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The MARC Rail Communities Plan Briefing Book contains information 
presented to the community at the November 4, 2015 Community 
Open House, which served as a public introduction to  this Master Plan 
project. This briefing book also contains additional background 
information on the Boydsand Germantown MARC station areas not 
presented at the meeting. 

The material compiled in this briefing book, along with the community 
input received during the Community Open House, helps to inform the 
Scope of Work for the Plan.
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Purpose of a Master Plan

u Master Plans set a vision and 
guide future physical 
development within a specific 
area by making recommendations 
for:

w Land Use

w Zoning

w Transportation

w Design

w Historic Preservation

w Environment 

w Parks 

u Master Plans are long-term, 
visionary documents.
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What a Master Plan 
canŘƻΧ

u Engageand promote 
understanding and  
cooperation from 
stakeholders in order to 
define a shared future 
community vision.

u Serve as a guide when 
development projects are 
submitted to the Planning 
Board.

u Guide other County and 
state policies and programs.
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What a Master Plan 
cannotŘƻΧ

u Require redevelopment or 
reinvestment. 

u Bring specific retailers/ 
commercial uses to the 
community.

u Directly fund capital 
improvement projects.

u Address operationalissues.

u Address codeand/or crime 
enforcement.

Purpose of a Master Plan
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MARC Rail Communities Plan Purpose

u Responds to significant upcounty
growth. 

u Addresses underutilized resources:

w Parking and connections are 
issues at both MARC stations.

w Changes at one station affect the 
other.

w Changes have regional 
implications.

u Ties together other studies. 

u Creates opportunities for greater 
placemaking. 
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