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CONCEPT

The mitial community workshop of the Germamlown Town Carer De-
gign Stedy waos structured to gain an undarsionding of the community’s
parception of the future Town Camer, During group discussions the fal-

Iowing quesfians ware asked;
Those ploces that were identified as having the feel de-

sirad of Town Center ranged from o smal! Jawn in Ohic Ja George-
town, Washington, [.C. Mas often mentioned wos the New England
villoge.

A number of places were olsa sueggested 1hat relake to
main strowd concapis. Thase included the Franch Quarter in Mew Or-
teans, and ta main streets of Annapolis, Geargetown, and the recently
davelopad Farrestol Villege [outside of Princelan, New lersay).

Alse suggested wers Central and Bo#tery Porks in Hew

York.

Atiributes that were identified gs the most important in de-
scribing these places included:
villoge center

main street

unifying central space
n sense of community
averal! sense of plece
infimere feel
pedestrion crientation
visun! focus

consistent streetscope
archileclural charocter

Specific characderistics that were identified for incorpora-
fion into the Germantawn Town Center included the following:

1 Tha Town Centar is o inchxde a balonced mix of usas ond 1o includa
facilities for eulural, recreatianal, ond |eizure cmenihas.

It shauld includa @ cammunily buitding 1o be centrally lecated and e
focal point.

B The visual focus should be on the open spaces.

P [naddition to parklond, open spoce should alse include paved arens
for pedestrain gothering, elc.

I Town Canler is fo be pedestrian-crianted.

COMMUNITY WORKSHOP

DESIRABLE PLACES
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TOWN CENTER VISION

B Parking should be screened and behind the buildings [not between
the buildings and the sireel).

I Buildings are to ronge from low- io mid-rise in height, wih higher
buildings in the canter,

1 The Main Sireei shauld be pedestrian in zcale.
1 Owerall, the Town Center shauld have a common theme,

I Archilectural quality ond chorocier are essential to the sucosss of the
Town Cenler.

The vision perceived for the Germantown Town Center is that of a tra-
ditional downtown. The design of the Town Center proposes 1o reflect
fhe tradifionol urban orchitecture of the mid-Allantic region and, os
Roger K. Lewis stated in his Waoshingtan Posl ariclke on Shaping the
City, amulate Townscaope charaderistics of historic communlties
whaosa physical organizolion, streets ond public spacas, bullding
form, usage.and landseoping seem so compelling. These commu-
nifias provide a madel for the Town Center thal mest closely resembles
the oHribuies saughl by the community and 1he Master Plan; ane that
appears fo address tha comman thame ond ardhitectural charocher de-
gired,

The fellowing design conventions thal were identified by
Roger Lawis* gre descriptive of the dasign choracter and feel desired
for the Town Center. Thay include:

DOMINANT CENTER . . . defined by fhe crassing of twe
main streets lined by shops, siores, offices, ond rasidencas. Linked to
this commercial cross-roads is the requisite New England green or
commen, surrounded by public streets and sidewalks. ...

P EDGES. The . . . transifion frem rural {or svburban| to urben land
use, is . . . perceivoble . . . there is o streng sense of arrival in the
town. ..

I STREETS. Streets are shared e2qually by airdomobiles and pedastrians.
Curbside porking . . . is vsuclly available adjacent fo sidewalks on
both sides of the streed. Generally there are no large parking lots be-
tweaen sidewalks and buildings.

Town plan is a typical grid potlern of sireets ond blodks, bt the grid
. . . shifis 10 eccommodale Jopoqraphic and other natural condiiions
or to reflect {existing development], . . . ownership and use,

Streelz are nol all the some size. The principal siraels are saveral
lanes wide, but . . . narrower recidenfial strests ore sfill wida encugh
to accommodate on-street parking.

1 TREES. Every sireel is lined along its sidewolks by deciduous trees,
somelimes irregularty spaced. The lown green s likewise replete with
trees. Trees often dominale architeciure os they form celonnades
nodas and cansapies enveloping the shreeiscape and parficlly screen
1he velumes and facades of the 1own's two- to four-story buildings.

* Roger K. Lawis, Timwdas: Dosign in New Stardard The Weshipgton Past, Advpest 25,
1990,
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IN-BETWEEN. The space belween sidewaiks and buildings is eriticaol
in forming the image of a community . . . 1t is the developmen,
along with the dimension, of the sirip of landscope between side-
walks and buildings thaf matters,

A symboiic relationship exists between street, sidewalk, front yard,
and buildings . ..

MOVEMENT. (Abhough an auformobile may ba needed o ccces
town) . . . le cross town guickly, to transport gaods, . . . walking is o
feasible aplion, especially for seciolizing and shopping.

Ample sidewalks, other pedestrians, shellering traas, flowsring vage-
tafion, inferesling focade details, and inviting sterefronts moka welk-
ing o pleasant experience . . .

CFF-STREET PARKING., . . . porking lefe . . . are narmally behind or
alengside buildings, hrcked away within blocks.

The design fromewark thet is proposed for the Germaniown Town Can-
ter resubls frem o symhesis of the Master Plan, tha Town Centar Flan-
ning and Design Confexd, and the oiinbules and vision thol has besn

identified.

A summory of the proposed elements that constihue the

recormmended overall design choracter includa:

on urbon characlar

I buildings facing an sireels

porking lots behind buildings (in courlyards; nel belween the build-
ing and streal}

parallel parking on secondary sireets

building heights fo a maximum of seven slories lexcepling the hotal
and the high-rise residenticl lowers)

o pedesirion-oriented Main Streel of o consistent charocar {from
tiddlebreck fo Crystal Rock)

Main 3irect to be o mixed use streal of spacialty refoil ond snterdain-
ment, offices, and residential

commercial office and/or mufti-family residential uses an MD-118

multi-family resideniial uses adjoining the existing residential devel-
apment tc the norh [of boih TC-1 and TC-5]

tha devaicpmant program proposed in the Mastar Plan
distinclive and identifinble goleways ol the major entrances 1o the

Town Center and the entrances to the Tewn Cender Care (TC-7) and
the TC-5 retail center

v londmerk to identify Germaniown, 1o be cenirally Iocated within
the Town Center Core [TC-1)

major, identical or reloted, and highfy visible identfying alemenis at
bath the MARC Commuter Rail ond Town Center Transit Stations

consisieni signage at the emronces to TC-1, 2, 3, and 5 develop-
ments

DESIGN FRAMEWORK
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the esfablishment of a hierarchy of sfreetscape treatments
WMD-118 developad as a boulevard

Father Hurley, Middlebrock and Crystal Rock olse to emive special
sireelscope frealments

Lecbury Drive, Weter Rood ond Old MD-118/Waher Johnson Drive
designed as speciol sireets, Jo be pedestrign-ari=nied and include o
hikar/biker traif

enhancement of ithe pedestrian circulotion elemenis on Middlahrook
Hrom $he High School 1o the Town Center Core

sidewnlks and {rees on both sides of all sireets

o grid sireet systarn internal to TC-1 [connecting the major entrances
from MD-118, Crystel Rock and Middlebrook)

Waiers Rood to be upgraded in its current iocation through TC-5

an infersaction ol Waters RBoad and MD-118, through 1o Old MD-
11&

an inferconnecled sireet system inlernal fo TC-5 (linking the MD-
118, Wisterio Drive ond Fethar Hurlay Boulevord sntrances)

rairfercamant and expansion of the Town Center-wide vehiculor and
pededrign circulotion finkoges - as g confinuglion of Maoin Sireet
through the existing shopping centers (Middlebrook and Wisteria) e
TC-5

an intemnal transit system 1hal vtilizes Main Sireet and links the pro-
posed Town Center Tronsit Slatien {TC-2) through the Town Centar
Caore, the existing shopping centers and the proposed service and ra-
tail park (TC-5] te the existing MARC Comrmuter Rail Stelicn (TC-£)
ond ihe Historic Districl

hiker/biker Irails within the Town Carer linking the three major ad-
jacant open spoce systemns to parklend end community facilities

a major public park In TC-1 (incerperating 1he exishing wetlands on
the nerth of this site); this pork is recommended e accommodate an
outdoor assembly area {omphitheater] and relatad recreatianal fo-
ciltiies

Tewn Cenfer Commaonz centrally lecated in the Town Centar Core
(TC-1) an the north-south entrance boulevard and 1he east-west
taoin Streat

Ipcaiion of the Culturgl Ars Center on 1he Town Center Commeons
within TC-1 |this facliy s to occupy o focal peint and is recom-
mended to be fraesianding]

development of a indoor poal and the possible inclusion of the in-
door building component of ihe Germantown Rucreaiion Center on

TC-5.
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