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The Kensington Sector Plan 
area lies within Lower Rock 
Creek WatershedCreek Watershed
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Sector Plan boundaries do 
not reflect watershed or 
other environmental 
boundaries.  

Two subwatersheds: 

*Lower Main-KenGar 
* Kensington Heights 
Branch  

Lower 
Main-KenGar 

Kensington Heights 
Branch
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Total Impervious cover

Commercial areas: 89%

Residential: 35%Residential: 35%
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Commercial areas: 89% Residential: 35%
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Fair : Intolerant and sensitive species are largely Fair : Intolerant and sensitive species are largely 
absent; intermediate species present

Poor : Tolerant species dominate. Poor aquatic 
habitat.
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Contributing factors to water quality

* High impervious cover                 * Loss of natural stream substrate
* No stormwater management  * Loss of stream buffers & floodplain
* Headwater loss * Little to no in-stream habitat  
* Increased water temperatures     * Reduced oxygen levels  
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Two Areas with Severe 
Stormwater Impacts

• W. Howard Ave. 
• Stormwater discharge 
base of  Avenue

Plyers Mill
Vaughn St.

Howard Ave.

base of  Avenue

• Silver Creek
• Undersized culvert at 
Oberon Street

Mild Impacts at Outfalls
•Plyers Mill Road
•Vaughn Street

Oberon Culvert

�������� -	3������4��	
�������	
�	.!����	%�/	



Forest/Tree Canopy Cover

� Total Canopy Cover:
94 acres or 23% of area

� Residential Tree Cover:
85 acres or  21% of area85 acres or  21% of area

� Commercial Tree Cover:
9 acres or 2% of area
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� Climate Protection Plan : Stop increasing greenhouse 
gas emissions by 2010 and reduce them by 80% of 
2005 levels by 2050

Total Emissions:Total Emissions:
� Looking at Embodied Energy
� Transportation Energy
� Building Energy
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� Recommendations will vary and are evolving:
� Compact development
� Transit services
� Mixed use
� Building LEED (County code, over 10,000 sq.ft.)� Building LEED (County code, over 10,000 sq.ft.)
� Tree planting and other green measures

Possibly:
� Energy demand reduction
� Energy production
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35-40 feet

65 feet

15 feet wide

Knowles

East
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