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February 2012 Project Update

Last month, the Rewrite Team released a discussion draft detailing
general development regulations for all zones, including parking,
landscaping and recreation facility requirements. In March, the
consultant team will return to present an administration and
procedures discussion draft. The rewrite team accepts feedback on the
drafts via email or our online comment tool.

Parking

Significant changes to the parking requirement framework are
proposed for the Commercial/ Residential and Employment Zones.
The new framework is based on a parking study presented to the
Planning, Housing and Economic Development Committee of the
County Council last
spring. The new
framework is designed
to create market
incentives for the
creation of flexible,
shared parking supplies
within Parking Lot
Districts (re-branded as
Parking Benefit
Districts). In
commercial areas
outside of Parking
Benefit Districts, proposed parking requirements are lower than they
are today in order to discourage underutilized surface parking lots.

Landscaping and Recreation Facilities

The January 2012 discussion draft adds landscaping and recreation
facility requirements to the proposed Zoning Code. At present, the
Zoning Code does not contain specific requirements for landscaping or
recreation facilities. These site elements are negotiated during site
plan review and approval. Recreation facilities are negotiated based on
a set of Recreation Guidelines, but no guidelines exist for landscaping.
Adding requirements for landscaping and recreation facilities to the
Zoning Code will help add certainty and clarity to the development
process.
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