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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

The Germanipwn Cown Center Design Study proposes a deiailed de-
sign. framework, with speciol emphasis on the elements thav will serve
to integreie both existing and planned development into a cofiesive, im-
aaenble, and iden tifiahle Town Center.

The vision perceived for the Germantown Town Center is thal of a trao-
ditinenal dewnlown. The design of the Town Cender preposes to reflect
the tradilional arganization and architecture of historic communities in
tha mid-AHontic region. These communifies provide a model for the
Town Centar that mosl closaly resembles the aliribules sought by the
cammunily and the Master Plon, one that oppears to address the com-
man theme and archileclural charadler desired.

Altributes identified for incorporation inte the Town Center

includa:

1 village center 1 infirnate Teal

1 main strael 1 pedestrian arieniation
1 unifying ¢antral space 3 visual focus

I a sense of community I consistent sireetscape

1 overcll sense of place 1 architectural character

Coileciively, the vehicular ond padasirian circulatiaon syztams, the park-
land ond open space systems, and the provision of community facilifies
conslitvie 1he major componenis defining 1he Town Centar-wide Design
Fromework. This framework is sionificant in 1he integration of the differ-
art Analysis Arens and existing Town Center development into o cohe-
siva Town Center. The specific application of the components of this
{ramewerk 1o proposed future development, as represented by the
Analysis Areas, logelher with the related design of the streetscapes, will
help aslablish Ihe overall design character of the Tewn Center.

A summary of the proposed elements that constitute the
recommended overall dasign choracter for Ihe Germantawn Town Cen-
ter include:

B an urbon charoder with buildings facing on sireets

I parking lats hahind buildings lin courlyords; nof between the build-
ing and straet); paratlel parking on secondary streets

| building haighls fo a maximum of seven steries {excepling the holel
and high-rise residenticl fowers]

1 o pedesirian-oriernted Main 5ireet 1o be o mixed use street of spe-
cially retail and enterfainment, cffices, and residential

1 commercial office andSfor multi-family residential uses on MD-118

1 mulfi-fomily myidenfinl vses adjoining the existing residential devel-
opment to the north (of both TC-1 ond TC-5)
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IMPLEMENTATION

the development pregram propased in the Maoster Pian

1 disfinciive and idenlifiable gateways al the mejor enfrances to the

Town Centar and the enirances 1e the Town Center Core [TC-1) and
the TC-5 retail cantar

the estabBshment of a hierarchy of streetsecape treaiments

MD-118 deveicped as o boulevard; Father Hurley, Middisbrook
and Cryslal Rock also 1o receive special streetscape treatmends
Lacbury Drive-Waters Road and Old MD-118/Waller Johnsen Driva
designed os special sireets, to be pedestrian-oriented ond includa a
hiker/Liker 1rai

sidewolks and trees on both sides of ali strests
a grid sireet system in TC-1; an interconnecied siraet systam in TC-5
Waters Ruad to be upgroded in its current lomtion thraugh TC-5

an imersaction ot Waiers Rogd and MD-118, through te Did MD-
118 :
reinforcement ond expansion of the Town Center-wide vehiculor and
pedesirian circulation linkage es a conlinuglion of Mein Sreel
through the saxisting shepping cenlers (Middlebrook to Wisteria) to
TC-5

on internol lransi syslem that utilizes Main Street extended

hiker /biker 1rails within the Town Center linking the threa mojer ad-
jocent committed apen space systems

o majer public pork in TC-1 that is recommended to accommadaote
on culdoor assembly area {amphitheater] and raleted recraglianal
facililies

Town Center Commons cenirelly located in the Town Centar Cora
{(TC-1} al the intersection of the north-scuth entrance boulevard ond
the east-wes Main Slreet; locolion of the Cultural Ars Cenler on the
Commons

devalopment of an indoor poe! end the possible inclusian of the in-
door building cempanent of the Germaniown Recreation Center on
TC-5.

This docurment propasas that the fellowing aclions be taken jo imple-
ment the spiril and intent of the Masler Plan and the delailed recom-
mendaticns of the Dasign Study:

Amendments 1o the Germantown Maslar Plon to designafe the major
streets as Master Pion roads ond 1o provide for the dedication of
public parks end recreoliona! and cultural fedlily siles.

Establishmant of & speciol lox area or Town Center Maointenance Dis-
frict.

Revelopment of a funding sirategy 1o ensure funding for the capital
cost of the vorious fealures recommended.
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