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Tasks, General Principles, and Key Themes identified in the Final Report of 
the Ad Hoc Agricultural Policy Working Group, Montgomery County, Maryland, 
January 2007 

 
In response to agricultural and other trends affecting , the County 

comprehensive advice on ways to ensure the long-term protection of the Agricultural Reserve and 
preservation of our agric  
 
In particular, the Council charged the Group with addressing a cluster of specific and inter-related issues 
by performing the following tasks:    
 Undertake a thorough review of pending and potential legislation concerning the Rural Density 

Transfer (RDT) zone, the child lot program, the proposed Building Lot Termination program (BLT), 
uses of sand mound technology, and technical tracking and use issues associated with the TDR 
program. 

 Assure that this review provides a clear understanding of how the individual proposals interact with 
each other and considers the potential for unanticipated negative consequences. 

 Proceed in a way that respects the concerns of all stakeholders.  
 Update the Council on its progress and submit a final report to the Council within calendar year 

2006. 
 
General Principles Identified by the Working Group 

 
1. The economic viability of the agricultural industry is critical to the preservation of the Agricultural 

Reserve.   
2. The open space and environmental protection goals of the Master Plan are unlikely to be achieved 

unless we can sustain the health of agriculture.  
3. Agriculture in the County has and will continue to evolve and requires an environment that 

recognizes that fact. 
4. The equity farmers hold in their property is not only important to them personally but an important 

asset for their businesses, and consequently an important factor in the success of the agricultural 
industry in the County. 

5. Fragmentation of farmland should be avoided. Contiguous areas of farmland are desirable for 
traditional agriculture. 

6. If the Agricultural Reserve is to survive permanently, policies must protect both farming and 
farmland, while fostering a deep commitment to stewardship that looks beyond current generations 
and current landowners.  

 
Key Themes Identified by the Working Group 

 
If implemented, the Working Group believes their recommendations will accomplish the following: 
 Allow the continued use of child lots intended for the children of farmers (but with stricter 

assurance that those lots will be owned by the children of the property owner, and will not prevent 
future use of a significant portion of the property for farming); 

 Limit the use of sand mounds, decreasing their potential use by as much as one-fourth;  
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 Create a Building Lot Termination (BLT) easement program to create an incentive to further reduce 
residential development in the Agricultural Reserve while providing an acceptable level of equity to 
property owners, giving them the resources that may be needed for farm investment; and   

 Improve the TDR program, including expanding it to commercial and industrial zones (including 
Research and Development zones), mixed-use zones, and floating zones, and creating a non-
residential use component to, among other things, help support the BLT easement program.   

 
 
The full Final Report of the Ad Hoc Agricultural Working Group is available online at: 
www.montgomerycountymd.gov/content/council/pdf/doc/aggroup_finalreport.pdf 
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Montgomery Farmland Preservation Annual Report 2008 
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Agriculture Fact Sheet 2009 
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