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An Amendment to the Master Plan for Historic Resources in Montgomery County  
 
Abstract  
This document contains the text and supporting graphics for the Public Hearing Draft Amendment to the 
Master Plan for Historic Preservation: Upper Patuxent Area Resources. If adopted and approved, it amends the 
Master Plan for Historic Preservation in Montgomery County, Maryland (1979), as amended; the Damascus 
Master Plan (2006); the General Plan (On Wedges and Corridors) for the Physical Development of the Maryland-
7ÁÓÈÉÎÇÔÏÎ 2ÅÇÉÏÎÁÌ $ÉÓÔÒÉÃÔ ÉÎ -ÏÎÔÇÏÍÅÒÙ ÁÎÄ 0ÒÉÎÃÅ 'ÅÏÒÇÅȭÓ #ÏÕÎÔÉÅÓ (1964), as amended; and the 
Preservation of Agriculture and Rural Open Space Functional Master Plan (1980), as amended.  
 
4ÈÅ !ÍÅÎÄÍÅÎÔ ÐÒÅÓÅÎÔÓ ÔÈÅ (ÉÓÔÏÒÉÃ 0ÒÅÓÅÒÖÁÔÉÏÎ #ÏÍÍÉÓÓÉÏÎȭÓ ÒÅÃÏÍÍÅÎÄÁÔÉÏÎÓ ÆÏÒ σ8 historic resources 
(two historic districts  and 36 individual resources) located primarily in Planning Area 15 (Upper Patuxent).  
The Historic Preservation Commission recommends: 
 
 15 resources (one historic district and 14 individual sites) be designated on the Master Plan for Historic 

Preservation. The Commission recommends that the Planning Board place two of these sites, which are not 
currently identified in the  Locational Atlas and Index of Historic Sites, on the Atlas.  

 22 resources (one historic district and 21 individual sites) not be designated on the Master Plan and that 
the Planning Board remove 21 of these resources from the Atlas 

 one resource be retained on the Atlas. 
 

 
Source of Copies 
The Maryland-National Capital Park and Planning Commission 
8787 Georgia Avenue 
Silver Spring, Maryland 20910-3760 
Online at www.MontgomeryPlanning.org/historic 
 
 
THE MARYLAND-NATIONAL CAPITAL PARK AND PLANNING COMMISSION 
 
The Maryland-National Capital Park and Planning Commission is a bi-county agency created by the General 
Assembly of Maryland in 1927. 4ÈÅ #ÏÍÍÉÓÓÉÏÎȭÓ ÇÅÏÇÒÁÐÈÉÃ ÁÕÔÈÏÒÉÔÙ ÅØÔÅÎÄÓ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ ÇÒÅÁÔ ÍÁÊÏÒÉÔÙ ÏÆ 
MontgomerÙ ÁÎÄ 0ÒÉÎÃÅ 'ÅÏÒÇÅȭÓ #ÏÕÎÔÉÅÓȠ ÔÈÅ -ÁÒÙÌÁÎÄ-Washington Regional District (M-NCPPC planning 
jurisdiction) comprises 1,001 square miles, while the Metropolitan District (parks) comprises 919 square 
miles, in the two counties. 
 
The Commission is charged with preparing, adopting, and amending or extending The General Plan (On 
Wedges and Corridors) for the Physical Development of the Maryland Washington Regional District in 
Montgomery and Prince GeorgeȭÓ #ÏÕÎÔÉÅÓȢ 
 
The Commission operates in each county through Planning Boards appointed by the county government. The 
Boards are responsible for all local plans, zoning amendments, subdivision regulations, and administration of 
parks. The Montgomery County Planning Board is also responsible for updates to the Locational Atlas & Index 
of Historic Sites in Montgomery County Maryland.  
 
The Maryland-National Capital Park and Planning Commission encourages the involvement and participation 
of individuals with disabiliti es, and its facilities are accessible. For assistance with special needs (e.g., large 
print materials, listening devices, sign language interpretation, etc.), please contact the Community Outreach 
and Media Relations Division, 301-495-4600 or TDD 301-495-1331. 
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The Master Plan for Historic Preservation  
 
The Master Plan for Historic Preservation is a functional master plan with countywide application. The plan 
and the Historic Preservation Ordinance, Chapter 24A of the Montgomery County Code, are designed to protect 
and preserve Montgomery County's historic and architectural heritage.  When a historic resource is placed on 
the Master Plan for Historic Preservation, the adoption action officially designates the property as an historic 
site or historic district, and subjects it to the further procedural requirements of the Historic Preservation 
Ordinance. 
 
Designation of historic sites and districts serves to highlight the values that are important in maintaining the 
individual character of the County and its communities.  It is the intent of the County's preservation program 
to provide a rational system for evaluating, protecting and enhancing the County's historic and architectural 
heritage for the benefit of present and future generations of Montgomery County residents.  The 
accompanying challenge is to weave protection of this heritage into the County's planning program so as to 
maximize community support for preservation and minimize infringement on private property rights. 
 
The following criteria, as stated in Section 24A-3 of the Historic Preservation Ordinance, shall apply when 
historic resources are evaluated for designation in the Master Plan for Historic Preservation: 
 
1. Historical and cultural significance 
 
     The historic resource: 
     a.  has character, interest, or value as part of the development, heritage or cultural characteristics of the 

County, State, or Nation; 
      b.  is the site of a significant historic event;  

 c.  is identified with a person or a group of persons who influenced society; or 
 d.  exemplifies the cultural, economic, social, political or historic heritage of the County and its 

communities; or 
 
2.   Architectural and design significance 
 
     The historic resource: 
     a.  embodies the distinctive characteristics of a type, period or method of construction; 
      b.  represents the work of a master; 
      c.  possesses high artistic values; 
     d.  represents a significant and distinguishable entity whose components may lack individual distinction; 

or 
e.   represents an established and familiar visual feature of the neighborhood, community, or County due 

to its singular physical characteristic or landscape.         
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Implementing the Master Plan for Historic Preservation  
 
Once designated on the Master Plan for Historic Preservation, historic resources are subject to the protection 
of the Montgomery County Preservation Ordinance, Chapter 24A of the County Code. Any substantial changes 
to the exterior of a resource or its environmental setting must be reviewed by the Historic Preservation 
Commission and a Historic Area Work Permit issued under the provisions of the County's Preservation 
Ordinance, Section 24A-6. In accordance with the Master Plan for Historic Preservation and unless otherwise 
specified in the amendment, the environmental setting for each site, as defined in Section 24A-2 of the Ordi-
nance, is the entire parcel on which the resource is located as of the date it is designated on the Master Plan. 
 
Designation of the entire parcel provides the County adequate review authority to preserve historic sites in 
the event of development. It also ensures that, from the beginning of the development process, important 
features of these sites are recognized and incorporated in the future development of designated properties. In 
the case of large acreage parcels, the amendment may provide general guidance for the refinement of the 
setting by indicating when the setting is subject to reduction in the event of development; by describing an 
appropriate area to preserve the integrity of the resource; and by identifying buildings and features asso-
ciated with the site which should be protected as part of the setting. It is anticipated that for a majority of the 
sites designated, the appropriate point at which to refine the environmental setting will be when the property 
is subdivided. 
 
Public improvements can profoundly affect the integrity of an historic area. Section 24A-6 of the Ordinance 
states that a Historic Area Work Permit for work on public or private property must be issued prior to altering 
an historic resource or its environmental setting. The design of public facilities in the vicinity of historic 
resources should be sensitive to and maintain the character of the area. Specific design considerations should 
be reflected as part of the Mandatory Referral review processes.  
 
In many cases, the parcels of land on which historic resources sit are also affected by other planned facilities 
in a master plan; this is particularly true with respect to transportation right -of-way. In general, when 
establishing an environmental setting boundary for a historic resource, the need for the ultimate 
transportation facility is also acknowledged, and the environmental setting includes the entire parcel minus 
the approved and adopted master planned right-of-way. In certain specific cases, however, the master 
planned right-of-way directly affects an important contributing element to the historic resource. In such cases, 
the amendment addresses the specific conflicts existing at the site, and suggests alternatives and 
recommendations to assist in balancing preservation with the implementation of other equally important 
community needs. 
 
In addition to protecting designated resources from unsympathetic alteration and insensitive redevelopment, 
the County's Preservation Ordinance also empowers the County's Department of Permitting Services and the 
Historic Preservation Commission to prevent the demolition of historic buildings through neglect. 
 
The Montgomery County Council passed legislation in September 1984 to provide for a tax credit against 
County real property taxes to encourage the restoration and preservation of privately owned structures 
located in the County. The credit applies to all properties designated on the Master Plan for Historic 
Preservation (Chapter 52, Art. VI). Furthermore, the Historic Preservation Commission maintains current 
information on the status of preservation incentives including tax credits, tax benefits possible through the 
granting of easements on historic properties, outright grants, and a low interest loan program. 
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Context 
 
Purpose and Scope  
This amendment presents the results of an evaluation of 38 up-County resources (two historic districts and 
36 individual sites). The amendment includes a history of the Upper Patuxent area, where most of the 
resources are located, and for each resource, the following recommendations: 
 
 whether it  should be designated on the Master Plan for Historic Preservation in Montgomery County, 

Maryland 
 whether it  should be added to, removed from, or retained on the Locational Atlas and Index of Historic 

Sites in Montgomery County Maryland.1  
 
For any resource recommended for designation, recommendations may include: 
 
 applicable designation criteria 2 ÁÎÄ Á ÓÕÍÍÁÒÙ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÒÅÓÏÕÒÃÅȭÓ ÈÉÓÔÏÒÉÃÁÌ ÏÒ ÁÒÃÈÉÔÅÃÔÕÒÁÌ ÓÉÇÎÉÆÉÃÁÎÃÅ3  
 appropriate environmental settings and included appurtenances, with guidance for review in case of 

subdivision or development  
 historic district boundaries and included parcels 
 categorization of parcels, buildings, structures, and features as contributing or non-contributing  to the 

significance of the resource. 
 
This Public Hearing Draft contains the Historic Preservation Commissionȭs recommendations. Resources 
are designated when the County Council approves the amendment and the Maryland-National Capital Park 
and Planning Commission subsequently adopts it. Resources are added to and removed from the Locational 
Atlas by action of the Planning Board, which has jurisdiction over Atlas updates.  
 
Resource Location s  
The resources in this amendment mainly are located in Planning Area 15 and also in Planning Areas 10 
(Bennett), 12 (Dickerson), and 14 (Goshen).    
 
Planning Area 15 (Upper Patuxent) ÓÔÒÅÔÃÈÅÓ ÆÒÏÍ 0ÁÒÒȭÓ 3ÐÒÉÎÇ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÅ &ÒÅÄÅÒÉÃËȾ-ÏÎÔÇÏÍÅÒÙ #ÏÕÎÔÙ 
boundary on the north; to the village of Etchison and Hiplsley Mill Road on the south; the Patuxent River on 
the east; and Kemptown Road, Ridge Road, part of the boundary of the Damascus Planning Area, Damascus 
Road, and Laytonsville Road on the west.  
 
Ridge Road south of Clagettsville and Kemptown Road form a boundary between Planning Area 15 and 
Planning Area 10. Resources on the west side that are in Planning Area 10 were included in the 
Amendment since they are historically and visually related to Upper Patuxent area resources.  
 
The Etchison Historic District (15/29) is located at the junction of Planning Areas 14 and 15, and resources 
in each area were evaluated for their historical and architectural relationship.  

                                                 
1
 The Locational Atlas and Index of Historic Sites in Montgomery County Maryland (1976), as subsequently amended, is the 

Countyôs inventory of sites and districts that may, upon evaluation, be found to merit designation on the Master Plan for 

Historic Preservation. 
2
 The Public Hearing Draft evaluates resources based on the criteria specified in Section 24A-3(b) of the Historic 

Preservation Ordinance (Montgomery County Code, Section 24A. Historic Resources Preservation). The Planning Board 

Draft also considers planning and public interest, because page 22 of the Master Plan for Historic Preservation states that 

ñafter receiving the recommendation of the [Historic Preservation] Commission, the Montgomery County Planning Board 

éhold(s) a Public Hearing to make its determination, using the same criteria, considering the purposes of the ordinance, and 

balancing the importance of the historic property with other public interests.ò 
3
 For each resource, M-NCPPC Historic Preservation staff prepared a detailed research form, available online at 

www.montgomeryplanning.org/historic/UpperPatuxent or at the Historic Preservation Office in the Montgomery County 

Planning Department. 

http://www.montgomeryplanning.org/historic/UpperPatuxent


 
Two individual resources (10/18  and 12/10 ) ×ÅÒÅ ÉÎÃÌÕÄÅÄ ÁÔ ÔÈÅ Ï×ÎÅÒÓȭ ÒÅÑÕÅÓÔÓ.  
 
One resource (15/ 2) was moved out of the County to 13516 Golf Club Court in Frederick County and 
another (15/30) was moved across the County and now ÁÄÊÏÉÎÓ ÔÈÅ 1ÕÁÒÒÙ -ÁÓÔÅÒȭÓ (ÏÕÓÅȟ Locational 
Atlas resource 17/54 at 16710 River Road.  
 
Historic Resource Status  
Most of the evaluated resources are listed on the Locational Atlas. Three resources under review were not 
previously identified on the Atlas.  
 
A number of historic resources within the Upper Patuxent that were originally listed on the Locational 
Atlas have already been removed through previous amendments, and one resource (15/23 Perry Etchison 
House) has been designated on the Master Plan for Historic Preservation. 
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History  
(Resources in bold  are evaluated in this amendment.) 
 
Geography 
Located wi thin the Piedmont Plain, the Upper Patuxent area is characterized by steep ridges, rolling hills, 
fertile valleys, and a network of rivers and streams.  
 
Ridges: 0ÁÒÒȭÓ 2ÉÄÇÅ ÉÓ ÐÁÒÔ ÏÆ Á ÓÅÒÉÅÓ ÏÆ ÒÉÄÇÅÓ ÔÈÁÔ ÒÕÎ ÓÏÕÔÈ×ÅÓÔ ÔÈÒÏÕÇÈ ÔÈÅ ÎÏÒÔÈÅÒÎ ÐÏÒÔÉÏÎÓ ÏÆ 
Maryland. 0ÁÒÒȭÓ 2ÉÄÇÅ ÅÎÔÅÒÓ ÔÈÅ 5ÐÐÅÒ 0ÁÔÕØÅÎÔ ÁÔ ÉÔÓ ÎÏÒÔÈÅÁÓÔÅÒÎ ÔÉÐ ÁÎÄ ÒÕÎÓ ÔÈÒÏÕÇÈ $ÁÍÁÓÃÕÓ ÔÏ 
Route 355 and the Potomac River. *ÏÉÎÉÎÇ 0ÁÒÒȭÓ 2ÉÄÇÅ ÉÎ $ÁÍÁÓÃÕÓ ÉÓ ÔÈÅ 3ÏÕÔÈÅÁÓÔ 2ÉÄÇÅȟ ×ÈÉÃÈ ÒÕÎÓ 
south to Laytonsville through part of the Upper Patuxent. 0ÁÒÒȭÓ 2ÉÄÇÅ ÃÏÎÔÁÉÎÓ ÔÈÅ CÏÕÎÔÙȭÓ ÈÉÇÈÅÓÔ 
ÅÌÅÖÁÔÉÏÎȟ ψψπ ÆÅÅÔȟ ÏÎ Á ÐÒÏÐÅÒÔÙ ×ÉÔÈÉÎ ÔÈÅ 5ÐÐÅÒ 0ÁÔÕØÅÎÔȭÓ ÎÏÒÔÈÅÁÓÔÅÒÎ ÔÉÐȢ4 0ÁÒÒȭÓ 2ÉÄÇÅ ×ÁÓ ÎÁÍÅÄ 
after John Parr, an 18th century settler who owned land near the present-day junction of Montgomery, 
Frederick, Howard, and Carroll Counties. Parr also lent his name to Parrsville near Mt. Airy in Carroll 
County and 0ÁÒÒȭÓ 3ÐÒÉÎÇ ɉρυȾρɊ, which marks the junction of the four counties.   
 

 
1861 map of Damascus area from Charles Heyne Map 
Of Virginia, Maryland, and Delaware, Library of Congress 
 
Rivers: ,ÁÎÄ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ ÅÁÓÔ ÏÆ 0ÁÒÒȭÓ 2ÉÄÇÅ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ 5ÐÐÅÒ 0ÁÔÕØÅÎÔ ÁÒÅÁ ÉÓ ×ÉÔÈÉÎ ÔÈÅ 0ÁÔÕØÅÎÔ River watershed. 
The Patuxent River forms the boundary between Montgomery County and Howard County. Through the 
18th and early 19th centuries, the upper 0ÁÔÕØÅÎÔ 2ÉÖÅÒ ×ÁÓ ËÎÏ×Î ÁÓ 3ÎÏ×ÄÅÎȭÓ 2ÉÖÅÒȟ ÁÆÔÅÒ 2ÉÃÈÁÒÄ 
Snowden, a 17th century emigrant to Maryland. 4ÈÅ 0ÁÔÕØÅÎÔ 2ÉÖÅÒȭÓ ÈÅÁÄ×ÁÔÅÒÓ ÏÒÉÇÉÎÁÔÅ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ 
northeastern tip of Upper Patuxent in Montgomery County on a property containing boundary stones that 
mark the Frederick-Montgomery and Montgomery-Howard county lines. In 1985, the Maryland Geological 
Survey designated the Montgomery-Howard boundary marker as the headwaters of the Patuxent, 
dispelliÎÇ ÔÈÅ ÆÒÅÑÕÅÎÔ ÍÉÓÃÏÎÃÅÐÔÉÏÎ ÔÈÁÔ 0ÁÒÒȭÓ 3ÐÒÉÎÇ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ ÎÏÒÔÈÅÁÓÔ ÆÏÒÍÅÄ ÔÈÅ 0ÁÔÕØÅÎÔȭÓ 
headwaters.5   

                                                 
4
 The property containing the highest elevation in Montgomery County is 13949 Penn Shop Road, tax parcel 12-60781, now 

occupied by the Mt. Airy Full Gospel Church. 
5
 Kenneth A. Schwarz, Department of Natural Resources, Maryland Geological Survey Special Publication No. 1, Frederick-

Montgomery-Howard County Boundary Line Resurvey of 1980, prepared in cooperation with Representatives of Frederick 

County, Montgomery County and Howard County, 1985, page 1. The property containing the Montgomery-Howard County 

marker is 13819 Penn Shop Road. 



0ÁÒÒȭÓ 3ÐÒÉÎÇ ÉÓ ÔÈÅ ÈÅÁÄ×ÁÔÅÒÓ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ 0ÁÔÁÐÓÃÏ 2ÉÖÅÒȟ ×ÈÉÃÈ ÆÏÒÍÓ ÔÈÅ ÂÏÕÎÄÁÒÙ ÂÅÔ×ÅÅÎ (Ï×ÁÒÄ ÁÎÄ 
Carroll Counties. 
 
4ÈÅ ÌÁÎÄ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ ×ÅÓÔ ÏÆ 0ÁÒÒȭÓ 2ÉÄÇe in the Upper Patuxent area is drained by Bennett Creek and the 
Fahrney Branch, which joins Bennett Creek in Frederick. In Frederick, Bennett Creek then runs to the 
Monocacy River and the Potomac River. The springhouse on Friendship Farm (10/1)  in Clagettsville 
marks the headwaters for Bennett Creek. The Fahrney Branch is likely ÔÈÅ ȰÎÏÒÔÈ×ÅÓÔÅÒÎ ÂÒÁÎÃÈ ÏÆ 
"ÅÎÎÅÔÔÓ #ÒÅÅËȱ ÒÅÆÅÒÒÅÄ ÔÏ ÉÎ ÁÎ ÅÁÒÌÙ ÌÁÎÄ ÐÁÔÅÎÔ ÆÏÒ ÌÁÎÄ ÁÂÏÖÅ ÐÒÅÓÅÎÔ-day Clagettsville. 6  
 
Early Land Surveys and Patents in Montgomery County  
The earliest land grants (patents) in what eventually became Montgomery County date from the 1680s, 
when Montgomery County was still part of Charles County. Speculators, both from England and the more 
settled areas in southern Maryland, started surveying the land and taking out land patents in what became 
present day Washington D.C. and Montgomery County, first on the lower reaches of Rock Creek and then 
along the lower reaches of the Potomac and Patuxent Rivers. Wealthier speculators typically did not inhabit 
or settle the land themselves, but instead leased the land to tenant farmers. Eventually, the speculators sold 
off small tracts, often to settlers who had come to Maryland as indentured servants and gained their 
freedom.   
 
Land Surveys, Patents, and Patent Holders in the Upper Patuxent  
The earliest land grants in the Upper Patuxent date to the 1740s. The steep terrain, distance from 
established settlements, and lack of navigable rivers may have prevented earlier exploration. The patents 
in the Upper Patuxent usually started out as small tracts and often were resurveyed and re-patented over 
time to include more area.  
 
0ÁÔÅÎÔÓ ÆÒÏÍ ÔÈÅ 0ÒÉÎÃÅ 'ÅÏÒÇÅȭÓ %ÒÁȡ Three known patents date from the period when the Upper 
0ÁÔÕØÅÎÔ ×ÁÓ ÓÔÉÌÌ ×ÉÔÈÉÎ 0ÒÉÎÃÅ 'ÅÏÒÇÅȭÓ #Ïunty, divided from Charles County in 1696.  
 
The first was granted in 1741 to James Brooke (1705 ɀ 1784). KÎÏ×Î ÁÓ Ȱ"ÒÏÏËÅȭÓ #ÈÁÎÃÅȟȱ ÔÈÅ ςπ-acre 
tract was located in the southern portion of the Upper Patuxent along the Patuxent River, between 
Annapolis Rock Road and Etchison, to the east of Route 108 (Damascus Road), near the Colonel Lyde 
Griffith Farm (15/27) . Brooke later enlarged the tract. In 1764, James Brooke increased his holdings in 
the same vicinity of BrookeȭÓ Chance, by patenting Brooke Fields, a tract of 1,663 acres that was a resurvey 
of Silence, a Resurvey. 
 
*ÁÍÅÓ "ÒÏÏËÅȟ Á 1ÕÁËÅÒ ÃÏÎÖÅÒÔȟ ÐÌÁÙÅÄ Á ÐÒÏÍÉÎÅÎÔ ÒÏÌÅ ÉÎ -ÏÎÔÇÏÍÅÒÙ #ÏÕÎÔÙȭÓ ÈÉÓÔÏÒÙȢ In the 1720s, he 
ÂÅÃÁÍÅ 3ÁÎÄÙ 3ÐÒÉÎÇȭÓ ÆÉÒÓÔ ÓÅÔÔÌÅÒ, and he helped establish Sandy Spring as a Quaker community by 
providing the land for the Sandy Spring Meeting House. He eventually became one of the #ÏÕÎÔÙȭÓ ÌÁÒÇÅÓÔ 
land owners. James Brooke followed in the family tradition: his Brooke ancestors had amassed substantial 
land holdings along the Patuxent River in southern Maryland.7 He married into the Snowdens, who were 
amassing substantial land holdings on the Patuxent River in central Maryland in parts of what are now 
!ÎÎÅ !ÒÕÎÄÅÌȟ 0ÒÉÎÃÅ 'ÅÏÒÇÅȭÓȟ ÁÎÄ ÌÏ×ÅÒ -ÏÎÔÇÏÍÅÒÙ #ÏÕÎÔÉÅÓȢ  
 
The second known patÅÎÔ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ 5ÐÐÅÒ 0ÁÔÕØÅÎÔ ÄÁÔÉÎÇ ÆÒÏÍ ÉÔÓ 0ÒÉÎÃÅ 'ÅÏÒÇÅȭÓ ÅÒÁ ×ÁÓ Ȱ(ÁÒÔÌÙÓ ,ÏÔÔ,ȱ a 
ten-acre tract granted to Francis Hartly in 1748 and later enlarged. Ȱ(ÁÒÔÌÙÓ ,ÏÔÔȱ ×ÁÓ ÌÏÃÁÔÅÄ ÎÅÁÒ ÔÈÅ 
intersection of Hipsley Mill Road and Halterman Road.  
 

                                                 
6
 Black Walnut Creek, Prince Georgeôs County Circuit Court Land Survey, Subdivision and Condominium Plats, Patented 

Certificate 350, patented October 27, 1748, MSA S 1203-415, at www.plats.net. 
7
 See John Thomas Scharf, History of Western Maryland (Baltimore: Regional Publishing Company, 1968, originally printed 

in 1882, page 774.   

http://www.plats.net/
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The last paÔÅÎÔ ÄÁÔÉÎÇ ÆÒÏÍ ÔÈÅ 0ÒÉÎÃÅ 'ÅÏÒÇÅȭÓ ÐÅÒÉÏÄ ×ÁÓ "ÌÁÃË 7ÁÌÎÕÔ 0ÌÁÉÎÓȟ Á ρππ-acre tract granted in 
1748 to Edward Busey (c 1709ɀ1778). This patent was located in the northern portion of the Upper 
Patuxent on the east side of Kemptown Road between its junction with Ridge Road to the southeast 
(present-day Clagettsville) and the Frederick-Montgomery County boundary to the northwest.8 Edward 
Busey resurveyed the land around Black Walnut Plains in 1757 but never patented the enlarged tract 
(1,420 acres). Busey was a carpenter and one-time tenant on land along Rock Creek.9 Eventually, Black 
Walnut Plains was later incorporated into the land patent Warfield and Snowden, granted to Charles 
Alexander Warfield and Ann Snowden in 1812 (2,084 acres), two members of MarylÁÎÄȭÓ ×ÅÁÌÔÈÙ ÁÎÄ 
prominent landholding families.10  
 
Later patents:  In ρχτψȟ &ÒÅÄÅÒÉÃË #ÏÕÎÔÙ ×ÁÓ ÅÓÔÁÂÌÉÓÈÅÄ ÆÒÏÍ ÔÈÅ ÕÐÐÅÒ ÐÏÒÔÉÏÎÓ ÏÆ 0ÒÉÎÃÅ 'ÅÏÒÇÅȭÓ 
County. At the same time, Frederick Town, which was platted in 1745 and is now known as the City of 
Frederick, became the new county seat. The lower reaches of the new county included land that in 1776 
became Montgomery County.11 (Portions of Montgomery County, including Georgetown, were ceded in 
1791 to the federal government for the creation of the District of Columbia.)  
 
&ÒÏÍ &ÒÅÄÅÒÉÃË #ÏÕÎÔÙȭÓ ÅÓÔÁÂÌÉÓÈÍÅÎÔ ÉÎ ρχτψ ÔÈÒÏÕÇÈ ÔÈÅ ρχυπÓȟ ÐÁÔÅÎÔÓ ÆÏÒ ÓÍÁÌÌ ÔÒÁÃÔÓ ×ÉÔÈÉÎ ÔÈÅ 
Upper Patuxent continued to be filed slowly. In the 1760s through 1790s, patents were filed at a more 
rapid pace, and a few tracts were 1000 acres or larger. Some of the earliest Upper Patuxent patents in the 
ÎÅ×ÌÙ ÅÓÔÁÂÌÉÓÈÅÄ &ÒÅÄÅÒÉÃË #ÏÕÎÔÙ ×ÅÒÅ 3ÔÁÒȭÓ &ÁÎcy (1749, υπ ÁÃÒÅÓɊ ÁÎÄ -ÅÅËȭÓ $ÅÌÉÇÈÔ ɉρχτω, 50 
acres), both in the southern portion along Long Corner Road south of Mullinix Mill Road. In the northern 
ÐÏÒÔÉÏÎ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ 5ÐÐÅÒ 0ÁÔÕØÅÎÔȟ ÅÁÒÌÙ ÔÒÁÃÔÓ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÎÅ×ÌÙ ÍÉÎÔÅÄ &ÒÅÄÅÒÉÃË #ÏÕÎÔÙ ÉÎÃÌÕÄÅ (ÏÂÂȭÓ 0ÕÒÃÈÁÓÅ 
(1753, σρω ÁÃÒÅÓɊ ÁÎÄ $ÉÃËÅÒÓÏÎȭÓ #ÈÁÎÃÅ ɉρχυτ, 50 acres).12 One of the larger, later tracts was Pleasant 
Plains of Damascus (1774, 1,101 acres), located near the junction of Mullinix Mill Road and Long Corner 
Road and running to the present-day Damascus. The single largest tract was Prospect Hills (1796, 3,008 
acres), which extended into then Anne Arundel County and ran along the Patuxent River from the area 
north of Clagettsville to Mullinix Mill Road.13  
 
By about 1800, most land within the Upper Patuxent had been patented, and new patents were generally 
resurveys combining older grants and correcting boundary errors. Patents in the Upper Patuxent were filed 
by persons of both wealthy and modest means, and most of the tracts had fewer than 300 acres.   

                                                 
8
 Black Walnut Plains was located close to Kemptown Road on or near properties with the addresses 28625, 28501, and 

28515 Kemptown Road. (The latter is the Ollie and Lelia Moxley House (15/8-6).) These properties are to the southeast of 

the Alfred Baker House (15/4) at 28901 Kemptown Road and formed part of the farmland owned by Alfred Baker at the 

time of his death. The location of Black Walnut Plains may be established by comparing the two survey plats found in Equity 

Cases 618 and 622 ( Montgomery County Circuit Court, T #415, MSA Box No. 48, Loc. No. 3-55-9-48, Type of Case ï 

Equity Years 1885-1891, JA No. 1) to current tax parcel maps, GIS maps produced by the Montgomery County Planning 

Department, and the certificates of survey for the land patents Warfield and Snowden and Prospect Hills.  
9
 See Lease, Y/2-3, Prince Georgeôs County Land Records, recorded March 26, 1739. 

10
 Warfield and Snowden was itself a resurvey of Prospect Hills, a 3008-acre tract granted in 1796 to Major Thomas 

Snowden and Dr. Charles Alexander Warfield. Prospect Hills was a resurvey of Friendship Enlarged, a 1915-acre tract 

surveyed in 1770 and patented in 1796 to the same Thomas Snowden and Charles Alexander Warfield. Friendship Enlarged 

was a resurvey of Friendship, a 1575-acre tract granted to Colonel Henry Ridgely (1728-1791) in 1760. Friendship included 

land that Edward Busey surveyed in 1757 to expand his patent, Black Walnut Plains, but did not include the original Black 

Walnut Plains. Snowden and Warfield were married to Ridgelyôs daughters, Ann and Elizabeth, respectively. Friendship 

Farm (10/1) was named after Friendship, an early patent in the Clagettsville area.  
11

 Edward B. Mathews, ñThe Counties of Maryland, Their Origin, Boundaries, and Election Districts,ò in Maryland 

Geological Survey General Report, Volume 6, Part V (Baltimore: The Johns Hopkins Press, 1906), original from Harvard 

University, (digitized Aug. 23, 2007, Google Books), pages 518-519.   
12

 Hobbs Purchase was patented by John Parr, for whom Parrôs Spring (15/1) was named. Hobbs Purchase was a resurvey of 

Bush Creek Hill, which was patented for 100 acres on February 7, 1744 to John Parr and was located on land in what is now 

Frederick County, probably starting near Penn Shop Road and running generally north. Parr also patented Parrôs Range on 

the same date. They likely ran along what is now known as Parrôs Ridge.  
13

 See earlier footnote  



Tobacco and Subsequent Farming Practices  
Tobacco: Tobacco figures prominently in the settlement and history of both Montgomery County and the 
Upper Patuxent. 4ÈÅ #ÏÕÎÔÙȭÓ first European settlers were English planters from the Chesapeake who 
arrived in the early 1700s seeking new and cheaper lands for tobacco cultivation.14 These planters found 
the #ÏÕÎÔÙȭÓ ÍÏÉÓÔÕÒÅ-retaining silt -loam soils well suited for growing certain varieties of tobacco. They 
ÑÕÉÃËÌÙ ÅÓÔÁÂÌÉÓÈÅÄ ÐÌÁÎÔÁÔÉÏÎÓȟ ÆÉÒÓÔ ÁÌÏÎÇ ÔÈÅ ÒÅÇÉÏÎȭÓ ÒÉÖÅÒÓ ÁÎÄ ÓÔÒÅÁÍÓ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÅÎ ÔÈÒÏÕÇÈÏÕÔ ÔÈÅ County. 
Landowning opportunities were limited since large land tracts were owned by speculators, and tobacco 
planters farmed the land primarily as tenants. Rather than invest in permanent buildings, they instead 
invested in transportable laborɂslaveryɂto help control the costs of producing tobacco, which was a 
labor-intensive crop.15  Through the 1700Óȟ ÔÏÂÁÃÃÏ ×ÁÓ -ÁÒÙÌÁÎÄȭÓ ÍÁÉÎ ÃÁÓÈ ÃÒÏÐȢ 
 
By the mid-1700Óȟ ÔÏÂÁÃÃÏ ÈÁÄ ÂÅÃÏÍÅ ÁÎ ÉÎÔÅÇÒÁÌ ÐÁÒÔ ÏÆ -ÏÎÔÇÏÍÅÒÙȭÓ ÅÃÏÎÏÍÙȡ tobacco merchants 
from Glasgow and Whitehaven had set up stores on the upper Potomac to sell local tobacco to the French; 
tobacco inspection warehouses were ÅÓÔÁÂÌÉÓÈÅÄ ÉÎ 'ÅÏÒÇÅÔÏ×Î ÁÎÄ "ÌÁÄÅÎÓÂÕÒÇ ÉÎ 0ÒÉÎÃÅ 'ÅÏÒÇÅȭÓ 
County to ensure quality control and allow local planters to compete with Virginian planters across the 
Potomac; and tobacco became a common form of currency, as attested to by the bill of sale and deeds found 
in County land records.16  
 
The importance of tobacco to Montgomery County is clearly evidenced from the Tax Assessment schedules 
of 1783. In that year, the Assessment shows that there were 607 tobacco barns in Montgomery County. 
They were log or frame and evenly distributed throughout the #ÏÕÎÔÙȭÓ five tax districts. They were about 
the same size as dwelling houses, the only buildings more numerous than tobacco barns that year.17   
 
By 1790, fully one quarter of the UnÉÔÅÄ 3ÔÁÔÅÓȭ ÔÏÂÁÃÃÏ ÅØÐÏÒÔÓ ÃÁÍÅ ÆÒÏÍ -ÁÒÙÌÁÎÄȟ ÁÎÄ ÏÎÅ-fifth of that 
from Montgomery County.18 However, reliance on tobacco proved problematic and led to new directions 
for the County. By the early 1800s tobacco monoculture had severely depleted the CountÙȭÓ ÓÏÉÌÓȢ Tobacco 
also was an unreliable cash crop: prices were depressed from the mid-1790s to the 1840s with only two 
rallies, once in the postwar years after 1815 and once for a period in the 1830s.19 Tobacco planters began 
to move out of the County to fresh lands in the south and west, and farms were abandoned.   
 
Farming practices in Montgomery County and the Upper Patuxent diversified starting in the 1830s. Despite 
these changes, tobacco held on in the #ÏÕÎÔÙȭÓ upper reaches. By 1850, one third of the farmers in the 
Cracklin District and three quarters of those in the Clarksburg District were still planting tobacco, versus 
ÏÎÌÙ ÔÈÒÅÅ ÐÅÒÃÅÎÔ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÆÁÒÍÅÒÓ ÉÎ "ÅÒÒÙȭÓ $ÉÓÔÒÉÃÔ ɉthe lower eastern portion of the County).20 By 1879, 
tobacco was still being produced by farms in the Clarksburg, Cracklin, and northern Mechanicsville 
Districtsɂi.e., around the towns of Olney, Laytonsville, Hyattstown, Goshen, Germantown, Gaithersburg, 
Dickerson, Dawsonville, Darnestown, Damascus, Clarksburg, and Cedar Groveɂbut not in other places in 
the County.21 *ÅÒÅÍÉÁÈ "ÒÁÎÄÅÎÂÕÒÇȭÓ ÆÁÔÈÅÒȟ 7ÉÌÌÉÁÍ !ÓÂÕÒÙ "ÒÁÎÄÅÎÂÕÒÇȟ ÃÏÎÔÉÎÕÅÄ ÔÏ ÐÌÁÎÔ ÔÏÂÁÃÃÏ ÁÔ 
the Clagett-Brandenburg Farm (15/16)  until the 1930s, when price drops no longer justified the labor.  

                                                 
14

 Cavicchi [Kelly], op. cit., pages 5-6. 
15

 Barnett, op. cit., page 190. 
16

 MacMaster and Hiebert, op. cit., pages 13-14. 
17

 The Tax Assessment of 1783 was commissioned by the Maryland State Legislature to levy taxes on the counties to help 

defray Revolutionary War costs. The Assessment collected information about the soil and land, housing, farm improvements, 

slaves, demographics, and wealth.  See MSA S-1161 and Todd H. Barnett, op.cit, page 185, 189, 190. Barnett asserts that the 

tobacco houses were of log or frame, apparently based on the 1783 Assessment. However, there are no known frame tobacco 

houses in Montgomery County. 
18

 Ibid, pages 116. 
19

 Ibid. 
20

 MacMaster and Hiebert, op. cit., page 125. 
21

 T.H.S. Boyd, The History of Montgomery County Maryland (Westminster, Maryland: Heritage Books, Inc., 2001; 

originally published in Clarksburg, Maryland, 1879), pages 119 ï 144. 
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The area around Clarksburg, Damascus, and the Upper Patuxent became the CÏÕÎÔÙȭÓ ÌÁÓÔ ÓÔÒÏÎÇÈÏÌÄ ÆÏÒ 
tobacco. Tobacco was still planted there up until the 1980s by a few farmers, then production stopped.22 
Recently, two farmers in the Clarksburg area started planting small amounts of tobacco again.23  
 
4ÏÂÁÃÃÏȭÓ heyday has come to an end both in Maryland and Montgomery County. In 2001, the state offered 
Á ÂÕÙÏÕÔ ÔÏ -ÁÒÙÌÁÎÄȭÓ ÔÏÂÁÃÃÏ ÆÁÒÍÅÒÓ ÉÎ ÒÅÔÕÒÎ ÆÏÒ ÇÒÏ×ÅÒÓ ÁÇÒÅÅÉÎÇ ÎÅÖÅÒ ÔÏ ÐÌÁÎÔ ÔÏÂÁÃÃÏ ÁÇÁÉÎȢ Many 
farmers took the offer.24 In 2009, the General Assembly voted unanimously to abolish the State Tobacco 
Authority, which was established in the 1940s to conduct auctions at warehouses so that farmers could get 
the best prices for their tobacco crops. The last tobacco warehouse was in Hughesville, Maryland, and the 
last auction took place in 2006.25 Neither of the two remaining tobacco houses in the Upper Patuxent is in 
use today. &ÁÒÍ ÓÔÁÔÉÓÔÉÃÓ ÔÅÌÌ ÔÈÅ ÔÁÌÅ ÏÆ ÔÏÂÁÃÃÏȭÓ ÄÅÍÉÓÅ ÉÎ -ÏÎÔÇÏÍÅÒÙ #ÏÕÎÔÙȡ in 1850, the County 
produced 426,995 pounds of tobacco, in 1945, 70,112 pounds, and in 1997, none.26   
 
Diversified Grain Farming:  Montgomery #ÏÕÎÔÙȭÓ ÔÏÂÁÃÃÏ ÍÏÎÏÃÕÌÔÕÒÅ ÒÅÁÃÈÅÄ ÉÔÓ ÌÏ× ebb about 1830. 
In response, Quakers in Sandy Spring started experimenting with scientific farming methods and helped 
introduce new farming tools, techniques, and fertilizers. They also formed the first agricultural societies to 
help disseminate farming knowledge. 27  
 
Farmers of German and Scots-Irish descent started moving down from Pennsylvania and Frederick, 
bringing with them a more diversified and sustainable agriculture. Slowly wheat and grains began to 
replace tobacco as the predominant crops, and more fruit trees and livestock were introduced. Family-
operated farms replaced farms dependent on slave labor. Grist, cider, and saw mills were erected to serve 
the needs of the new farming community. By the early 1900s, large multi -purpose bank barns had become 
common features in the landscape.28  
 
Dairy Farming:  By the late 1800s, farming advances greatly increased the soil productivity of the #ÏÕÎÔÙȭÓ 
small farms. These advances included better crop rotation, deeper plowing, cheaper and more widespread 
use of fertilizers, and use of steam powered planting and harvesting machinery. Nevertheless, small 
farmers in Montgomery County and the Upper Patuxent faced increasing competition from large wheat and 
cattle producers in the American west. Local farmers lost their markets and were eventually paid not to 
grow wheat. Mills declined. In the 1920s, new advances allowed -ÏÎÔÇÏÍÅÒÙȭÓ ÓÍÁÌÌ ÆÁÒÍÅÒÓ ÔÏ ÍÏÖÅ ÉÎÔÏ 
dairy farming. These advances included road improvements, refrigerated trucks and railcars, and new 
building technologies that enabled the construction of economical and sanitary dairy facilities.29 The 
gambrel-roofed dairy barn with attached milkhouse became the newest barn to enter the landscape.  By 

                                                 
22

 Telephone conversation with Jeremy Criss, Montgomery County Department of Economic Development, Agricultural 

Services Division, June 24, 2009; telephone conversation with Douglas Tregoning, University of Maryland College of 

Agriculture and Natural Resources Maryland Cooperative Extension, July 1, 2009. 
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 Ibid.   
24
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25
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 United States Department of Agriculture National Agricultural Statistics Service, The Census of Agriculture: 1850, 1950, 
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1954, there were 306 dairy farms in the County.30  Dairy farming in the County declined thereafter, as 
herds were reduced by disease in the 1950s. Skyrocketing land values in the 1960s and a federal buyout of 
dairy farms in the 1980s also encouraged farmers to sell their land and herds and get out of dairy 
farming.31   
 
Current Farming Practices:  Today, Montgomery CountyȭÓ farming economy includes major crops of corn, 
wheat, hay, and soybeans.32 The equine industry plays an increasing role. Horse lessons, boarding, and 
training are provided at Ridgefield, the site of the Alfred Baker House (15/4) . One of the CÏÕÎÔÙȭÓ ÌÁÓÔ ÆÉÖÅ 
operating dairy farms may be found at the Colonel  Lyde Griffith Farm (15/27) , now known as Babble 
Brooke Farm. The Molesworth -Burdette Farm (15/5) , now known as Rock Hill Orchard, produces 
flowers, fruit, and vegetables and has a pick-your-own operation and farm market. The Captain Clagett-
Hilton Farm (1 5/9) , now known as Dusty Hill Farm, produces beef, hay, and straw. 
 

 
15/9 Captain Clagett-Hilton Farm, 28055 Ridge Road 
 
Upper Patuxent Settlement Patterns from the Mid -1700s to Mid -1950s  
Farming practices influenced settlement patterns. The 18th century settlement patterns of the Upper 
Patuxent reflect the predominance of tobacco, and 19th and 20th century settlement patterns, a diversified 
agricultural economy.  
 
18th Century Settlement Patterns:  In the second half of the 1700s, as patents were filed in the Upper 
Patuxent and land became available for purchase and rent, planters from southern Maryland slowly arrived 
to take up tobacco farming. Planters had been reluctant to take up this back country land because it was 
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31
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32
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hilly, remote, and had poor access to markets and tobacco inspection warehouses. Those who came lived 
hardscrabble lives. They farmed small tracts, lived in one or two-room log dwellings, and built most of their 
outbuildings of log as well. The few slaves they had also lived in simple log d×ÅÌÌÉÎÇÓ ÎÅÁÒ ÔÈÅ ÐÌÁÎÔÅÒȭÓ Ï×Î 
dwelling. Roads were primitive and few. Bridle paths, ridgelines, native trails, and rivers functioned as 
travel corridors as the road network developed. When roads were laid, they often ran along ridgelines. 
Dwelling houses were originally oriented toward rivers, reflecting their importance in daily life. This 
orientation continued through the Civil War. Farmsteads were isolated from one another.  
 
There are few buildings and structures left in the Upper Patuxent from the second half of the 1700s and 
few records of residents. Many residents were tenant farmers, and their leases were private matters 
between individuals, not recorded for posterity. Three of the earliest known farmers in the Upper Patuxent 
are William, Ezekiel, and Jacob Moxley, the three sons of Nehemiah Moxley of Elk Ridge (then in Anne 
Arundel County, now in Howard County).33 Nehemiah purchased part of Friendship for his sons in 1783. 
Friendship Farm (10/1)  on the west side of Kemptown Road at its junction with Ridge Road probably 
dates from that time and has been in the possession of William Moxley and his descendants for eight 
generations.  
 
19th and Early 20 th Century Settlement Patterns:   In the 19th and 20th centuries, as farming practices 
evolved to include grains and dairy farming and new industries were introduced, settlement patterns 
became more complex. New elements were added to the landscape. The settlement patterns of this era are 
strongly in evidence today. The various elements of the 19th and 20th century landscape and their siting are 
described in sections below.  
 
Industry  
Mills:  Mills, established along major waterways, acted as local landmarks and community gathering places, 
especially before villages or towns had developed. The earliest mill in the Upper Patuxent area was 
0ÉÇÍÁÎȭÓ -ÉÌÌ, which opened on the Patuxent River in the late 1790s. Later ËÎÏ×Î ÁÓ -ÁÒÓÈÂÅÒÇÅÒȭÓ -ÉÌÌ, it 
became a boundary point for the Cracklin District, a new election district laid out in 1821. Mullinix Mill 
(15/14) was built in the 1870s, probably on or near the same site. The operation included a grist mill, saw 
mill, and cider mill and served people from Laytonsville, Damascus, and Gaithersburg. Mullinix Mill Store 
(15/14) , which included a post office, was built nearby on Mullinix Mill Road and operated until the 1930s. 
Harold Mullinix , Sr. remembered that in the early 1900s, the store was busier than the shops in Damascus 
at Christmastime. The mill burned down in 1913 and the store in April 2000. The other known mill in the 
Upper Patuxent area was DuvÁÌȭÓ 3Á× ÁÎÄ 'ÒÉÓÔ -ÉÌÌȟ ÓÈÏ×Î ÏÎ ÔÈÅ ρψφυ -ÁÒÔÅÎÅÔ ÁÎÄ "ÏÎÄ -ÁÐȟ flanking 
both sides of the Patuxent River near the Colonel Lyde Griffith Farm (15/27) . Little is known about this 
mill  operation.  
 
Steam engines helped spell the end of mills. However, on the Fahrney Branch, a wormweed mill (10/4) was 
built in 1939 that used a steam engine. This mill was located on the John Moxley Farm (10/5) on 
Kemptown Road. This mill was still in use in 1978, but no longer stands. 
 
Blacksmiths:  As the road network developed through the 1800s and early 1900s, blacksmiths located 
themselves at key junctions to serve travelers. Early maps indicate there were blacksmith shops at Penn 
Shop Road and Ridge Road; Kemptown Road and Ridge Road in Clagettsville; in Damascus; and at 
Damascus Road and Laytonsville Road. Local tradition holds that the Hipsley-Hawkins property  at 24220 
Laytonsville Road included the blacksmith shop at this last junction (within the Etchison Historic District 
(15/29) ).   
 
Chrome Mining:  In the 1830s serpentine deposits were discovered around Etchison, and chrome mines 
were opened on the property of Colonel Lyde Griffith (15/27) . Chrome mines were eventually also 

                                                 
33

 Allie May Moxley Buxton, Nehemiah Moxley: His Clagettsville Sons and Their Descendants (BookCrafters: Chelsea, 

Michigan, 1989). 



opened on a confronting property on the south side of Damascus Road. 4ÈÉÓ ÅÐÉÓÏÄÅ ÉÎ 5ÐÐÅÒ 0ÁÔÕØÅÎÔȭÓ 
history is commemorated in the name of the nearby Chrome Mine Road.   
 
Communities   
Many Upper Patuxent communities grew around well-travelled intersections. Etchison (15/29) , once 
known as Ragtown, is a good example of a crossroads community. By the 1880s, Etchison had a blacksmith 
shop, church, one-room schoolhouse, stores, a post office in one of the stores, and residences. Clagettsville 
(15/8)  was a kinship community largely populated by Moxley and Easton families that developed around 
the Montgomery Methodist Protestant Chapel (15/8 -1) , a blacksmith shop, stores, one-room 
schoolhouse, and a post office. The histories of Clagettsville and Etchison are discussed in more detail later 
in this document.  The small community of Mullinix Mill developed around a mill and a store with a post 
office.  A community named Bootjack developed around a store of the same name at Long Corner Road and 
Damascus Road. This store no longer stands. Bootjack took its name from the shape of the intersection, 
which is triangular like the old-fashioned bootjacks used to help people remove their boots. Just outside the 
Upper Patuxent, in the settlement that became Damascus, James Whiffing had a dwelling, store, 

blacksmith shop, and stables on the site by 1814. 
 
Dwelling lots in these communities were carved from farmland that lined the street. Communities 
developed a linear form, with open farmland as the backdrop. Extensive kinship ties developed as family 
members lived side-by-side for generations, building new dwellings as needed in favored local styles of the 
time. Linear villages ÔÙÐÉÆÙ -ÏÎÔÇÏÍÅÒÙȭÓ ÕÐ-County rural communities. 
 

 
Linear village form, with surrounding farmland, Clagettsville  
(Pictometry, 2008) 
 
Friendship is another community within the Upper Patuxent. Located to the south of Clagettsville and 
centered near Holsey Road and Ridge Road, it exhibits the linear form described above. Named for 
Friendship Farm (10/1) to the north, it had its origins as a black community. One of its earliest dwellings, 
perhaps dating to the 1830s, is the Inez Zeigler McAbee House (15/116) on Holsey Road. Tradition holds 
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that this dwelling was built on land conveyed in 1835 to John Holsey, a black farmer, by Asbury Mullinix, 
once a major slaveholder on Long Corner Road. The Holseys and other African Americans who settled in 
the vicinity were known to be slaves on the Asbury Mullinix plantation (15/11). Friendship also includes 
Friendship Church (15/115) on Ridge Road, with graves dating to 1885.34 The community was once also 
known as Razorblade.  
 
Another African-American community was Moxleyville (10/2) , also known as Zeiglertown, located 
northwest of Clagettsville on the north side of Moxley Road. MoxleyvilleȭÓ log dwelling houses were built in 
a hollow off the road, at various angles to one another, on steeply sloped, obviously less preferable lots. 
These buildings no longer stand. Members of the Zeigler family were known to have lived live there, later 
moving to Friendship. Giles Easton and Miles Smith conveyed land to Dock and Sarah Zeigler in 1884. 
Moxleyville also may have been a community of freed slaves. 
 

  
Log House, Moxleyville (10/2) removed from the Locational Atlas 
 
Schools, Churches, and Stores  
Schools, churches, and stores occupied various types of sites. Schools and churches were prominently sited 
in the landscape. As noted, some one-room schoolhouses were located within crossroads communities, 
though not on the most prominent corner sites. Examples include the Ragtown School (later called Etchison 
ScÈÏÏÌɊ ÉÎ %ÔÃÈÉÓÏÎȟ ÁÎ ÕÎÎÁÍÅÄ ȰÃÏÌÏÒÅÄȱ ÓÃÈÏÏÌ ÉÎ %ÔÃÈÉÓÏÎ ×Èose exact location is unknown, and the 
Clagettsville School in Clagettsville. None of these schools remain. Some stood alone on whatever lots 
generous farmers would provide, often sited on hill crests for prominent visibility. Examples include the Mt. 
Lebanon School (15/117) , now a residence at the bend of Mullinix Mill Road. Mt. Radnor School stood 
slightly outside of Planning Area 15, south of Friendship and at the bend of Ridge Road where it intersects 
Gue Road, in Planning Area 11.  
 
Churches located at crossroads include Montgomery Chapel Methodist Protestant Church (15/8 -1)  and 
the Mt. Tabor Methodist Episcopal Church (15/29 -1) . Other churches were located on individual lots 
distant from town, often on a hill or at a visible spot. Examples include the Mt. Lebanon Methodist 
Protestant Church (15/20) , situated on a rise at a bend in Damascus Road, and the old Mt. Lebanon 
Methodist Episcopal Church, no longer standing, situated at a bend and on a rise on Mullinix Mill Road. The 
latter church was ÏÎÃÅ ËÎÏ×Î ÁÓ "ÅÎÔÏÎȭÓ #ÈÕÒÃÈ and was the earliest church in the Upper Patuxent, 
dating from 1822. "ÒÏ×ÎȭÓ #ÈÁÐÅÌȟ Á ÌÏg building dating from the 1840s that no longer stands, was situated 
at a ÂÅÎÄ ÉÎ ÒÏÁÄ ÏÎ "ÒÏ×ÎȭÓ #ÈÕÒÃÈ 2ÏÁÄȟ ÎÏ× ×ÉÔÈÉÎ 0ÁÔÕØÅÎÔ 3ÔÁÔÅ 0ÁÒËȢ   
 

                                                 
 



Stores were sometimes located at crossroads, such as in Etchison (15/29) , but often were simply sited 
along the road among residences. Two stores in Clagettsville (15/8)  along Kemptown Road are good 
examples: the Harvey Moxley Store at 28314 Kemptown Road and the Willie B. Moxley Store at 28416 
Kemptown Road. Both have now been converted to residences. 
 
In contrast to dwellings of the time, which were usually side-gabled, schools, stores, and churches in the 
Upper Patuxent usually exhibited a simple, one-and-a-half story front-gabled form through the 19th and 
early 20th centuries. Mt. Lebanon Church (15/20) , Mt. Lebanon School (15/117)  (now a residence), and 
the two stores on Kemptown Road mentioned above are examples. A front-gabled building at the corner of 
Ridge Road and Holsey Road may have been a store for the Friendship community. These front-gabled 
buildings were either log or frame. Log persisted as a building material into the early 19th century. "ÒÏ×ÎȭÓ 
#ÈÁÐÅÌ ɉÎÏ ÌÏÎÇÅÒ ÓÔÁÎÄÉÎÇɊ ÏÎ "ÒÏ×ÎȭÓ #ÈÕÒÃÈ 2ÏÁÄ ×ÁÓ Á ÇÏÏÄ ÅØÁÍÐÌÅ ÏÆ Á ÆÒÏÎÔ-gabled log building. Mt. 
Lebanon Methodist Episcopal Church, no longer standing, was a front-gabled log building covered by 
clapboard and eventually used as the first building for the Mt. Lebanon School.  
 

  
Mt. Lebanon Methodist Episcopal Church 
 
Cemeteries  
At first, farm families had family cemeteries within their properties, often marked by a grove of trees, and 
usually at some distance from the farmstead. Some family markers have been observed within open farm 
fields. It is unknown whether they were originally planted in open fields or the trees have died or been 
removed.  Grave markers sit in an open field at the John Moxley House (10/5) .  In the third quarter of the 
19th century, as new church buildings were erected to replace older log structures, land was provided for 
adjacent cemeteries. Cemetery associations affiliated with the churches maintained the cemeteries, 
ensuring better care of graves. A slave cemetery was known to exist at Friendship Farm (10/1)  in the 
woods to the rear of the house, separate from the Moxley family cemetery in an open field elsewhere on the 
farm. The graves in slave cemeteries were often unmarked or the markers were of wood and disintegrated 
over time.   
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Tombstones, John Moxley House (10/5) 
 
Farmsteads   
Farmstead layouts in the Upper Patuxent remained fairly uniform throughout the 19th and early 20th 
centuries, as discussed below. New types of agricultural buildi ngs were introduced as tobacco farming was 
supplemented by grain and livestock farming in the 19th and early 20th century and dairy farming in the 
second quarter of the 20th century. Farmsteads, i.e. the buildings and the immediately adjacent land, were 
often set far off the road where lot size allowed. Buildings and outbuildings were generally clustered within 
a three- to 10-acre area. The pre-Civil War dwelling house was oriented toward whatever stream crossed 
the property, no matter how far from the dwelling house. Post Civil War dwellings or additions to dwellings 
faced roads. Generally, the view of the dwelling house from the road was unimpeded by farm or domestic 
outbuildings. Trees often sheltered the dwelling house and domestic outbuildings. 
 
 



  
Molesworth-Burdette Farm (15/5)  
 
Domestic outbuildings such as dairy houses, smoke (or meat) houses, and summer kitchens were clustered 
near the dwelling house on the sides or rear, with their doors facing the dwelling house. This arrangement 
enabled easy surveillance. Chicken coops (poultry houses), woodsheds, and other miscellaneous small 
outbuildings were often clustered, usually farther from the dwelling house than the domestic outbuildings. 
Chicken coops had a variety of orientations, perhaps to create the best lighting and temperature conditions 
for the birds.  Few privies remain. The three observed were either freestanding or attached to poultry 
houses. The two privies attached at poultry houses were found at the Molesworth -Burdette Farm (15/5)  
and Basil  Warfield Farm (15/73) . The first was wood, the second terracotta. The freestanding privy was 
found the Walter and Ida Allnutt House at 6920 Damascus Road at in the Etchison Historic District 
(15/29)  and located behind the dwelling house at some distance. This privy was reputed to have come 
from the Etchison School. Spring houses usually were located on the edge of a stream or pond. If the farm 
had a windmill that could pump water from the spring to the spring house, the spring house was located 
close to and facing the dwelling house.  
 
 

        
Privy attached to chicken coop, 
Molesworth-Burdette Farm (15/5) 

Spring House, Friendship Farm (10/1) 
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Few tobacco barns remain on farmsteads in the Upper Patuxent, but known examples were or are located 
close to the main road, such as "ÒÏ×ÎȭÓ 4ÏÂÁÃÃÏ (ÏÕÓÅ ɉρυȾψɊ, no longer standing, on Ridge Road above 
Clagettsville. In the 1930s numerous tobacco houses were clustered around the intersection of Mullinix Mill 
Road and Long Corner Road. Tobacco barns were one of the few farm buildings not clustered near the 
dwelling house. A tobacco barn was usually a one-and-a-half story, gabled log structure with a steeply 
pitched roof, daubing and chinking between logs, a low rectangular entrance on one side, and multiple 
levels of interior cross poles on which to hang laths or spears of tobacco stalks. Fire was the most likely 
method of curing the tobacco leaves. Only a handful of tobacco barns remain in the County, and only two in 
the Upper Patuxent. The CÏÕÎÔÙȭÓ ÆÉÎÅÓÔ ÅØÁÍÐÌÅ ÉÓ ×ÉÔÈÉÎ ÔÈÅ 5ÐÐÅÒ 0ÁÔÕØÅÎÔȟ ÏÎ ÔÈÅ Clagett-
Brandenburg Farm (15/16 ), and is situated right on Mullinix Mill Road. 
 

 
Brandenburg Log Tobacco House (15/16) 
 
Bank barns were given pride of place on the farmstead. They were built on a monumental scale unknown 
before their introduction into the landscape and usually were prominently situated to the side of the house 
and within clear view of road. An example, no longer standing, was the bank barn at the Becraft Farm 
(15/6) . Bank barns became common features in the 19th century as grains and livestock replaced or 
supplemented tobacco. Built to be multi-purpose, bank barns had stables on the lower levels for livestock 
and threshing floors, granaries, and lofts for hay and grain on the upper levels. If possible, they were 
banked into hillsides to allow a wagon to enter the upper level via a ramp, or a ramp was built up to allow 
entry. Existing bank barns may be found on many of the surveyed resources in the Upper Patuxent, 
including Friendship Farm (10/1),  the Molesworth -Burdette Farm (15/5) , and the Shipley-Mullinix 
Farm (15/13).  Corncribs and dual corncrib/granaries usually sat within close proximity of the bank barns, 
as did carriage houses.  
 



 
Bank barn, Clagett-Brandenburg Farm (15/16) 
 
Dairy barns and associated milk houses were usually situated near bank barns. Dairy barns were built on 
level ground, with stables in the form of stanchions (posts) for dairy cattle on the ground floor and hay 
storage in the spacious loft above. These twentieth century barnsȭ large lofts under gambrel roofs were 
made possible by new self-supporting truss systems. They also featured concrete blocks, a new building 
material from the 1920s. Concrete block could be hosed down and cleaned more easily than the old wood 
barns, allowing farmers to meet improving sanitation requirements. Silos are often found near the barns. 
The Basil War field Farm (15/73)  shows this combination of bank barn, dairy barn, milk house and silo, as 
does the Warthan Day Farm (15/19) . Both farms have terracotta silos, which are unusual in the Upper 
Patuxent.  
 

      
Dairy barn, silos, bank barn, Basil Warfield Farm (15/73)                       Farm layout, (15/73) 
     
Tenant houses were often located at a distance from the dwelling house and farmstead. At the Shipley-
Mullinix Farm (15/13) , the tenant house is located near a stream several hundred feet away from the 
main dwelling, and at the Basil Warfield Farm (15/117)  the tenant house is on the far edge of the 
property , close to the road. 
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Tenant House, Shipley-Mullinix Farm, c 1970 (15/13)  (Mike Dwyer) 
 
Slave quarters were not observed, although the Slave Census of 1867 indicates that there were slaves living 
ÉÎ ÔÈÅ 5ÐÐÅÒ 0ÁÔÕØÅÎÔ ɉÅȢÇȢȟ ÏÎ #ÁÒÏÌÉÎÅ %ÔÃÈÉÓÏÎȭÓ ÆÁÒÍȟ ÎÏ× ËÎÏ×Î ÁÓ ÔÈÅ Sarah Brandenburg Farm 
(15/17) ). In the upper County, slave quarters were usually located near the main dwelling house, 
sometimes in separate dwellings but often in the lofts of summer kitchens and attached kitchen additions 
(e.g. at the Lewis-Otis Haines House (15/30) on Prices Distillery Road in Clarksburg). No evidence of these 
exists in the Upper Patuxent, possibly because by the Civil War, ÔÈÅ ÃÏÍÍÕÎÉÔÙȭÓ ÓÔÒÏÎÇ -ÅÔÈÏÄÉÓÔ ÒÏÏÔÓ 
made slavery less prevalent there.  
 
A few of the Upper Patuxent farmsteads with a comprehensive array of domestic and agricultural 
outbuildings include Friendship (10/1) , the Molesworth Burdette Farm (15/5) , the Basil Warfield 
Farm (15/117) , the Clagett-Brandenburg Farm and Tobacco House (15/16) , and the Sarah 
Brandenburg Farm (15/17) .  
 
Upper Patuxent Roads  
The road and bridge network in the Upper Patuxent developed in response to settlement pressures to the 
north and the south. To the north, the Germans, Scots-Irish, Swiss, and English, who in the 1730s settled in 
the Monocacy Valley near what became Frederick Town, started pushing east and south toward the back 
country areas around what became New Market and the heads of the Patuxent and Patapsco Rivers. To the 
south, Chesapeake tobacco planters pushed north and west across the Patuxent in the inexorable search for 
still fertile tobacco lands. By the time Frederick County was established in 1748, these settlers required 
better access to courthouses, ports, lawmakers, mills, and markets. Public roads slowly developed to 
connect Frederick Town, Annapolis, and Baltimore.   
 
The Monocacy-Annapolis Road: Records show that by 1739, an east-west road developed north of the 
Upper Patuxent. The road connected the area around Monocacy Ford (near the site of Frederick Town) to 
present-day Poplar Springs through places now known as McKaig, New London, and Mt. Airy. This road 



was one of the earliest east-west roads in what became Frederick County.35  Eventually known as the 
Monocacy-Annapolis Road, the road was south of present-day Old Baltimore Road.    
 
"ÕÃÅÙȭÓ 2ÏÁÄ or the Road from Frederick to Annapolis : In the Upper Patuxent area, proximity to the 
Monocacy-Annapolis Road and other developing east-west roads meant access to Frederick Town to the 
west, the site of the new county courthouse, and access to Baltimore and the Patapsco River landing to the 
east. Elk Ridge Landing was a port town near Baltimore established in the 1750s. Tobacco planters could 
roll their hogsheads (barrels) of tobacco onto newly constructed wharves and directly into ships destined 
for overseas locations, allowing access to overseas markets that favored the types of tobacco grown in 
Maryland. The roads used for rolling hogsheads to markets were known as rolling roads.  
 
Edward Busey, a carpenter, chose an advantageous site when he patented Ȱ"ÌÁÃË 7ÁÌÎÕÔ 0ÌÁÉÎÓȱ ÁÂÏÖÅ 
present-day Clagettsville. Records show that prior to the Revolutionary War, a road developed in that area 
that connected Frederick Town to Annapolis via the Upper Patuxent. This road branched south off the 
developing east-west roads to the north. A portion of the road connecting Frederick Town to Annapolis via 
the Upper Patuxent ÒÁÎ ÒÉÇÈÔ ÉÎ ÆÒÏÎÔ ÏÆ "ÕÓÅÙȭÓ ÐÒÏÐÅÒÔÙ ÁÎÄ ÉÓ ÃÕÒÒÅÎÔÌÙ ÒÅÆÅÒÒÅÄ ÔÏ ÁÓ +ÅÍÐÔÏ×Î 2ÏÁÄ 
(Route 80). #ÏÕÒÔ ÒÅÃÏÒÄÓ ÆÒÏÍ ρχφχ ÒÅÆÅÒ ÔÏ "ÕÃÅÙȭÓ 2ÏÁÄ36 and the name is repeated (under various 
spellings) in patent and deed records into the 1800s for properties near Kemptown Road. The road may 
have been named for Edward Busey, who for years was the only patent holder in this area. "ÕÃÅÙȭÓ 2ÏÁÄ ÉÓ 
one of the earliest roads in Montgomery County, and one of its most important. )Ô ÒÕÎÓ ÉÎ ÐÁÒÔ ÁÌÏÎÇ 0ÁÒÒȭÓ 
Ridge and the Southeast Ridge. 
 
Busey was one of the signers of a 1742 petition requesting that Governor Bladen create a new county 
ɉ&ÒÅÄÅÒÉÃËɊ ÆÒÏÍ ÔÈÅ ÕÐÐÅÒ ÒÅÁÃÈÅÓ ÏÆ 0ÒÉÎÃÅ 'ÅÏÒÇÅȭÓ #ÏÕÎÔÙȢ37 Busey patented Black Walnut Plains on 
October 27, 1748, a mere two months before the effective date of the act establishing Frederick County 
(December 10, 1748).38 When he speculatively resurveyed Black Walnut Plains in 1757 to include 1,420 
acres, he may have been ensuring control over the land where the nascent Frederick-Annapolis route was 
developing.   
 
In 1774, an Act of the Maryland Assembly identified the road from Frederick Town to Annapolis as one of 
eight principal market roads in Anne Arundel, Baltimore, and Frederick Counties that needed 
improvement. The road led from Annapolis to New Market, then through Monrovia, Kemptown, 
Clagettsville, Damascus, Etchison, Unity, and Sunshine to GrÅÅÎȭÓ "ÒÉÄÇÅ ÏÖÅÒ ÔÈÅ 0ÁÔÕØÅÎÔȟ following 
ÔÏÄÁÙȭÓ Kemptown Road (Route 80), Ridge Road (Route 27), Damascus Road (Route 108), New Hampshire 
!ÖÅÎÕÅ ɉ2ÏÕÔÅ φυπɊȟ ÁÎÄ 'ÒÅÅÎȭÓ "ÒÉÄÇÅ 2ÏÁÄ.39 'ÒÅÅÎȭÓ "ÒÉÄÇÅ ×ÁÓ ÏÎÅ ÏÆ Ô×Ï ÂÒÉÄÇÅÓ ÏÖÅÒ ÔÈÅ 0ÁÔÕØÅÎt 
authorized by the March 1749 court.40  

                                                 
35

 Grace L. Tracey and John P. Dern, Pioneers of Old Monocacy, The Early Settlement of Frederick County, Maryland 1721 

ï 1743 (Baltimore: Genealogical Publishing Co., Inc., 1987), page 228. 
36

 Jaynie W. Payne, ñHighlights of Early Damascus Area History, Old Quaker Road, Buffalo Road,ò in The Montgomery 

County Story (Montgomery County Historical Society: Vol. IX, No. 4, August 1966), page 6.  
37

 Maryland State Papers No. 1, The Black Books, 3:9 (Portfolio); para. 454 in the Calendar, as quoted in Tracey and Dern, 

op. cit., page 370. The petition signed by Edward Busey was dated October 16, 1742. 
38

 Further research is needed to determine if Edward Busey ever lived on Black Walnut Plains. As a carpenter, he may have 

hoped to obtain work building the road from Frederick to Annapolis that ran in front of his land. He may have had 

experience: Maryland court records indicate that at the June 1749 term, an ñEdward Bewsieò was authorized to build a bridge 

at Rock Creek, did so, and petitioned for more money because the bridge was longer than he expected, but his request was 

denied. See Scharf, Volume 1, page 437.  
39

 Payne, op. cit.,citing the State Road Commission Operating Report for the Fiscal Years 1957-58. 
40

 Richard Snowden III, also known as ñthe youngestò and the ñIronmasterò for his role in expanding the Snowden iron works 

in Prince Georgeôs County, petitioned for the construction of the two bridgesðone over Richard Greenôs Ford and the other 

over Peter Murphyôs Ford. They were the first two bridges over the Patuxent and their date indicates how early the 

connecting road network was developing. Snowden may have needed the bridges to transport hardwoods to fuel his 

ironworks. Though Greenôs Bridge is no longer in use, due to the construction of Triadelphia Dam, sections of it still flank 

the Patuxent River north of Brighton Dam Road. See Scharf, op.cit., page 437. 
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The 1774 Act appointed Henry Ridgely as one of the supervisors of the portion of the Frederick-Annapolis 
road that ran east from the Patuxent River. In 1760, he patented the land that Edward Busey had 
resurveyed in 1757 (calling it Friendship), and hence Ridgely had control over both the northern portions 
of the Frederick-Annapolis route in the Upper Patuxent and the southern portions in Anne Arundel. 
 
The road from Frederick Town to Annapolis appears to have been the only public road in the Upper 
Patuxent for many years. Quakers used it in the 1800s to travel from their settlements in Monrovia 
northwest to Quaker settlements in Anne Arundel and southeast to Annapolis. The road became known as 
the Quaker Road in the 1800s and later, the Old Quaker Road. Petitions were made in the 1820s to make it 
a toll road.  
 
Turnpikes and Railroads:  The east-west roads to the north of the Upper Patuxent saw heavy use and by 
the early 1800s had become rutted, flooded, and at times impassable. Increasingly frustrated, residents 
submitted petitions demanding road improvements. In 1804, the Maryland General Assembly authorized 
creation of a series of public turnpikes, including the Frederick-Baltimore Turnpike. By 1830, both the 
Frederick-"ÁÌÔÉÍÏÒÅ 4ÕÒÎÐÉËÅ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÅ "Ǫ/ 2ÁÉÌÒÏÁÄ ÒÁÎ ÔÈÒÏÕÇÈ -ÔȢ !ÉÒÙȟ Á ÎÅ× ÓÅÔÔÌÅÍÅÎÔ ÏÎ 0ÁÒÒȭÓ 
Ridge. The Frederick-Baltimore Turnpike, via other new state turnpikes, ultimately connected to the 
National Road from Cumberland to Ohio. The B&O Railroad also ultimately ran to Ohio. Both these routes, 
located north of the Upper Patuxent area, ×ÅÒÅ ÃÏÎÓÔÒÕÃÔÅÄ ÔÏ ÅÎÈÁÎÃÅ "ÁÌÔÉÍÏÒÅȭÓ ÖÉÁÂÉÌÉÔÙ ÁÓ Á ÐÏÒÔ ÆÏÒ 
goods from !ÍÅÒÉÃÁȭÓ ÉÎÔÅÒÉÏÒȢ 4ÈÅ .ÁÔÉÏÎÁÌ 2ÏÁÄ ×ÁÓ ÔÈÅ ÎÁÔÉÏÎȭÓ ÆÉÒÓÔ ÆÅÄÅÒÁÌ ÈÉÇÈ×ÁÙ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÅ ÆÉÒÓÔ ÒÏÁÄ 
to use the new MacAdam surfacing.  
 
Secondary Roads: Secondary roads were established in the Upper Patuxent as population and economy 
grew and residents required access to new turnpikes and railroads.  
 
The Buffalo Road (1829) (Upper Ridge Road) was part of a proposed federal route linking Buffalo, New 
York to New Orleans via Washington D.C.41 The federal government never built the route, but Maryland 
built its portion. )Î -ÁÒÙÌÁÎÄȟ ÔÈÅ "ÕÆÆÁÌÏ 2ÏÁÄ ÒÁÎ ÎÏÒÔÈ ÆÒÏÍ ÔÈÅ ÊÕÎÃÔÉÏÎ ÏÆ ÔÏÄÁÙȭÓ +ÅÍÐÔÏ×Î 2ÏÁÄ 
(Route 80) and Ridge Road (Route 27) in Clagettsville, then along the upper portion of ÔÏÄÁÙȭÓ Ridge Road 
(Route 27) in the Upper Patuxent, through Mt. Airy, and on to Westminster in Carroll County. The Buffalo 
Road became an important north-ÓÏÕÔÈ ÒÏÁÄ ×ÉÔÈÉÎ -ÁÒÙÌÁÎÄȟ ÃÏÎÎÅÃÔÉÎÇ ÆÁÒÍÅÒÓ ÁÎÄ ÍÉÌÌÓ ÔÏ -ÔȢ !ÉÒÙȭÓ 
new railroad depot and turnpike. Today, a portion of the road dividing Frederick and Carroll County north 
of Mt. Airy is still called the Buffalo Road.  
 
Long Corner Road (1834) connected Damascus Road to Mt. Airy and the B&O Railroad terminus through 
ÔÏÄÁÙȭÓ Mullinix Mill area and Howard County (then Anne Arundel County).42  
 
The western portion of Mullinix Mill  Road (1847) provided access from Mt. Lebanon Methodist Episcopal 
Church (15/117).43 Church-going petitioners complained that carriages could not pass on the narrow lane 
that then existed. The eastern portion of Mullinix Mill Road (1869) was authorized to allow ȰÆÒÅÅ ÁÃÃÅÓÓ 
from one county to another, access to mills on the Patuxent River now building, and to allow church 
ÁÔÔÅÎÄÁÎÃÅ ×ÉÔÈÏÕÔ ÉÎÃÏÎÖÅÎÉÅÎÃÅȢȱ44  
 

                                                 
41

 Payne, op. cit., page 8. 
42

 Road Plat and Certificate, BS6/542, Montgomery County Land Records, at www.MdLandRec.net. 
43

 Road Plat and Certificate, STS 3/221, Montgomery County Land Records, at www.MdLandRec.net. 
44

 Road Plat and Certificate, EBP 6/629, Montgomery County Land Records, at www.MdLandRec.net. 
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Mullinix Mill Road (west) at its junction with Damascus Road, showing Mt. Lebanon Meeting House 
Road Plat and Certificate, STS 3/221-223, November 13, 1847, at www.MdLandRec.net. 
 
Halterman Road (shown on the 1865 Martenet and Bond map) allowed access to DuvalÌȭÓ 3Á× ÁÎÄ 'ÒÉÓÔ 
Mill. 2ÉÃËÁÒÄȭÓ &ÏÒÄ 2ÏÁÄȟ ÎÏ× ËÎÏ×n as Hipsley Mill Road (1870), ×ÁÓ ÂÕÉÌÔ ÂÅÃÁÕÓÅ ÐÅÔÉÔÉÏÎÅÒÓ ÈÁÄ ȰÎÏ 
ÍÅÁÎÓ ÏÆ ÇÅÔÔÉÎÇ ÔÏ ÏÒ ÆÒÏÍ 7ÁÒÆÉÅÌÄȭÓ -ÉÌÌ ɍËÎÏ×Î ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ρψψπÓ ÁÓ (ÉÐÓÌÅÙ -ÉÌÌɎ ÉÎ (Ï×ÁÒÄ #ÏÕÎÔÙ ÅØÃÅÐÔ 
ÏÖÅÒ Á ÖÅÒÙ ÈÉÌÌÙ ÐÒÉÖÁÔÅ ÒÏÁÄȢȱ45   
 
Annapolis Rock Road was one of the last roads built, authorized in 1927. 
 
The portion of Ridge Road (Route 27) from Damascus to Frederick Road (Route 355) was not authorized 
until 1865, and thus for many years, the Upper Patuxent had less access to the Montgomery County seat of 
government in Rockville than it did to Frederick Town, Annapolis, and Baltimore. Upper Patuxent tobacco 
was shipped via railroad to Baltimore rather than to Georgetown. 
 
Road Improvements: $ÅÓÐÉÔÅ ÔÈÅ 5ÐÐÅÒ 0ÁÔÕØÅÎÔȭÓ ÐÒÏØÉÍÉÔÙ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ "Ǫ/ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÅ .ÁÔÉÏÎÁÌ 4ÕÒÎÐÉËÅȟ Á 
1912 survey noted that the Damascus region had very poor, unpaved, hilly roads and the worst access in 
the County to markets. 46 In 1914, the State started a program to connect counties with the port city of 
Baltimore. The program could not pave roads in incorporated towns. The incorporation of Damascus was 
dissolved to make way for the paving of Ridge Road (Route 27). This road connected to the National 
Turnpike, which led to Baltimore. It was the first paved road connecting Washington and Frederick. 
 
Construction of paved roads had a great impact on local residents. Motie Cuthbertson, a former owner of 
Four Counties Farm at 0ÁÒÒȭÓ 3ÐÒÉÎÇ ɉρυȾρɊ, now deceased, remembered:  
 

)Î ρωρπȟ ȭρρȟ ȭρςȟ Á ÂÌÁÃËÔÏÐ ÒÏÁÄ ×ÁÓ ÐÕÔ ÉÎ ÆÒÏÍ $ÁÍÁÓÃÕÓ ÏÕÔ ÐÁÓÔ ÔÈÅ ÈÏÕÓÅ ɍÎÏ× 2ÏÕÔÅ 
27/Ri dge Road, once the Old Buffalo Road]. The water they used to put the road in was 
ÐÕÍÐÅÄ ÆÒÏÍ 0ÁÒÒȭÓ 3ÐÒÉÎÇ ÂÙ Á ÇÁÓÏÌÉÎÅ ÅÎÇÉÎÅȢ The road was built by immigrant labor, 

                                                 
45

 Road Plat and Certificate, EBP 7/493, Montgomery County Land Records, at www.MdLandRec.net. 
46

 A Rural Survey in Maryland, Department of Church and County Life of Board of Home Missionaries of the Presbyterian 

Church in the USA, Warren H. Wilson, Superintendent, 1912. 
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mostly Phillippinos and Italians. My father permitted the builders to put up shacks in the 
×ÏÏÄÓ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅ ÅÍÐÌÏÙÅÅÓȣ "ÅÆÏÒÅ $ÁÍÁÓÃÕÓ ÐÕÔ ÉÎ the blacktop in the early 1900s, it was 
just a mudhole. There was a wooden boardwalk instead of a sidewalk. As soon as roads 
were completed from the District of Columbia, people who worked in the government came 
out to live because Damascus was so well-ÌÉËÅȣ7Å ÇÏÔ ÅÌÅÃÔÒÉÃÉÔÙ ÁÂÏÕÔ ρωρσ ÏÒ ȭρτȢ The 
poles that run the wires from Damascus to Mt. Airy were taken off this farm.47 
 

Once roads were paved, access to markets improved. In the mid 1920s, Damascus Road was paved. Dairy 
farms developed in the Upper Patuxent in the 1920s and 1930s because milk could be shipped in a timely 
manner by refrigerated truck on improved roads. In 1932, local Clagettsville farm women, along with 
others, started the Montgomery Farm 7ÏÍÅÎȭÓ #ÏÏÐÅÒÁÔÉÖÅ ÁÎÄ ÈÁÖÅ ÂÅÅÎ ÄÒÉÖÉÎÇ ÔÈÅÉÒ ÐÒÏÄÕÃÅ ÁÎÄ 
goods to this historically-designated market in down-County Bethesda ever since. Damascus, just outside of 
the Upper Patuxent, thrived. 
 
7ÉÔÈÉÎ ÆÏÕÒ ÙÅÁÒÓ ÏÆ (ÅÎÒÙ &ÏÒÄȭÓ ÉÎÔÒÏÄÕÃÔÉÏÎ ÏÆ ÈÉÓ -ÏÄÅl T in 1908, there were one million registered 
cars in the country. By 1930, one in every five County residents owned a car. By around 1920, Hamilton 
Deets Warfield opened a service station in Clagettsville and soon expanded it to become the areaȭÓ ÆÉÒÓÔ 
Chevrolet dealership. He later moved it to Damascus and owned it for 56 years. Damascus Chevrolet still 
exists.48  
 
Farmers continued to use horse-drawn wagons until about 1920, when motor trucks were generally 
available. When Mt. Lebanon School (15/117)  was closed in 1934, J.H. Mullinix used a horse-drawn 
wagon as a school bus to bring children along Mullinix Mill Road to Damascus Road, where they waited for 
the school bus to bring them to the new school in Damascus. It was a commercial route: he charged the 
children a fee. Jeremiah Brandenburg remembers riding on the horse-drawn wagon, which was restored in 
the 1980s and is featured in many Damascus area celebrations.  
 
Methodism  
Methodism was a strong cultural and religious influence in the Upper Patuxent in the 19th and early 20th 
centuries. The only known churches from this era were Methodist Protestant or Methodist Episcopal 
churches.  
 
The Upper PatuxentȭÓ -ÅÔÈÏÄÉÓÔ ÃÈÁÒÁÃÔÅÒ ÍÁÙ ÂÅ ÅØÐÌÁÉÎÅÄ ÂÙ ÉÔÓ proximity to New Windsor and 
Baltimore, key sites in the establishment of Methodism in America. John Wesley, an English clergyman, 
helped establish a revival movement within the Church of England in the mid 1700s that stressed 
methodical and disciplined cultivation of the Christian life49. Robert Strawbridge, an Irish immigrant to 
Maryland, established the first Methodist class in America in 1760 in his home near New Windsor in Carroll 
County (then Frederick).50 3ÔÒÁ×ÂÒÉÄÇÅȭÓ ÈÏÍÅ ×ÁÓ ÏÎÌÙ ÁÂÏÕÔ Ô×ÅÌÖÅ ÍÉÌÅÓ ÎÏÒÔÈ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ 5ÐÐÅÒ 0ÁÔÕØÅÎÔȢ 
Strawbridge traveled and preached widely, and was influential in establishing Methodism in Maryland and 
Virginia. By 1764, he had established near his home a log meeting house, which may be the first Methodist 
church in America. The meeting house was located near Route 407 (Marston Road) on a private farm near 
ÔÈÅ ÊÕÎÃÔÉÏÎ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ 0ÉÐÅ #ÒÅÅË ÁÎÄ 3ÁÍȭÓ #ÒÅÅË ÔÒÉÂÕÔÁÒÉÅÓȢ51  
 
Baltimore witnessed the births of both the Methodist Episcopal Church in 1784, with the Reverend Francis 
Asbury as its superintendent and bishop, and the Methodist Protestant Church in 1828. The Methodist 
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Protestant Church was established after the Methodist Episcopal Church expelled many of its members, 
including a contingent from Maryland of thirteen clergy and twenty-two laity, who sought democratic 
reforms of church governance.52   
 
One of the first Methodist Protestant churches in the vicinity of the Upper Patuxent area was the 
Providence Methodist Protestant Church, in Kemptown , which is in Frederick County just over county line. 
The church was established in 1836 by many individuals living in the Upper Patuxent area. One of its 
members, Alfred Baker, became a Methodist Protestant minister and circuit rider by 1841. For over 40 
years, he travelled to preach the gospel while his wife, Louisa Moxley, stayed home to run their farm in the 
Upper Patuxent. The wives of circuit riders were known as circuit widows because of the long periods they 
were separated from their husbands, and they relied on their kin to help farm. The Alfred Baker House 
(15/4) is located on Kemptown Road, adjoining a parcel to the southeast that that was once part of his 
farm. This parcel comes off the old Black Walnut Plains, the earliest land patent in the Clagettsville area. 
There are no other known farm dwelling houses of Methodist circuit ministers in Montgomery County. 
 
Methodist churches in the Upper Patuxent in the 19th and early 20th ÃÅÎÔÕÒÉÅÓ ÉÎÃÌÕÄÅÄ "ÅÎÔÏÎȭÓ #ÈÕÒÃÈ 
(1822) on Mullinix Mill Road, later known as the Mt. Lebanon Methodist Episcopal Church  (now 
demolished, on the site of 15/117) , forerunner of the Damascus Methodist Episcopal Church (now 
$ÁÍÁÓÃÕÓ 5ÎÉÔÅÄ -ÅÔÈÏÄÉÓÔɊȠ "ÒÏ×ÎȭÓ #ÈÁÐÅÌ ɉÎÏÎ-denominational when started in the 1846 but 
Methodist Protestant by 1860, no longer standing); Montgomery Methodist Protestant Chapel  
(15/8 -1)(original building 1871, replacement 1901Ɋȟ ÔÈÅ ÓÕÃÃÅÓÓÏÒ ÃÈÕÒÃÈ ÔÏ "ÒÏ×ÎȭÓ #ÈÁÐÅÌȠ Mt. Tabor 
Methodist Episcopal Church  (15/29 -1)  (original building 1881, new 1914, both still standing); 
Friendship Church (15/115) (original late 1800s, replacement 1901), an African-American congregation; 
and Mt. Lebanon Methodist Protestant Church ( 15/8 -1) (1901). Just to the north of the Upper Patuxent 
was Providence Methodist Protestant Church (1836), in Kemptown in Frederick. Just to the east of the 
Upper Patuxent on Long Corner Road in Howard County was Howard Chapel Methodist Protestant Church 
(original 1860s-1870s, replacement 1884), which split ÆÒÏÍ "ÒÏ×ÎȭÓ #ÈÁÐÅÌ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ρψφπs, and which many 
residents of the Mullinix Mill/Long Corner area attended. The reason for their separation was unknown, 
but perhaps it was over disagreements about slavery. The 1867-1868 Slave Census for Montgomery County 
shows more slaveholding in the Long Corner area than in the Clagettsville area as of November 1, 1864.53  
 
Architecture  
Architecture in the Upper Patuxent shows both Germanic and English Tidewater influences. 2ÅÓÉÄÅÎÔÓȭ 
long-standing preference for log tobacco houses may show the sway of log-building traditions introduced 
to the colonies by German and Swedish settlers in Pennsylvania and Delaware, who moved to the 
Monocacy Valley in the 1730s. Banked architecture, including bank barns and houses banked into hillsides 
with two -story front porches are German building types, as are houses built with two front doors. 
Dwellings with overshot roofs, such as the Etchison-Warfield House (14/3), are a Tidewater tradition.  
 
Architecture for most of the 19th century in the Upper Patuxent was local and vernacular. Houses were built 
by carpenters, not by architects designing according to the formal rules and principles of national styles.  
Not until the late 19th and early 20th century did Upper Patuxent residents start to show awareness of 
national building trends, and even then, many preferred traditional local styles. The vernacular preferences 
of 19th century Upper Patuxent residents may be seen in the popular dwelling house types of the time, 
shown below.  
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The Log House, typically one-story with one or two rooms, or two stories with one room over one room. 
Log dwellings often were eventually covered in clapboard and adjoined by wings, which at times obscured 
the original log section. The Etchison-Warfield Log House (14/3 ), opposite the Basil Warfield Farm 
(15/73) , is a fine example of a Tidewater-influenced log house, with a front roof extension. 
 

  
14/3 Etchison-Warfield House, 8200 Damascus Road (M-NCPPC, 1972) 
 
The Side-Gabled House, a two-story, frame dwelling with side-gabled roof, typically three bays wide. The 
center door is typically surmounted by a full -width, one-story shed roof. These dwellings first started 
appearing in the first quarter of the 19th century and are a persistent building form in the Upper Patuxent, 
seen into the early 19th century. Cornice returns on the gable ends are a characteristic Greek-Revival 
inspired detail. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 15/13 Shipley-Mullinix House, 27001 Long Corner Road 
 
The Two-Door House, a two-story dwelling with two center doors on the front façade and either three or 
four bays on the second floor. It may have either end chimneys or a single centered chimney. This is a 
German-inspired vernacular style, seen in greater concentration in Clagettsville and the Mullinix Mill area 
than anywhere else in the County. Sometimes known as the Pennsylvania Farmhouse, it was brought by 
German settlers moving south to Frederick and Montgomery County. 
 



 
15/73 Basil Warfield Tenant House, 8201 Damascus Road 
 
The Center Cross-Gabled House, a two-story dwelling characterized by a center gable or large dormer 
containing a Gothic Revival-inspired lancet or pointed arched window. This is the most common of all 
historic house types in the up-County and has several variants. It may be three or five bays wide, with or 
without a rear ell with sleeping porches, and with or without Queen Anne details such as patterned 
shingles, cut-away bays, and towers. 
 

 
15/29 Etchison Historic District, William and Pearl Moore House, three bays wide 
24221 Laytonsville Road 
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15/29 Etchison-Hawkins House, 7004 Damascus Road, five bays wide 
 
 

 
15/5 Molesworth-Burdette House,28600 Ridge Road, with two-story rear porch (now partially enclosed)  

 
 
 

Three bays wide Three bays wide Three bays wide 


