Architectural History and Resources

CHAPTER 2:
ARCHITECTURAL HISTORY AND RESOURCES
BUILDING TRADITIONS AND
SETTLEMENT PATTERNS

The information presented in this chapter is adapted from
the book Places from the Past: The Tradition in Gardez Bien in
Montgomery County, Maryland by Clare Lise Cavicchi.
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Introduction

Montgomery County has a rich architectural legacy
spanning over 250 years. Its abundant character stems
in large part from the dual nature of this border county
located in a border state. Building traditions and settlement
patterns in the county are southern and northern, British
and German, rural and metropolitan. Early settlers were
English and Scottish tobacco planters who migrated from
the Chesapeake and established staple crop plantations
dependent on slave labor. Soon after came farmers from
heavily Germanic areas of Pennsylvania and northern
Maryland, establishing family operated wheat farms.

“Montgomery, in fact, was particularly fortunate in
the composition of her early population, which was a
harmonious blending of the English colonists of wealth
and inﬂuence and of those energetic German and
Scotch-Irish settlers from the North who carved their
fortunes with their hands.”

J. Thomas Scharf, History of Western Maryland, 1882

After the nation’s capital was carved in part from
Montgomery County land in 1791, a metropolitan force
began to shape a new duality in the previously rural
landscape. Wealthy Washingtonians, including high-level
government ofﬁcials, established country estates in the
county by the early 19th century. Later in the century,
railroad and streetcar lines radiating from the city brought
new communities populated by middle-class white-collar
workers, many of whom hailed from the north.
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Early Settlements

Montgomery County was a crossroads for many native
peoples. From the north came Iroquoian-speaking
Senecas and Susquehannocks, while Algonkian speakers
traveled from the east and west. These indigenous peoples
developed hunting trails and transportation routes in and
through the County, which formed the basis for later
development.

Late Archaic, Savannah River-like blade from the Takoma Park area,
3000-1000 BC. (Thomas Wilson collector)

The earliest native sites are related to those LatePleistocene Paleoindians whose twelve-thousand-year-old
seasonal hunting and gathering camps are found along
the major stream valleys. About 8,000 years ago, these
were replaced by the Archaic peoples. Hunting smaller
game, this culture endured until about 1000 BC. The ﬁrst
permanent indigenous settlement to be documented in
the State of Maryland was the Walker Prehistoric Village,
located in the Potomac River ﬂoodplain. People inhabited
the Walker Village during the Late Woodland Period
from about 1200 to 1500 AD. By this time, ﬂoodplain
agriculture was widely practiced. The Walker Village is
associated with the Montgomery Focus, the name given
to the Late Woodland culture believed to be ancestral to
later, local Algonkian speakers.
The ﬁrst European to map the area was Captain John
Smith. By the time he traveled up the Potomac River
to Little Falls in 1608, several major Indian trails were
in use in the county. Native trails established the basic
framework for Montgomery County’s road system. A
major north-south trade route became the FrederickRockville-Georgetown Road, present day Rt. 355.1
The earliest European villages in the area were
Georgetown, platted in 1751, and Frederick, 1745.
English planters and their tobacco culture dominated
Georgetown, while Germans who had migrated south
from Pennsylvania populated Frederick. The entire
region was one county in this era: from 1748 to 1776,
present-day Montgomery County included the southern
part of present day Frederick County. The GeorgetownFrederick Road connecting these two major communities
bisects the county, which became fertile ground for the
joining of cultures. As evidenced in its architecture and
communities, Montgomery County represents the mix of
predominantly English and German traditions.2

James Sorenson, “Prehistoric People in Your Backyard,” Montgomery Gazette Magazine, 5-9-1997, C-20. Other early roads with
native origins were River Road, which parallels the Potomac River, and Ridge Road, leading from Parr’s Spring and points north
to the mouth of Seneca Creek.
2
Robert Brugger, Maryland: A Middle Temperament, 1634-1980, Baltimore, Md: The Johns Hopkins University Press, 1988 p69.
Montgomery County, originally the lower portion of Frederick County, was created in 1776. Georgetown was carved out of
the county when the District of Columbia was established in 1791.
1
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Tobacco Plantations and Chesapeake Bay
Traditions

The ﬁrst European settlers in the county were tobacco
planters who came from the Chesapeake Region in
the 1710s. They established tobacco plantations along
waterways. Although land patents had been granted
beginning in the 1680s, most were held by early speculators
who did not live in Montgomery County.
Tobacco was the only cash crop of the Maryland colony.
In 1790, Maryland planters raised about one-fourth of
all tobacco exported from the United States. The rough
landscape of forests, rock, and thin soils prevented county
planters from establishing the large-scale plantations
found in the Chesapeake region. Montgomery County
tobacco farms were typically 100 - 200 acres. Nonetheless,
county farmers produced one-fifth of the tobacco
exported from Maryland. Tobacco remained the staple
crop into the 1790s, after which wheat farming became
more prevalent.
Tobacco determined the shape of early settlement
in the county. Tobacco farms were remotely located
along waterways. Despite legislation to promote the
development of towns beginning in 1668, few towns
were established over the following half-century. Towns
and villages would not exist in Montgomery County until
the late 18th century. Planters relied on churches, taverns,
and mills for social contact. Charles Hungerford opened
a tavern at the intersection of the roads to Bladensburg
and Georgetown, and a community soon grew. The
settlement, later known as Rockville, was selected for
the county seat in 1776 and subdivided by William P.
Williams in 1786.
Speculators rented their land out to tenant farmers. In
1783, sixty-three percent of household heads in the
county were tenants on land owned by others. These
farmers lived in modest houses, typically 11⁄2-story
dwellings with side gable roofs and one to two rooms
on each ﬂoor. These houses are characteristic of the
Tidewater area from the late 17th century through the
18th century. Local examples were most often built of
log. The English built gambrel roof houses in the late
18th century in the Chesapeake.

One of the last standing tobacco houses in Montgomery County. Located
on the Brandenburg Farm, the structure was built in the mid-1800s.
(Damascus, MD)

Rare among the English planters in the county were those
who resided on their property and had the means to
construct more permanent residences. A prime example
of an English inﬂuenced estate is Hayes Manor, the
country residence of parish curate Alexander Williamson,
designed in English Georgian style with grounds outﬁtted
with boxwood gardens and a bowling green. Another
English-inﬂuenced landscape feature from the late 18th
century through the 19th century was the tiered design
known as a waterfall garden. Settlers of Scottish ancestry
built a signiﬁcant number of early houses in the county,
many of which are stone, a traditional construction
material in Scotland.
Tobacco houses were the most common outbuildings in
Montgomery County through the 18th century. Farmers
built these barns of log or frame with interior cross
poles used for curing the tobacco leaves. Today, tobacco
houses are rare. Farmers in the northeastern-most part
of Montgomery County continued to grow tobacco into
the late 20th century, raising and curing the leaves using
Colonial-era techniques.3

Barnett, “Tobacco, Planters, Tenants, and Slaves”, p189. The term tobacco house was traditionally used to describe this type of
outbuilding. The sufﬁx “house” described many building types, such as springhouse, smokehouse and meeting house. Carl R.
Lounsbury. An Illustrated Glossary of Early Southern Architecture and Landscape. New York: Oxford University Press, 1994.

3
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Wheat Farming and Mid-Atlantic Building
Traditions

The King Farm bank barn. (Damascus, MD)

The character of the landscape began to change
dramatically as grain-producing farming began to
replace tobacco plantations. By the late 18th century,
Montgomery County population was changing. A wave
of migrants from Pennsylvania traveled south in search
of less densely settled, cheaper land and many settled in
Montgomery County. In contrast to tobacco planters,
who were dependent on slave labor and one staple crop,
Mid-Atlantic farmers introduced Germanic-inﬂuenced
farming practices. These new settlers established familyoperated farms with diversiﬁed crops and livestock, and
large multi-purpose barns.
The development of the Frederick area directly affected
Montgomery County. When developer Daniel Dulany laid
out the town of Frederick in 1745, he offered low-priced
land to Germans, Swiss-Germans, and Scotch-Irish. The
area became the fastest growing in Maryland, and by 1750
Frederick was the largest town in the state. Succeeding
generations of millers, blacksmiths, farmers, and
merchants from Frederick County moved to Montgomery
County, joining migrants from Pennsylvania who had
already settled there.
Migrants from the north brought new building types
and settlement patterns that had a dramatic impact on
Montgomery County’s landscape. Large barns designed
to hold diverse livestock, hay, and grain overshadowed
dwellings. Residents built houses and outbuildings into
hillsides. Northerners platted villages that provided
commercial services to support farmers.
Hillside siting is a distinguishing characteristic of
Germanic architecture. Most notable of these structures,
because of its size and easily recognizable form, is the
“bank barn.” These large barns were built into a hillside
with the lower stable located downhill and upper loft
area on the uphill area. A central ramp enabled farmers
to drive wagons into the loft to unload hay. The multipurpose structures could hold a variety of livestock in
the basement stable; on the upper level, farmers could
process and store grains, hay, and straw. Approximately
130 bank barns, dating from the 1820s to the 1890s, have
been identiﬁed in Montgomery County. These barns are
located mainly along the Monocacy and upper Patuxent
Rivers. Local residents called bank barns “Switzer barns,”
a reference to their Swiss-German origins.
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In addition to barns, houses and other structures were
often built into hillsides, reﬂecting Mid-Atlantic building
traditions. Typical were side-gable 2 1⁄2-story structures
with an exposed basement that, in houses, often contained
a kitchen. Another Germanic house type, known as
the Pennsylvania Farmhouse, is well represented in
Montgomery County. These dwellings have two adjacent
front doors usually centered on the front facade and found
primarily on houses without a central hallway. Doors
allowed direct access to a public meeting room and a
private family room.
Pennsylvania inﬂuence may also be seen in several of
the county’s early communities, such as Clarksburg and
Hyattstown, both of which were platted in the 1790s. A
linear town plan known as the Pennsylvania Town extends
into villages in Maryland’s piedmont region. In contrast
to English-influenced gridiron plans or crossroads
communities, the Pennsylvania plan is concentrated
on one main road. Densely concentrated buildings are
constructed close to the road with alleys located in back.
Houses and businesses are interspersed, and churches
generally have peripheral sites.

The Mullineaux family harvesting wheat in 1919 at the Becraft Farm.
(Clagettsville, MD)

With the wave of people from the Mid-Atlantic region
came a shift from tobacco farming to grain farming.
The increase in wheat production through the early
19th century coincides with construction of bank barns
and gristmills. By 1783, there were about 25 mills in the
county. By about 1810, there were 50 mills, of which
some 38 were merchant and gristmills. Wheat continued
to be a principal crop into the 20th century. More wheat
was grown in central Maryland than anywhere else in the
United States, outside of Kansas and South Dakota.
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African-Americans Before the Civil War

Though local tobacco plantations were small in scale
compared to the large estates of the Deep South, they
relied nonetheless on slave labor. In 1790, slaves were
one-third the entire population in Montgomery County.
Josiah Henson, a slave in Montgomery County at the turn
of the 19th century, described living conditions:

Most slave quarters in Montgomery County were log structures but
surviving buildings are largely of stone construction. The front structure is
a slave quarter while the rear structure is a brick smokehouse. (Poolesville,
MD)

“We lodged in log huts, and on the bare ground.
Wooden ﬂoors were an unknown luxury. In a single
room were huddled, like cattle, ten or a dozen
persons, men, women, and children. All ideas of
reﬁnement and decency were, of course, out of the
question. We had neither bedsteads, nor furniture of
any description. Our beds were collections of straw
and old rags, thrown down in the corners and boxed
in with boards; a single blanket the only covering.
The wind whistled and the rain and snow blew in
through the cracks, and the damp earth soaked in the
moisture till the ﬂoor was miry as a pigsty. Such were
our houses. In these wretched hovels were we penned
at night, and fed by day; here were the children born
and the sick—neglected.” 4
Henson’s memoirs inspired Harriet Beecher Stowe to
write Uncle Tom’s Cabin.
Members of Quaker and German communities opposed
slavery. The Quaker community of Sandy Spring was
home to the ﬁrst freed slaves in the county. In the 1770s,
Sandy Spring Quakers freed blacks and conveyed land for
a church and dwellings. In the western county, early free
black settlements included Big Woods (1813) and Mount
Ephraim (1814).
Vast numbers of fugitive slaves passed through
Montgomery County on the Underground Railroad,
an organized system of escape run by volunteers who
sheltered, fed, and transported escaping slaves to
destinations as far north as Canada. A primary factor
behind the Underground Railroad was the supportive
Quaker community who aided fugitives.

Josiah Henson, Truth Stranger than Fiction: Father Henson’s Story of His Own Life (1858) quoted in MacMaster and Hiebert, 153.

4
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Transportation Routes

The evolution of early roads is reﬂective of the county’s
history of settlement. With its origins as a native trail,
River Road became in the English colonial era a primary
route for farmers taking tobacco to market. River Road
and Frederick Road both led to Georgetown. By the
1740s, Frederick Road had become an established
route connecting Frederick and the tobacco port of
Georgetown. The present-day Darnestown Road-Veirs
Mill Road-University Boulevard corridor approximates
an 18th century road that ran southeast from Rockville to
Bladensburg. These roads were known locally as rolling
roads, named for the way in which hogsheads of tobacco
were pulled behind horses or oxen.
As the economy grew less dependent on tobacco and
more reliant on grain, the road network began to change
in the late 18th and early 19th centuries. A new era of
roads led northeast to Baltimore markets. Certiﬁed in
1793, Baltimore Road led from Spink’s Ferry across the
Potomac, at the mouth of the Monocacy River, to Greens
Bridge across the Patuxent River. Local farmers hauled
grain and drove cattle along this route. Along this route
grew the communities of Barnesville, Laytonsville, and
Triadelphia. In the eastern part of the county, workers
began constructing the Columbia Turnpike in 1810. After
the opening of the canal and railroad, the network of
roads to Baltimore was less essential to county citizens.

Martinsburg Road is a surviving one-lane paved road. The road was
paved in 1931. (Poolesville, MD)

Chesapeake and Ohio Canal

In 1828, President John Quincy Adams broke ground
for the Chesapeake and Ohio Canal near Little Falls,
and, by 1831, there were approximately 20 miles of canal
in use between Georgetown and Seneca. With easier
access to markets, farms located near the canal began to
prosper. By 1859, some 83 barges a week were using the
canal to transport grain, ﬂour, coal and farm products
to Washington and Georgetown. When completed to
Cumberland, Maryland, in 1850, the canal was 185 miles
long. A number of canal-related resources are extant,
and the canal is listed in the National Register and is also
a National Park.
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A series of locks were constructed for the C&O Canal. The Pennyﬁeld
Lock House was constructed in 1830 while the locks date from 1831.
(Potomac, MD)
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Civil War

During the Civil War, Montgomery County residents
were divided in their loyalty between the North and
the South. Citizens in the western part of the county,
with economic and social ties to Virginia, tended to
sympathize with the South, while others, such as Sandy
Spring’s paciﬁst Quakers and numerous residents with
northern ties, aligned with the North. When the State of
Maryland could not agree on the subject of secession, the
federal government took control of the state to ensure
its position in the Union.
Though no major battles were fought in the county,
residents saw tremendous movement of troops during the
war years, especially along the Frederick Road and across
the Potomac. Several skirmishes were fought on county
soil and troops camped on county farms. The Union
Army established headquarters at Pleasant Hills and the
Samuel Thomas Magruder Farm. A signal station, built
into a huge chestnut tree on the Magruder Farm, relayed
messages between Washington, D.C. and Harpers Ferry
via Sugarloaf Mountain.
Strong Southern sympathies of many county residents are
represented by the Confederate Soldier Statue, erected in
1913, which now stands next to the Red Brick Courthouse
in Rockville. Rockville residents fought for both sides of
the Civil War, but sympathies of the majority lay with the
Confederacy. Another Confederate monument is found
in Silver Spring’s Grace Church Cemetery. Dedicated in
1896, the granite shaft marks the grave of Confederate
soldiers who died during Jubal Early’s 1864 raid on
Washington.5

The Pleasant Hills (1760-65) residence served as the headquarters for
the Union troops from Massachusetts. (Darnestown, MD)

African Americans After the Civil War

In 1870, the black population made up 36% of the total
county population. After emancipation, many African
Americans were able to buy land from, or were given
land by, white plantation owners, often their previous
owners. Free blacks transformed ﬁelds and scrubland
into intensively developed settlements of agricultural
homesteads. Over 40 African American communities have
been identiﬁed in Montgomery County. Communities
that are represented today by standing historic structures
include, in the Poolesville area, Sugarland, Jerusalem,
the Boyds settlement and the Martinsburg settlement; in
the Potomac area, Tobytown, Pleasant View, Scotland,
Gibson Grove, and Poplar Grove; Mt. Zion and the
Sandy Spring settlement in the Olney area; Good Hope
and Smithville, in the Eastern region; and Hawkins Lane,
near Rock Creek.
The ﬁrst community building constructed by residents was
typically a church, often also used as a school and social
meeting hall until other structures were built. Families
built their own houses that typically had two rooms up
and two rooms down. In the ﬁrst years after emancipation,
most houses were built of log. By the 1880s, blacks began
to build frame houses. While several community buildings
from African American settlements have been preserved,
few houses built by free blacks have survived.

The Warren M.E. Church was built in 1914 by Scott Bell. The hall served
as the center for plays, dances, lectures, and other events. (Martinsburg,
MD)

Originally erected in a triangle in front of the Red Brick Courthouse, Rockville’s Confederate Soldier Statue was later moved
to its present site.
5
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The Coming of the Railroad

A metropolitan inﬂuence in Montgomery County began
when the nation’s capital was established in Washington,
but mushroomed with the opening of the Metropolitan
Branch of the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad in 1873.
Train stops became centers for trade, manufacturing,
summer resorts, and suburban communities. The railroad
revitalized the farm economy with ready availability of
lime fertilizer and readily accessible markets for perishable
farm produce. Dairy farmers especially beneﬁted from
quick, cheap shipment.

Dairy Farming

By the early 20th century, half of all the farms within three
miles of the railroad were in the dairy business. Large,
specialized dairy farms became the county’s chief form
of agriculture by 1915. When road improvements after
World War I made feasible trucking milk into the District
of Columbia, dairy farms became common throughout
the county. In constructing a new generation of barns,
farmers used concrete, an easily maintained material
that met new sanitary requirements. These gambrelroof, concrete block dairy barns transformed the rural
landscape.

The B&O Railroad promoted suburban development,
publishing brochures and maps touting “the pleasures
as well as the advantages of a home in the country.”
Though many architectural styles are represented in
railroad suburbs, including Second Empire, Stick Style,
and Shingle Style, the leading design of early suburban
houses was Queen Anne. These substantial, turreted,
asymmetrical residences dominate the early development
of communities such as Kensington, Takoma Park,
Somerset, and Garrett Park.
Despite the conveniences inherent in railroad suburbs,
decades passed before the subdivisions fully developed.
With the intent of preserving open space around their
residences, many families purchased two or more lots,
with houses straddling lot lines. Many were summer
residences for wealthy Washington families. As historian
Andrea Rebeck wrote, “Commuting by train proved not
to be as convenient as originally proposed...The train
schedule, travel time and fares which increased the farther
one went from the city line, discouraged moderate and
middle income families from building homes too far out
on the rail line.”

Railroad Era Suburbanization

After the Civil War, polluted drinking water, disease
epidemics, and limited, expensive housing plagued
Washington residents. Developers and the B&O Railroad
promoted Montgomery County land in the 1880s
by emphasizing fresh water, freedom from disease,
picturesque scenery, and low-cost housing. These virtues
are reﬂected in the names speculators chose for the
communities they platted along the railroad line: Takoma
Park (1883), Forest Glen, Capitol View Park, Garrett Park
(each established in 1887), and Kensington (1890). The
ﬁrst railroad suburb in the county was Linden (1873),
platted the year the Metropolitan Branch opened.
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Streetcar Era Suburbanization

In the late 1890s, Montgomery County real estate
speculators began to use streetcar technology and resorts
to draw residents to new suburban communities. Chevy
Chase, planned and developed between 1892 and 1930,
was the county’s first and most influential streetcar
suburb. Upscale residences in a comprehensively planned
environment set the tone for early twentieth century
neighborhoods throughout northwest Washington and
southern Montgomery County. Together, the surviving
plan and architecture of Chevy Chase Village represents
one of the most intact and important examples of
suburban planning and architectural expression built in
the region before World War II.
In all, Montgomery County had six major streetcar lines,
with terminals at Takoma Park, Forest Glen, Kensington,
Rockville, Great Falls, and Cabin John. To attract riders
to streetcar lines, developers created amusement parks
at the terminus, such as Takoma Park’s Wildwood Park,
Chevy Chase Lake, and Glen Echo Park. Communities
that had been platted in the railroad era blossomed in
the streetcar era as Montgomery County’s population
grew in the 1920s. In Takoma Park, eight subdivisions
opened along trolley lines and the population soared,
making the community the tenth largest incorporated
town in Maryland by 1922. Scores of Craftsman style
bungalows, with low sloping roofs and exposed rafter
tails, came to characterize Takoma Park streetscapes. The
houses built in this era reﬂect changing American tastes
in architecture, from the elaborate ornamentation of the
late 19th century to more practical, simpliﬁed designs of
the 20th century.

24

Dawn of the Automobile

At the turn of the 20th century, the automobile was an
expensive novelty for the rich. Two decades later, the
availability of mass-produced automobiles led to their
widespread use. By the end of the 1930s, one of every
ﬁve residents in Montgomery County owned a car. The
automobile age brought a new set of building types
and development patterns. Builders designed roadside
architecture to be recognized from behind the windshield
of a moving automobile. Developers subdivided tracts of
land away from previously settled railroad and streetcar
lines. Frequently garages were built in the architectural
styles and with materials to match houses. In some 1920s
suburbs, basement garages were incorporated into house
design.

Garages were often designed in a similar style and constructed with the
same materials as the primary residence.

Montgomery County, Maryland
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Suburban Communities in the
Automobile Era

During the 1930s, Montgomery County’s population
rapidly increased as the Federal work force grew under
President Franklin Roosevelt’s New Deal programs.
During this decade, the population more than doubled,
growing from 34,921 to 83,912. High demand for housing
among Washington workers coupled with increased use of
the automobile led to development of new areas of the
county. Much of the new development in the years before
World War II was located near the District line. Singlefamily dwellings were the predominant housing type, yet
multi-family housing complexes began to emerge.6
Garden apartments became a common multi-family
housing type in the 1930s. In contrast to towering urban
apartments with single entry and long hallways, garden
apartments were a smaller-scale complex of 3- to 4-story
structures. Several entrances in a cluster of buildings
helped foster a sense of community, creating a minineighborhood. The ﬁrst garden apartment in the county
was the Falkland Apartments, constructed between 1936
and 1938 on three parcels at the intersection of 16th
Street and East-West Highway in Silver Spring. Falkland
Apartments marked the advent of large-scale community
design and building as well as the beginning of uniﬁed site
planning carefully ﬁtted to the terrain. The apartments
represent the development of Silver Spring as a major
suburban center.

The Silver Theatre and Shopping Center, which opened
in 1938, provides a rare example of an early planned
neighborhood shopping center with parking integrated
into the complex. This design exempliﬁes the cultural,
economic and social history of Montgomery County and
the Washington region in the 20th century as car-oriented
shopping complexes replaced smaller-scale commercial
development. The streamline design of the Silver Theatre
and Shopping Center, by architect John Eberson, is
symbolic of the dynamic industrial and technological
advances of the period.
The Silver Theatre and Shopping Center marked the start
of a building boom that would revolutionize the character
of Silver Spring. The post World War II era brought
a ﬂurry of commercial construction, much of which
was also in the streamlined Moderne style. These new
buildings formed Montgomery County’s ﬁrst large-scale
downtown area. In 1949, a reporter for the Washington
Times-Herald summed up the tremendous changes in
community - of which the Silver Theatre and Shopping
Center was the commercial start: “...ten years ago, there
was only 6,000 people to shop in Silver Spring, and
District merchants called it a ‘country town’. This year
there are 60,000 and...nearly seven times that number
to drive to Silver Spring to buy...Within this wonderful
decade, Silver Spring has become the largest business
community in Maryland, excepting only Baltimore.”

As the residential development of Silver Spring grew, the
commercial district expanded. Throughout the 1920s, a
number of substantial new commercial buildings were
constructed - primarily along Georgia Avenue. By the
1930s, over sixty stores had opened in Silver Spring and
formed an almost continuous ribbon of development.
The southeast corner of Georgia Avenue and Colesville
Road became the site of one of the most comprehensive
and innovative retail developments in the region - the
Silver Theatre and Shopping Center.

In contrast with Washington, D.C., however, Montgomery County limited the number of multi-family complexes in this era.
In 1941, County Commissioners passed a zoning moratorium prohibiting apartment buildings.
6
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The Future of Historic Sites

The dual urban/rural nature that deﬁnes the county’s
past remains a signiﬁcant feature of Montgomery County
today. Newcomers are often astonished by the contrast
of working farms and high-tech companies, rural villages
and urban downtowns.
Northern regions in the county have retained a rural
character into the 21st century. One third of the county’s
land, about 93,000 acres, is protected farmland in the
Agricultural Reserve. Of this land, about 50,000 acres
is preserved farmland, protected by such programs as
Transfers of Development Rights and state and local
easements. In addition to protected farmland, the County
has 45,000 acres of local and federal parkland.
The southern and central portions of the county have
an increasingly urban and contemporary character. While
major population centers in the mid-20th century were
in down-County areas, concentrated in Silver Spring,
Bethesda, and Wheaton, in recent years more and more
people have been moving to communities in the county’s
center. The majority of growth in the last decade has
occurred in the Germantown and Gaithersburg areas,
near the High-Tech Corridor created along Interstate
270. The county’s population rose from 164,000 in 1950
to 855,000 at the turn of the 21st century, and is expected
to surpass 1 million by the year 2015.
Increased development threatens the rural aspect of the
county. Farmland and woodland have been increasingly
subdivided for residential use. The intensive development
of the land for residential and commercial use; the loss
of agricultural open space; and the increasing impact of
roads and trafﬁc on what was once a rural area presents
major challenges for the preservation of remaining
historic resources. An average of 3,500 housing units
per year have been constructed in the past decade, while
an average of eleven historic resources are designated
each year.
Historic sites are tangible reminders of history. We would
do well to remember the county motto to gardez bien or
guard well the historic treasures of Montgomery County.
Through the preservation and interpretation of historic
buildings we may remember and learn from the past and
gain inspiration for the future.
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THE FORM OF HOUSES

Montgomery County settlers, struggling to survive in the
frontier wilderness, built impermanent folk houses in the
early 17th century. Their modest dwellings, constructed
of log, typically had one or two rooms on the ﬁrst level
with a loft above. Exterior doors opened directly into
living space and stairs were concealed within closets.
In the minority were the few successful planters who
had the means to build brick houses reﬂective of their
wealth and prominence. As the area became more settled
through the century, residents throughout the county
chose an ordered scheme for their dwellings to match
their increasingly ordered lifestyles. Houses were planned
with a symmetrical facade that reﬂected a new interior
plan arranged around a central hall. Stairs were removed
from closets and displayed in central or side passages.
The stair hall was a new mechanism for controlling the
comings and goings of family and visitors.
Most early houses had side gable roofs and exterior
chimneys with sloped weatherings. The most common
plan was the hall and parlor plan. One room, the hall,
was a place to eat, cook, and sleep. The parlor, smaller
and more private, typically had not an exterior door but
was accessed through the hall.

One of the most popular regional building types is the
two-story, one-room deep house, often known as an I
house. These dwellings are a transformation of the hall
and parlor house, often with two rooms per ﬂoor, yet
more frequently by the early 19th century, with a center
hall. The majority of three-bay, two-story houses with
center entrances have a center hall, one-room deep plan.
This type was one of the most common dwellings built
in the mid-19th century In the prosperity of the postreconstruction era (late 1870s-80s), residents built larger
scale one-room deep houses, typically ﬁve bays wide.

Expansions

Some homeowners expanded their houses with a series
of descending additions like stairs, in a building plan
known as a telescope plan. Some telescope houses are the
result of an addition built between the main house and a
dependency. Several early houses had covered walkways
connecting the main house and a dependency. Hyphens
were typically enclosed in later years. Other families lucky
enough to enjoy prosperous times elected to expand a
house with a new main section that dominated the original
house. A common way to expand a side-passage house
was to construct an addition off its side gable to create
a center-hall residence.

Beginning in the mid-18th century, some successful
planters began to build more substantial houses that were
two rooms deep, with four rooms on a ﬂoor. This central
passage, double-pile arrangement is known as a Georgian
plan. The plan is reﬂected on the exterior by a ﬁve-bay,
center entrance, front façade. Early Montgomery County
examples of Georgian houses did not have a symmetrical
plan. By the late 18th century, Georgian plan houses
typically had a central hall with two rooms on either side.
To heat both front and back rooms, some double-pile
houses had paired chimneys.
A distinctive early roof form is the gambrel, a roof that
has two pitches, or slopes, on two sides. The gambrel
roof house was more popular in Maryland than in any
other southern colony.

The Warfield Log House is an example of a typical dwelling in
Montgomery County in the 18th century. (Damascus, MD)

By the early 19th century, residents began to build side
passage, double-pile houses of frame construction. Each
ﬂoor had one room behind another, each opening onto
the side hall. High-style brick examples of this house type
were found mainly in villages and towns.
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THE MATERIAL OF HOUSES
Log

The majority of Montgomery County houses built in
the mid- to late 18th century were constructed of log. In
1783, 70% of the dwellings identiﬁed by material in the tax
assessment were log houses, typically 20-24 feet by 16 feet.
Builders typically joined logs with V-notches and ﬁlled
in the gaps between logs with stone and clay chinking.
Chestnut was commonly used for log construction. Log
construction originated among Germans and Scotch-Irish
in southeastern Pennsylvania. Beginning in the 1730s,
some migrated to Maryland and Virginia, bringing with
them the tradition of building with log.
The majority of Montgomery County houses built in the mid- to late 18th
century were constructed of logs. (Locust Hill, Brookville, MD)

By the mid-19th century, few county residents were building
log houses. Exceptions were African Americans who built
log dwellings for over a decade after emancipation. By
the 1880s, frame houses began to replace log structures
in black communities. In contrast to houses of landless
farmers further south who could only afford houses with
open windows and ﬁreplace heat, the log houses of free
blacks in Montgomery County had glazed windows and
wood-burning stoves.

Frame

Like most early Montgomery County residences, Chiswell is constructed
of chestnut logs. (Chiswell Place, Damascus, MD)

This house displays the use of braced framing, a common building technique
in the early 19th century. (Hyattstown, MD)
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In 1783, only 28% of houses were of frame construction.
Early houses with wooden frames were built with heavy
timber frame structures. European timber frame houses
commonly used a system or wall enclosure in which spaces
between heavy timbers were inﬁlled with clay or brick.
Such open walls were uncommon in the more rigorous
American climate. More often on American timber
frame houses, brick inﬁll was eliminated and houses were
sheathed in clapboard.
By the early 19th century, most houses in the region west
of the Chesapeake had braced frames. While timber frame
houses had widely spaced, massive posts and beams to
carry the load, cross-braced houses timbers had lighter
and more closely spaced members. Diagonal corner braces
provide lateral stability to the wooden framework. Builders
may have added brick nogging to braced frames for extra
insulation and rigidity, or possibly for ﬁre prevention.
After the Civil War, balloon frames replaced timber
construction. For the ﬁrst time, houses were constructed
entirely of light frame members enabling cheap and rapid
construction by eliminating the need for large hand-hewn
timbers.

Montgomery County, Maryland
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Brick

Masonry houses comprised less than 2% of the total
housing stock in 1783. Those citizens who could afford to
construct brick houses were in the minority and represent
the uppermost strata of the economy. A distinguishing
feature of high-style brick residences in the mid-18th
century was the exclusive use of header bricks on the
main facade, in which bricks were laid with their short
ends or heads exposed. This design was expensive since
it required more bricks. Header bond brick is rarely found
outside the Maryland colony. Decorative patterns of
glazed brick are characteristic of early Maryland houses.
Glazed black headers alternate with red stretchers to form
a checkerboard pattern.

Other local stones used for construction were soapstone,
granite, slate, and diabase rock. In the Ashton area, local
soapstone was quarried in the 18th century for house
construction and some early houses have soapstone
hearths. Builders in the Bethesda area used granite for
house construction. Slate roof shingles for houses in the
northwestern part of the county were made from stone
quarried in the Little Bennett Creek valley, near present
day Slate Quarry Road. Poolesville-area houses with slate
roofs dating from the mid-19th century often have a
three-diamond design.

Stone

Montgomery County residents were fortunate to have
a variety of native stone available for construction. In
the western region, a durable red sandstone was widely
used. Quarried along the Potomac River, at the mouth
of Seneca Creek, the stone became known as Seneca
sandstone. The stone was used for building residences
as well as outbuildings. In the late 18th and early 19th
century, farmers typically used uncut or roughly-cut stone
that was uncoursed or laid randomly, sometimes adorned
with keystone arches, quoining blocks, and cornice
with dentil molding. Less common were stone houses
constructed with smooth-faced, cut blocks, known as
ashlar or dressed stone.
Another popular local stone is a mica schist known as
Stoneyhurst stone, quarried on River Road near Seven
Locks Road, in Cabin John. The Stoneyhurst quarries
provided stone for the construction of the Chesapeake
and Ohio Canal in the early 19th century. A century
later, this stone was a popular facing material when Lilly
Moore Stone reopened the quarry. In the era of New
Deal government, the Works Progress Administration, in
keeping with the philosophy of promoting regionalism,
built the Bethesda Post Ofﬁce (1938) of Stoneyhurst
stone.

Historically, brick and masonry construction comprised a small percentage
of the housing stock. (Mount Ephraim)

Another stone quarried along the C&O Canal was
Potomac marble, which was not a true marble but a
limestone conglomerate called breccia. Architect Benjamin
H. Latrobe used the stone from this site for columns in the
old U. S. House of Representatives (now Statuary Hall),
1816-9. The quarry, more accurately a ledge outcropping,
is located near Masons Island, Martinsburg.
Stone was used for residences as well as outbuildings. (Poolesville, MD)
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Architectural Styles
The architectural styles described on the following
pages represent some of the most common types. They
are intended to help in determining the particular style
of a building and in identifying what features may be
important to preserve and maintain.

Art Deco style (Druid Theatre, Damascus, MD)

THE STYLE OF HOUSES

From earliest settlement through much of the 19th
century, the majority of county residents built traditional
folk houses. Changing fashions in architecture were
acknowledged with simple applied molding, cornice
detail, or a stylish front porch. Few houses, especially in
the upcounty area, were fundamentally changed in terms
of exterior form or interior ﬂoor plan during this period.
Outside of railroad and streetcar suburbs, few houses
were textbook examples of architectural styles and fewer
were architect designed.
In the 19th century, builders began to use guidebooks
for designing houses. Asher Benjamin ﬁrst published his
widely popular American Builder’s Companion in 1806.
Few patternbook houses in Maryland, however, were
built before the 1860s. By the early 20th century, citizens
bought ready-to-assemble houses through mail-order
catalogs. The largest mail-order service was offered by
Sears, Roebuck and Company, which sold more than
50,000 houses by 1930. Many Montgomery County
communities include catalog houses.
Professional architects working in Montgomery County
were rare into the third quarter of the 19th century. The
number of educated architects rose later in the century,
yet architecture remained a young profession until after
1900. The earliest architect-designed houses in the county
are mainly found in residential suburbs such as Takoma
Park and Chevy Chase.

Queen Anne style (Jacob Allnut House, Laytonsville vicinity)

Federal style (Montevideo, Potomac vicinity)
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This section highlights individual architectural styles.
While few houses in Montgomery County were designed
in any one pure style, it may be helpful to understand
distinct architectural traditions. The houses illustrated
here, many of which were architect designed, are among
the exceptions. Each were designed with one dominant
theme. As one studies historic buildings throughout the
county, one may see features of different styles come
together on one structure. Greek Revival returns may
grace a Gothic Revival cross gable roof on a post Civil
War era house. A 1915 dwelling may have a bracketed
Craftsman style roof with knee braces yet also feature a
Colonial Revival porch with classical columns.
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Georgian (1750-1800s)

By the mid-18th century, successful planters were among a select segment of the population who enjoyed prosperity.
These wealthy landowners built formal, imposing houses, designed in the Georgian style. This style reﬂects Renaissance
ideals of symmetry and classical detail made popular by English architects. Montgomery County examples are often
two-rooms deep with a center or side stair hall. High-style Georgian houses were most often built of brick. On the
exterior, a high foundation, marked by a molded water table, and tall gable-end chimneys emphasized the social status
of inhabitants. A belt course runs between the ﬁrst and second stories. Common classical features are cornices with
dentil molding; gauged ﬂat arch lintels, often embellished with keystones; and quoins marking building corners.

Characteristics:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Tall gable-end chimneys
Molded water table
Quoins
Brick exterior
Belt course between ﬁrst and second levels
Gauged ﬂat arch lintels
Symmetrical facade
Dentil moldings
High foundations
Georgian style residence. (Pleasant Fields, Laytonsville vicinity)

Exterior brick cladding and tall chimneys are commonly seen on Georgian
style houses. (Falling Green, Olney vicinity)

A gauged ﬂat arch lintel is a characteristic of the Georgian style. (Locust
Grove, Bethesda vicinity)
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Federal (1800-50)

Noted for its lightness and delicacy of ornament and proportions, the Federal style is a reﬁnement of the preceding
Georgian style. The Federal style was the ﬁrst widespread architectural style in the county. In Poolesville, Rockville,
and Laytonsville, the earliest consciously designed houses are of the Federal style. In brick examples, side gables often
have parapet ends and curtain walls join paired chimneys. Doors ﬂanked by slender columns have elliptical fanlight
transoms. The Federal style house typically has a more shallow roof pitch compared to Georgian. Floor plans are
usually either center hall or side hall plans.

Characteristics:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Large glazed areas
Lintel type window heads
Low pitched roof
Elliptical fan light with ﬂanking side lights
Windows typically six over six
Smooth facade
Symmetrical facade
Entrance columns
Vernacular examples have simple transoms with
sidelights
Federal style house. (Woodlawn, Olney vicinity)

Federal style houses have low pitched roofs and symmetrical facades. (Sandy
Spring Friends Meeting)

A front entrance with an elliptical fan light and ﬂanking side lights are
characteristics of the Federal style. (Montevideo, Potomac vicinity)
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Greek Revival (1840-70)

Greece’s war for independence and archeological ﬁndings shifted interest to Greek architecture by the 1830s. In
addition, after the War of 1812, Americans had less affection for English inﬂuenced architecture. Greek Revival became
the dominant style throughout much of the country. The ideal form resembled a Greek temple with pedimented roof,
columns or pilasters, and full entablature with cornice, frieze, and architrave. Few high style Greek Revival buildings
are found in Montgomery County. Instead, Greek inﬂuence is found in architectural detail. The most common
Greek feature locally is the side-gable cornice return. Doorways are typically rectilinear, with a glazed surround
formed by transom and sidelights. Lintels are wide and blocky, sometimes having simple pediments. During this era
porches became more common. One and two story porches have classical columns, while wall pilasters appear on
side elevations. Roof pitches are typically shallow, yet few houses have full gable pediments.

Characteristics:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Gabled or hipped roof with a low pitch
Cornice line of main roof and porch roofs
emphasized with wide band of trim (representing
the classical entablature) and gable end returns
Windows typically six-over-six
Examples without porches sometimes have
pilasters at building corners and at an entry
pediment
Entry porch or full-width porch supported by
prominent square or rounded columns
Narrow line of transom and side lights around
front door, usually incorporated into an elaborate
door surround

Greek Revival style house. (Darnestown, MD)

A cornice return in the gable end is a characteristic of the Greek Revival
style. (James Pearre Farm, Barnesville vicinity)

Windows in the Greek Revival style are typically six-over-six. (Samuel
Perry House, Bethesda)
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Gothic Revival (1840-90)

In a reaction against formal classicism, English architects led a Picturesque movement emphasizing medieval, rambling,
asymmetrical rural houses. By the mid-19th century, medieval-inﬂuenced Gothic architecture became popular in
the U.S. through the patternbooks of Andrew Jackson Downing and others. The style decorated residences and
churches. Locally, the style didn’t catch on until after the Civil War. Making the highly decorative style feasible were
jigsaw techniques for cutting out elaborate bargeboard, ﬁnials, and railings, and ready-made stock available through
lumberyards and catalogs. Gothic houses have a vertical emphasis with steeply pitched roofs, pointed arch windows,
and vertical board and batten siding.
In Montgomery County, few high-style Gothic Revival residences are found, yet the style’s inﬂuence is pervasive
throughout the county. Citizens dressed up their side gable houses with Gothic center cross gables. This house form
became one of the most prevalent in the county in the post-Civil War era. Full-width porches are common on Gothic
Revival houses, usually supported by square chamfered posts and brackets. While the majority of Gothic Revival
residences were built before 1890, Gothic churches continued to be built well into the 20th century.

Characteristics:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Steeply pitched roofs
Pointed arch windows
Multiple gables
Highly decorative
Elaborate barge board, ﬁnials, and railings
Vertical and batten board siding
Typically a center cross gable on front facade
Vertical emphasis
Sidelights and transom surround entry door
Porch posts are squared and chamfered (edges
are beveled)

Elaborate ﬁnishes are typical of the Gothic Revival style.
This house has a “gingerbread” vergeboard. (Gassaway,
Germantown vicinity)
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Gothic Revival style (Mendelsohn Terrace, Browingsville)

This Gothic Revival house is highly decorative with elaborate porch columns and
brackets. (Gassaway, Germantown vicinity)

Montgomery County, Maryland

Architectural History and Resources

Italianate (1860-90)

Like Gothic Revival, Italianate architecture was part of the Picturesque movement made popular through A.J.
Downing’s patternbooks. Informal, rural Italian villas were the model for the style. The most popular form of
Italianate style in Montgomery County features box-like massing with low-pitched hipped roofs and wide bracketed
eaves. Another less common type has an asymmetrical, ell shaped form and features a side tower. Windows often
have round arches and heavy crown molding. Squared, chamfered porch posts tend to be heavier than in Gothic.
Closely related to Italianate is the Second Empire style distinguished by its mansard roof. Sheltering a full additional
ﬂoor, Second Empire structures in the county were mostly used for hotels and schools.

Characteristics:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Low pitch hipped roof
Ornate treatment of the eaves, including the use of
paired brackets, modillions and dentil courses
Double-hung, narrow windows, often with round
arch heads
Window panes are either one-over-one or twoover-two
Bay windows, often rectangular shape
Ornate porch treatment, with round columns or
square posts, and barge board ornament
Wide, overhanging eaves
Blocked, cube shape, or side towers
Rusticated quoins at building corners
Cresting on roofs
Protruding sills
Transom, often curved, above the front door
Square porch posts are sometimes chamfered
(edges are beveled)

Italianate style (Rocklands, Potomac vicinity)

A porch with decorative features is common on Italianate houses.
(Pleasant Fields/Basil Waters House, Germantown vicinity)

Ornate treatment of the eaves, including the use of brackets and dentil courses are
characteristics of the Italianate style. (Lawrence House, Linden, MD)
Design Guidelines for Historic Sites and Districts
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Queen Anne (1875-1900)

The dominant style in the last quarter of the 19th century, Queen Anne houses have become synonymous with
Victorian era architecture. Typically, houses have a complex form with projecting gable roofed pavilions, polygonal
bays, towers and turrets. The ideal Queen Anne residence had textured wall surfaces achieved through patterned
wood shingles and clapboard siding. In this era, expansive porches became outdoor living spaces. Full width and
wrap around porches are usually supported by turned posts and spindlework. Popular in Montgomery County, Queen
Anne style houses graced farmsteads and suburban communities alike.

Characteristics:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Tall brick chimneys
Multi-gabled roof with predominate front
gable
Irregular, asymmetrical massing
Ornamental wood work, often included wood
shingle siding, especially on gables and porches
One to two stories
Bay windows, towers, turrets, oriels, dormers,
gables
Window with leaded or stained glass
Full width and wrap around porches
Double-hung wood sash windows in tall narrow
openings

Queen Anne style (Takoma Park, MD)

A two story polygonal bay is a common feature of the Queen Anne style.
(Belward Farm, Gaithersburg)

A turret is a common characteristic of the Queen Anne style, as is the
ornate wood work. (Jacob Allnut House, Laytonsville vicinity)
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Victorian Vernacular

Many houses dating from the late 19th century located in rural areas and early suburbs do not ﬁt neatly within the
stylistic categories of this era. Builders of Victorian Vernacular houses often did not fully embrace the new architectural
styles. Victorian era styles include styles popular from the 1870s to 1900. Most typically Gothic Revival, Italianate
and Queen Anne. High-style Queen Anne houses, for example, have open ﬂoor plans with one room ﬂowing into
another. Victorian Vernacular houses often use a building form popular in the county earlier in the 19th century,
the center hall ﬂoor plan, and dressed it up with Victorian era elements: a wrap around porch, wood shingle, or
decorative bargeboard in the gables.

Characteristics:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Wood shingle
Decorative bargeboard in the gables
Bay windows, towers, turrets, oriels, dormers,
gables
Irregular, asymmetrical massing
Wrap around porch
Pointed arched windows
Steeply pitched roofs
Victorian Vernacular style (Oliver Watkins House, Cedar Grove)

A full width porch is a common feature of the Victorian Vernacular
style. (Chevy Chase Section Five)
Asymmetrical and irregular massing is a characteristic of the Victorian
Vernacular style. (Somerset, MD)
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Shingle Style (1880-1900)

Like the Queen Anne and ﬁrst phase Colonial Revival styles, Shingle Style houses typically have complex massing
yet the shape is enveloped in a smooth, shingled surface that uniﬁes the irregular outline of the house. Most of
Montgomery County’s Shingle Style houses were built in Takoma Park and Chevy Chase.

Characteristics:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Complex roof with multiple gables, combination
hip/gable, dormers, eyebrow dormers, conical
tower roof; also gambrel roof
Asymmetrical massing, including the use of
towers, dormers and eyebrow windows
Almost entirely clad with shingles
Prominent front porch
Secondary materials include sandstone foundations
and wood for windows and trim
Curved surfaces and shapes (curved bays, arched
porch openings, Palladian windows)
Use of classical features, such as round columns
on porches, one-over-one double-hung sash
windows and Palladian windows

Shingle style

A prominent front porch is typical on a Shingle style house. (Takoma
Park, MD)
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PERIOD REVIVAL STYLES

With the 1876 centennial celebration of the nation’s founding, Americans began looking back to colonial sources for
architectural inspiration. A variety of revival styles became popular. In Montgomery County, they began in the suburbs
from about 1890 on. Revival style houses are generally larger and more elaborate than the colonial prototypes and
often combine elements from more than one earlier architectural style in a way that had no historical precedent.

Colonial Revival (1890-1910; 1910-1945)

This term is used mainly for English classical based colonial architecture, with sources drawn from Georgian, Federal,
and Greek styles. Houses built in the ﬁrst phase of Colonial Revival, dating from about 1890-1910, typically had an
asymmetrical design and massing also found in Queen Anne style houses, and shared the ﬂamboyant use of architectural
detailing. After 1910, the design of Colonial Revival houses was more closely based on colonial antecedents, with
more restrained detail and simpliﬁed massing. A subset is Dutch Colonial which is characterized by a gambrel roof.
Cape Cod houses, dating largely from the 1920s to the 1950s, are one or one and a half stories, side-gable houses, a
design based on early English houses of New England. A number of Colonial Revival houses in the 1920-30s were
kit houses, purchased from Sears or Aladdin catalog companies. The highest concentration of kit houses are found
in the Takoma Park Historic District.

Characteristics:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Rectangular plan, often with “L” wing
Gable or cross-gable roof
Windows are double-hung
Front porch, sometimes wrapped around corner,
with wood post supports and classical detailing
Symmetrical, three bay facades, usually with
a central, front gabled, portico-like entry and
tripartite window openings in the side bays
Horizontal wood siding
Paneled door with decorative glass light and
overhead transom and/or sidelights
One or two stories

Colonial Revival style

Colonial Revival style houses sometimes have front porches that wrap around the corner.
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A paneled door with ﬂanking sidelights is a common
characteristic of the Colonial Revival style.
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Mediterranean Revival

Architectural styles that use detailing from originals located in southern Europe, especially Italy. Italian Renaissance
houses are similar to earlier Italianate houses in basic form, yet they are distinguished by tile roofs and stucco wall
ﬁnish.

Characteristics:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Two-story box-like massing
Terra cotta tile roof
Low pitch hipped roof
Double-hung, narrow windows, often with round
arch heads
Ornate porch treatment, with round columns or
square posts, and barge board ornament
Ornate treatment of the eaves, including the use of
paired brackets, modillions and dentil courses
Stucco wall ﬁnish
Protruding sills

Mediterranean style (Chevy Chase Village, MD)

A characteristic of the Mediterranean style is a low pitched hipped roof.
(Chevy Chase Village, MD)

A stucco ﬁnish is common exterior material for Mediterranean Revival
style houses.
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Renaissance Revival

Similar to Mediterranean Revival in boxlike form massing and based on Italian architecture, these buildings have
classical features including heavy cornices, quoins, and classical columns.

Characteristics
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Box-like massing
Balustrade and cornice
Stucco wall surface
Wall surface ornament including tile work or
carved stone
Belt course between the ﬁrst and second ﬂoors
Rounded-arched windows and arcaded windows
Entry framed by pilasters
Molded window sill
Renaissance Revival style (Frank Lozupone House, Chevy Chase
Village, MD)

A cornice and balustrade are common characteristics of the Renaissance
Revival style building. (Constantino Lozupone House, Chevy Chase
Village, MD)

This Renaissance Revival building includes rounded-arched windows and
has box-like massing. (Takoma Park, MD)
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Mission Revivals

Hispanic style and Spanish Revival derive their design from the country’s Hispanic heritage. Mission examples, dating
from 1910-1920, are larger structures with typically a symmetrical, box-like massing. Mission Revival-style architecture
originated in California. Mission style houses are deﬁned by shaped parapets that decorate the main roof and/or
porch. Spanish Revival houses, generally dating from the 1920-30s, are smaller, typically 1 1/2 story structures, with
a more complex form.

Characteristics
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Mission style houses typically are two stories with
shaped dormer or roof parapet
Typically 1 1/2 stories
Terra cotta tile roofs
Bell tower
Wall surface ornament including tile work or
carved stone
Stucco wall surface
Rounded-arched windows and arcaded
windows or porch
Spanish houses typically low, complex
building form

Spanish Revival style (Town of Chevy Chase, MD)

Mission Revival style houses usually have terra cotta tile roofs.
(Town of Chevy Chase, MD)

Rounded-arched windows in an arcaded design are typical of Hispanic Revival
style houses.
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Tudor Revival (1890-1940)

The Tudor style is loosely based on English vernacular buildings. Most early local examples have decorative halftimbering with stucco inﬁll. By the 1920s, brick Tudor houses were more common. One of the largest and earliest
concentrations of Tudor Revival houses in the county is in and near the Chevy Chase Village Historic District.

Characteristics:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Asymmetrical with irregular plan and massing
Gable or cross-gable roof
Steeply pitched roof
Combined use of stucco, brick, stone and/or
half timbering
Groupings of tall, narrow casement windows,
often with leaded, diamond panes
Decorative masonry on exterior walls or gables
Recessed entry
Rolled edges on rooﬁng to imitate thatch
Clipped gables, also known as jerkin heads

Tudor Revival style (Chevy Chase Village, MD)

An asymmetrical plan and massing are both characteristics of
the Tudor Revival style. (Chevy Chase Village, MD)

Tudor Revival style buildings often have steeply pitched roofs.
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Craftsman (1905-30)

The Arts and Crafts Movement was a reaction against elaborate ornamentation of the Victorian-era dwellings and
toward more practical, simpliﬁed design. Craftsman houses reﬂect the inherent nature of building materials and
structural elements. Brackets under wide eaves and gable end braces represent exposed rafter tails and beam ends.
Many Craftsman houses have a low bungalow shape in which the main roof extends over the front porch. The largest
concentration of Craftsman houses are found in the Takoma Park Historic District where one may ﬁnd, in addition
to Craftsman bungalows and cottages, less common two story, front gable Craftsman houses.

Characteristics:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Low-pitched gabled roof
Brackets, including knee braces and exposed
rafter tails
Decorative beams or braces under gables
Prominent lintels and sills
Full or partial, open porch with square posts and
tapered arched openings
One-over-one, double hung windows, or
One-light, ﬁxed window; with ﬁxed transom
Gabled dormers
Wide eaves
Outside siding: wood clapboard
Concrete or brick foundation

Craftsman style (Takoma Park, MD)

Brackets, including knee braces and exposed rafter tails are
typical Craftsman style building elements. (Takoma Park,
MD)

Craftsman style houses are commonly clad with wood clapboard.
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Art Deco and Art Moderne (1930-40s)

Technological advances in material and techniques led to the modernistic Art Deco and Art Moderne styles. Geometric
shapes, vertical emphasis, and stepped-up towers and projections characterize Art Deco design. Art Moderne has
horizontal lines, with streamlined curved corners and smooth surfaces. New materials and elements used in both
styles include glass block, corner windows, and concrete block construction. Several ﬁne examples of Art Deco and
Art Moderne are found in Silver Spring.

Characteristics:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Zigzags, chevrons and other stylized and geometric
wall ornamentation
Vertical emphasis
Horizontal lines and grooves in the walls
Towers, piers and other vertical projections above
the roof line
Flat roof, usually with parapet
Smooth wall surface (usually stucco)
Asymmetrical facade, with combination of
rounded corners and angular shapes
Flat roofs with coping at the roof line
Horizontal balustrade
Windows continue around corners

Art Deco style (Silver Spring, MD)

Chevrons, zigzags and other geometric patterns are common for Art Deco facades.

Elaborate ornamentation is common for Art Deco
style buildings.

Design Guidelines for Historic Sites and Districts
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