdivision or development; 

 historic district boundaries and included tax parcels; and, as appropriate, 

 categorization of buildings, structures, features and/or tax parcels as contributing or non-

contributing to the significance of the resource. 

 

In evaluating resources, the Planning Board considers research forms, oral and written testimony, 

designation criteria, staff recommendations, and other relevant material submitted for the record 

to determine whether a resource meets any of the criteria for designation in Sec. 24A-3 of the 

County Code.  The Planning Board also considers other public interests, based on guidance in 

the Master Plan for Historic Preservation (1979), which states: 
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Procedure for Adding Resources to the Master Plan 

The [Historic Preservation] Commission should review additional sites on a periodic 

basis, at scheduled meetings, so that interested parties and property owners can be 

notified and attend.  Sites should be evaluated against the criteria listed above.  After 

receiving the recommendation of the Commission, the Montgomery County Planning 

Board would hold a Public Hearing to make its determination, using the same criteria, 

considering the purposes of the ordinance, and balancing the importance of the historic 

property with other public interests.  (Emphasis added) (Page 22)   

 

The purpose of the Historic Preservation Ordinance is as follows: 

éto provide for the identification, designation and regulation, for purposes of protection, 

preservation and continued use and enhancement, of those sites, structures with their 

appurtenances and environmental settings, and districts of historical, archeological, 

architectural or cultural value in that portion of the county which is within the Maryland-

Washington Regional District.  Its further purpose is to preserve and enhance the quality 

of life in the county, safeguard the historical and cultural heritage of the county, 

strengthen the local economy, stabilize and improve property values in and around such 

historical areas, foster civic beauty and to preserve continued utilization and pleasure of 

the citizens of the county, state and the Unites States of America.  (Sec. 24A-1 of the 

County Code) 

 

GUIDANCE ON DISTRICTS , SITES, AND RURAL RESOURCES 

 

Various documents provide guidance on districts, sites, and rural resources that may be helpful to 

the Planning Board when evaluating resources in Worksession #2.  Particularly relevant are the 

excerpts below.   

The Master Plan for Historic Preservation (1979) states:     

A diverse array of vernacular architectural and historical resources is scattered 

throughout the County.  Some of these resources are significant by themselves, some 

significant for their benefits as a group, and other significant for their larger 

environmental context, whether in suburban communities or in rural settings.  (p16) 

 

There are two major types of historic resources which are well-suited to district 

designation:  (1) residential and commercial areas illustrating the history of suburban 

development in the County; and (2) rural areas where the vernacular architecture and 

agricultural landscape reflect centuries of history.  Farming districts, rural villages and 

especially small crossroad villages deserve special attention.  Efforts should be made to 

assure the continuation of whatever primary functions exist with a district ï e.g., farming 

in the case of rural areas.  District designation may also be applied to the historic rural 

landscape.  Most of the rural landscape is seen from the road, thus the protection of 

byways and scenic roads and their vistas should become an integral part of historic 

preservation in Montgomery Countyé (p22, emphasis added) 
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Historic districts must not become areas where protective concerns override all other 

activities.  Instead, they are living and working areas where special attention is paid to 

protecting those qualities which make them significant resources for the Countyé(I)n 

rural districts not only can vernacular architecture and important rural settings be 

protected, but working farms can be sustained to provide close-to-market produce, and 

rural villages retained to provide local, small-scale goods and services. (p22) 

The Montgomery County Historic Preservation Ordinance
1
 provides the following definitions in 

Section 24A-2: 

Historic district: A group of historic resources which are significant as a cohesive unit 

and contribute to the historical, architectural, archeological or cultural values within the 

Maryland-Washington Regional District and which has been so designated in the master 

plan for historic preservation. 

 

Historic site: Any individual historic resource that is significant and contributes to the 

historical, architectural, archeological or cultural values within the Maryland-Washington 

Regional District and which has been so designated in the master plan for historic 

preservation. 

  

RURAL COMMUNITIES IN MONTGO MERY COUNTY  

 

Montgomery County was once largely defined by its numerous small rural communities.  The 

prevalence of rural crossroads as a major settlement pattern in this country and the spatial 

dimension of kinship networks, whose members in the 19
th
 century often lived and migrated 

together, have been little appreciated or recognized heretofore.  Appendix 8 summarizes the 

types of communities found within Montgomery County, including crossroads and kinship 

communities, while Appendix 9 and an article on rural hamlets.  Evaluation of the resources in 

this staff report will bring needed light to this significant aspect of Montgomeryôs history.
2
 

 

STAFF RECOMMENDATIONS   

 

Staff Recommendation re:  Maps and Environmental Settings 

Adopt Revised Upper Patuxent Historic Resources (Locator) Map and for Certain 

Resources, Revised Resource Maps and Environmental Setting Texts  

 

As discussed in the staff report for Worksession #1, staff recommends that the Planning Board 

adopt a revised Upper Patuxent Area Historic Resources Map (i.e., the overall locator map), as 

shown in the Appendix.  In addition, staff recommends that for resources recommended by staff 

for designation, the Planning Board adopt revised resource maps and environmental setting texts 

to reflect updated building footprints, minor corrections, and adjusted environmental settings.  

                                                           
1
 Montgomery County Code Chapter 24A. Historic Resources Preservation. 

2
 For more on kinship communities, see Communities of Kinship:  Antebellum Families and the Settlement of the 

Cotton Frontier, by Carolyn Earle Billingsley (University of Georgia Press, Athens, Georgia, 2004).  For 

information on rural settlement patterns for an area that shares many similarities with the Upper Patuxent, see From 

Sugar Camps to Star Barns:  Rural Life and Landscape in a Western Pennsylvania Community, by Sally McMurry 

(The Pennsylvania State University Press, Pennsylvania:  2001). 
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The revised environmental settings reflect the recommendations of Transportation staff, as 

shown in their memo.  The memo and a complete set of revised maps and environmental setting 

texts is posted at www.montgomeryplanning.org/historic/upperpatuxent.  For resources under 

evaluation in Worksession #2, the revised maps also will be shown subsequently in this staff 

report.  Revised environmental settings and texts ensure, generally, that Master Plan of 

Highways rights of way are included in the settings only under limited circumstances and that 

important features are preserved in the case of development or subdivision.   

 

Staff Recommendations for Historic Districts  

Staff recommends that the two Locational Atlas historic districts be designated on the Master 

Plan of Historic Preservation.   

 

1. 15/8 Clagettsville Historic District  

Staff recommends designation of a Clagettsville Historic District containing 44 parcels.  

HPC recommends designation of 5 individual sites instead of a historic district. 

A discussion of the Clagettsville Historic District begins on page 9. 

 

2. 15/29 Etchison Historic District  

Staff recommends designation of an Etchison Historic District containing 18 parcels.  

The HPC recommends an Etchison Historic District containing 5 parcels.  

A discussion of the Etchison Historic District begins on page 33. 

 

Staff Recommendation for Individual  Sites 

1. Recommend Designation of Clagettsville Resources as Individual Sites on the 

Master Plan only if they are not included within a Designated Historic District 

 

Should the Planning Board find that Clagettsville does not merit designation, staff recommends 

that six resources listed below be designated as individual sites on the Master Plan for Historic 

Preservation.  The HPC recommends that five resources be designated as individual resources on 

the Master Plan, as indicated below:  

 

15/8-1 Montgomery Chapel Methodist Protestant Church and Cemetery 

15/8-2 Ira Moxley/Harvey Moxley House 

15/8-3 Robert B. and Susan Moxley House 

15/8-4 Lewis and Laura Easton House 

15/8-5 Ottie and Tressie Moxley House (HPC recommends against any designation) 

15/8-6 Ollie and Leila Moxley House 

 

2. Recommend that one Etchison resource, if not included within a designated historic 

district, not be designated as an individual site on the Master Plan 
15/29-1 Mt. Tabor Methodist Episcopal Church   

Staff recommends that this resource, if not included within a designated historic district, also not 

be designated an individual site on the Master Plan. The HPC recommends against inclusion in a 

historic district or designation as an individual site.  

 

 

http://www.montgomeryplanning.org/historic/upperpatuxent
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SUMMARY TABLE  OF RESOURCES ADDRESSED IN THIS STAFF REPORT 
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(Staff Recommendation -- 44 parcels )  

(no district is recommended by the HPC) 

(map needs further revisions to show 

road classifications and widths) 

CLAGETTSVILLE RESOURCES  
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(Staff recommends all 6 for 

designation, but only if no historic 

district is designated; HPC 

recommends 5 (not 15/8-5) and no 

historic district) (map needs further 

revisions to show15/8-5 Ottie & 

Tressie Moxley House) 
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15/8 Clagettsville Historic District ï Staff Recommendation 

 

Clagettsville, located at the junction of Ridge Road and Kemptown Road, has historical, cultural, 

and architectural significance as a historic district because it is: 

 

 highly representative of a once prevalent settlement pattern ï the linear crossroads 

community established in rural areas throughout both Montgomery County and the 

United States  

 highly representative of a once prevalent cultural pattern ï the extended kinship 

community, which formed the primary institution governing rural lives and settlement 

throughout most of the 18
th
 and early 19

th
 centuries in the United States.  The small lots 

developed over time by family members seeking proximity to one another are illustrative 

of this pattern 

 possesses one of the Countyôs highest concentrations of dual-entrance houses, a 

vernacular dwelling type evidencing German influence from Pennsylvania and Frederick  

 features many houses evidencing popular dwelling types from the mid 19
th
 century to the 

mid-20
th
 century  

 possesses a crossroads still occupied by a visually prominent and familiar landmark (the 

Montgomery Chapel Methodist Protestant Church and Cemetery, 1904, 1941), as was 

once common in crossroad communities  

 contains examples of front-gabled buildings, the favored form for non-residential 

buildings throughout rural Montgomery from the late 18
th
 to early 20

th
 centuries 

(buildings now converted to residences) 

 evidences the characteristic rural open space and farm outbuildings as a backdrop 

 

Clagettsville possesses sufficient integrity in its development pattern and architecture to convey 

the significance outlined above and thus qualifies for local designation as a historic district.  

Further, it is still populated by an interwoven kinship community, and the names on the 

headstones in its cemetery give witness to this.  Therefore, staff recommends Clagettsville for 

designation as a historic district.  It is one of the largest linear crossroads communities and one of 

the oldest and most extensive kinship communities in upper Montgomery County.   

 

Zoning:  RDT, C-1 (note that Clagettsville is the only crossroads community in the area not to 

have been given Rural Village Overlay zoning, which helps restrict uses and maintain and 

solidify village character.  Designation could help preserve Clagettsvilleôs rural crossroads 

character.  

Criteria:  1a, 1d, 2a, 2d 

Historic District Boundary:  As shown on the Historic District map in this staff report.  Map has 

been revised to add detail.   

Public Interest Factor:  Ms. Donna Isaacs, one of the owners of 15/8-6 Ollie and Leila Moxley 

House at 28515 Ridge Road, has a contract purchaser for the property and the contract expires 

around January 1, 2011.  Ms. Isaacs does not want to lose the buyer, who wishes to tear down the 

house and build a new one at the rear of the property, conducting an agricultural operation on the 

front.  Development potential may be limited by both zoning and septic constraints posed by soil 

types in the area (though the record contains no dispositive evidence to date of the septic 

capacity of the property), and it is possible that only one house would be permitted.  Ms. Isaacs 
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applied for a demolition permit, but it was held up when DPS found the property was under 

review for designation on the Master Plan for Historic Preservation.  Because of the short turn-

around time for this worksession, staff could not take Ms. Isaacs up on her offer to see the 

interior of the house, which she states is quite deteriorated.    

The Public Hearing Draft Amendment, pages 43 to 49, contains a detailed discussion of the 

Clagettsville Historic Context, relevant for the Clagettsville Historic District and Clagettsville 

Area Individual Sites.   Additional information on the district is provided below.   

 

   

 

Initially a crossroads settlement, Clagettsville soon became a kinship community bound by faith.  

William Clagett, landowner since before the Civil War, established a store there, and likely a 

post office which required a locality name. Montgomery Chapel was built 1871. By 1873, the 

crossroads of Ridge and Kemptown Roads was known as Clagettsville.  Clagett conveyed land 

for a school in 1884. His son John also operated a store, next door.  Much of the land, including 

Clagettôs farm, was originally part of the Friendship farm (Locational Atlas #10/1), established 

by the Moxleys in the late 18
th
 century.  Following the 1896 death of George Moxley, owner of 

Friendship Farm, generations of Moxleys and extended family acquired lots and built houses and 

businesses along Ridge and Kemptown Roads.  Another family well represented is the Warfield 

family.  Samuel and Alice Warfield acquired 25 acres of Friendship Farm and several 

generations through the present have stayed to farm, open businesses, and raise families.  

Community resources included church, school, meeting hall, stores, blacksmith shop, and later, 

an automobile service station.  The community is characterized by Gothic Revival influenced 

architecture and features double entry façade houses, a local folk tradition. 

 

The Moxleys were instrumental in the establishment of the Montgomery Chapel and later 

Montgomery UM Church and in its vitality.  Floyd Simms Moxley of Friendship Farm wrote a 

history of the church in 1971.  His brothers Emory and Golden Moxley were church sextants. 

Alvie A Moxley was credited for his role in making the annual Sunday School picnic and parade 

the largest in the area. Moxleys and Warfields constructed and furnished church buildings, taught 

Sunday School, played organ, sang in the choir, and were buried in the cemetery.     

 

At the gateway to the southern edge of the district are the historic Clagett Houses and the site of 

the first store. The church and cemetery mark the primary intersection of Ridge and Kemptown 

Roads.  The historic district contains 37 pirmary buildings, of which 25 are contributing 
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resources and 12 are non-contributing resources.  The district includes two religious buildingsð

a church with cemetery and a former parsonage.    There are three historically commercial 

buildings: a two-story 1915 store, a one-story c1930 store, and a gas station.  As evidence of the 

important role kinship played in the development of Clagettsville, the historical record 

establishes that eighteen of the contributing resources were built or operated by Moxleys and 

their extended family.  Others were later inhabited by Moxleys.   

 

The resources date from four historic periods:  c1860-84, 1885-1904, 1905-40, and 1941-1950.  

Structures built after 1950 are non-contributing and merit the lowest level of scrutiny for 

proposed changes.  Designation will help preserve the resources if Kemptown Road is widened. 

The resources are further summarized in the table.   

 

 

 

 

First Period c1860-1884 

The houses in the period are side gable structures that have Federal and Greek influenced design 

details. Examples are 28001 Ridge Road (Clagett House), and 28310 Kemptown Road.  A 

vernacular house type highly representative of Clagettsville is the double entry house. The 

earliest known example in the area is the Friendship Farm house (Resource 10/1).  Four double 

entry type houses have been identified, though only one, at 28318 Kemptown, still retains both 

door openings.   Other Clagettsville examples include William Clagettôs house at 28015 Ridge 

Road (1874), and Albert Baker House (1884), 28420 Laytonsville Road.    

 

 

 

 

 

Second Period 1885-1904  

The house form most typical of this era is the Gothic Revival influenced house with center cross 

gable front facade. There are six examples of this type, found at 28020 Ridge, and Kemptown 

Road houses 28318, 28322, 28332, 28404, and 28515.  Particularly distinctive in this group is 

28322 Kemptown Road, which in addition to having a center cross gable roof, features a Queen 

Anne style tower and shingle siding details. This residence, like others in this era, was built with 

chimney flues for wood stoves rather than fireplaces.  Houses are typically 2 to 2 ½ stories tall 

and 3-4 bays wide with front porches.  
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Third Period 1905-40 

Structures from this period include Craftsman style bungalows and Four Squares, Colonial 

Revivals, and Tudor Revival houses. The structures tend to be smaller than earlier houses, 

typically 1½ story with smaller footprints. In this group are also three commercial buildings, 

each built adjacent to the proprietorôs residence.  Harvey Moxleyôs c1908-15 store is a two-story 

front gable structure which originally had a full width front porch.  Willie B Moxleyôs 1930 store 

at 28314 Kemptown Road is a one-story front gable building which had its entry in the front 

gable façade facing the street.  H Deets Warfieldôs garage is at 28030 Ridge Road, built next to 

the house in which he grew up, 28020 Ridge Road.  The meeting hall built by the Montgomery 

Methodist church in 1916 also was a front gable structure which stood at 28130 Ridge Road is 

no longer standing.   

 

 

 

 

Fourth Period 1941-50 

Structures built after World War II continued to have a historical connection with Clagettsville.  

Annie Easton and her husband John Esworthy built their house on Easton family property at 

28412.  This era saw the first use of brick in the community.  The Montgomery Church 

congregation built a brick faced parsonage at 28241.   The same year, the church received a face-

lift when it was encased in brick siding and the belfry was opened up. 
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Clagettsville Historic District Aerial ï linear development pattern 

 

 

 

 



14 

 

Clagettsville Historic District Summary Table 

Street Address 

 

Historic Name Style/ Type Date   Period Cate-

gory 
  

9915 Moxley Road Isaac Moxley Farm 

Building 

Log House c1800-

1860 

1 C 
 

28520 Kemptown 

Road 

Wm Alfred Smith House Greek Revival c1861-

75 

1 C 
 

28015 Ridge Road William C. Clagett House Double Entry c1874 1 C 
 

28001 Ridge Road John H. Clagett Hse Greek Revival, Ctr 

hall 

1879 1 C 
 

28420 Kemptown 

Road 

Albert W. Baker House Double Entry c1884  1 C 
 

28404 Kemptown 

Road 

John Burdette House Double Entry/ Ctr 

Cross Gable/ Gothic 

Revival 

c1884-

1899 

2 C 
 

28020 Ridge Road Samuel D Warfield House Ctr Cross Gable/ 

Gothic Revival 

c1899 2 C 

28515 Kemptown 

Road 

Ollie & Lelia Moxley Farm Ctr Cross Gable/ 

Gothic Revival 

1896 2 C 
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28408 Kemptown 

Road 

Lewis & Laura Easton 

House 

Queen Anne c1895-

1905 

2 C 
 

28318 Kemptown 

Road 

Ira Dorsey Moxley Double Entry/ Ctr 

Cross Gable/ Gothic 

Revival 

c1901 2 C 
 

28322 Kemptown 

Road 

Robt B & Susan Moxley 

House 

Queen Anne c1900-

03 

2 C 
 

28332 Kemptown 

Road 

Robt (Jake) & Orida 

Moxley  

Altered c1900-

03 

2 C 
 

28310 Kemptown 

Road 

Wm & Agnes Haines 3Bay Side Gable 1904 2 C 
 

28201 Kemptown 

Road 

  Church 1904 2 C 
 

28314 Kemptown 

Road 

Harvey W Moxley Store Vernacular c1908-

15 

3 C 
 

28411 Kemptown 

Road 

Ollie & Tressie Moxley Col Rev 4 Sq 1918 3 C 
 

28510 Kemptown 

Road 

Millie Moxley & Fuller 

Phebus 

Craftsmn Bungalow c1924-

28 

3 C 
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28416 Kemptown 

Road 

Willie B Moxley Store Vernacular 1930 3 C 
 

28230 Kemptown 

Road 

Wm C & Ilda Moxley Craftsman Bungalow 1930 3 C 
 

28309 Kemptown 

Road 

Harvey W Moxley House Craftsmn Cottage 1931 3 C 
 

28030 Ridge Road Warfield-Moxley Service 

Station 

Commercial c1935/ 

c1970s 
 

3/NC 

 

C 
 

28305 Kemptown 

Road 

Winfred & Imogene 

Perkinson 

Tudor Revival 1935 3 C 
 

28419 Kemptown 

Road 

  Vernacular 1941 4 C 
 

28412 Kemptown 

Road 

John Robt Esworthy Cape Cod 1942 4 C 
 

28241 Kemptown 

Road 

Church Parsonage Colonial Revival 1948 4 C 
 

28514 Kemptown 

Road 

John Seipp 

  

c1950-

53 

NC NC 
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28405 Kemptown 

Road 

Evelyn Humerick Minimal Traditnal 1957 NC NC 
 

28403 Kemptown 

Road 

Bowersox Hse Minimal Traditnal 1959 NC NC 
 

28323 Kemptown 

Road 

William Whitman Minimal Traditnal 1960 NC NC 
 

28235 Kemptown 

Road 

Edmond & Joyce Warfield 

Rhodes 

Minimal Traditnal 1961 NC NC 
 

28321 Kemptown 

Road 

  Minimal Traditnal 1961 NC NC 
 

28319 Kemptown 

Road 

  Minimal Traditnal 1963 NC NC 
 

28407 Kemptown 

Road 

  Minimal Traditnal 1963 NC NC 
 

28317 Kemptown 

Road 

  Minimal Traditnal 1965 NC NC 
 

28500 Kemptown 

Road 

Kaetzel   1968 NC NC 
 



18 

 

28315 Kemptown 

Road 

 

Ranch 1974 NC NC 
 

28409 Kemptown 

Road 

  Contemporary 1978 NC NC 
 

 

NOTE:  In the following sections regarding 

potential individual sites, if the environmental 

setting text has changed, [brackets] indicate 

deletion, underlining indicates addition. 
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Clagettsville Area Individual Sites ï 15/8-1 
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15/8-1 Montgomery Chapel 

Methodist Protestant 

Church and Cemetery, 

28201 Kemptown 

Road/Ridge Road (tax 

#s12-01876507, 12-

00936685, 12-00936982), 

(1904, 1941) 

 

The Montgomery Chapel 

Methodist Protestant 

Church is a landmark 

building, prominently 

located at the intersection of two early roads, Ridge Road and Kemptown Road. It housed one of 

the earliest Methodist Protestant congregations in the county. The congregation was organized in 

1871, but its roots went back to the 1830s and 1840s, when Providence Methodist Protestant 

Church and Brownôs Chapel were established. The Montgomery Chapel Methodist Protestant 

Church was built in 1904 under the direction of Clagettsville carpenter George Easton of 28408 

Kemptown Road. The community of Clagettsville grew around the church, first with a store and 

school located nearby, and then a residential area stretching northwest on Kemptown Road. 

Clagettsville was historically a close-knit kinship community composed primarily of descendants 

of Nehemiah Moxley. The inter-related and interdependent residents were tied together socially, 

religiously, and economically. The church was the social and spiritual center of the region. The 

burying ground was set aside on ¾ acre in 1882, and later expanded.  The resource includes the 

church building and the cemetery. The wood siding was replaced with brick when the church 

was expanded in 1941. The current bell tower dates from 1960 after the original had been 

removed. The church is now the St. Thomas Orthodox Syrian Church. An earlier church had 

been built on this site in 1871. A cemetery located north of the church contains over 760 burials, 

with graves as early as 1871. The cemetery is maintained by the Montgomery United Methodist 

Church (also in Clagettsville), the successor congregation to the Montgomery Chapel Methodist 

Protestant Church. 

Zoning: RDT              

Criteria: 2e 

Revised Environmental Setting: The setting 

includes [the church structure, located on 

parcel P922; the cemetery parcels P915 and 

P867; those parts of the cemetery that extend 

into road rights of way; and those parts of 

rights of way for Ridge and Kemptown Road 

contained within the above mentioned 

parcels.] all three parcels P922, P915, and P867; the church structure, all graves, all land within the 

fenceline of the cemetery as shown on the 2008 MNCPPC GIS aerial, and all Master Plan right of 

way within the three parcels). 

Revised Map:  Revised to add detail and to change environmental setting boundary.

Boundary incorrect, see prior map 
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Clagettsville Area Individual Sites ï 15/8-2 


