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Bethesda Downtown EcoDistrict 

  

1. Introduction: Tina Schneider 

2. What is an EcoDistrict: Otto Condon  

3. Examples of EcoDistricts 
4. Process towards an EcoDistrict: Tina Schneider 

5. Performance Areas 
6. Establishing: 

1. Goals 
2. Objectives 
3. Strategies 

7. Supporting regulations 
8. Work Session: All 
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Bethesda: Core Principles of 
Sustainability  
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Performance 
Areas 

“Phase 1” 

Integrating  
County Goals & 

Regulations 

“Phase 3” 

Define 
Goals, 

Objectives 
& Strategies 

“Phase 2” 

Approaches for  
Achievement 

“Phase 4” 

Process 
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Buildings (New, Existing, Retrofits) 

Streets 

Community 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&docid=Fz630Y9zLD0CoM&tbnid=7ARLkhJCz0t7nM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http%3A%2F%2Furbantick.blogspot.com%2F2010%2F03%2Fbook-manifesto-for-sustainable-cities.html&ei=Po92U_LjEoiNqgaRtILwCg&bvm=bv.66917471,d.b2k&psig=AFQjCNGiwWx8Qqyhc4ERyiFGaRANmEJN4w&ust=1400365238948469
http://mithun.com/projects/project_detail/first_hill_streetcar
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Bethesda as a System 
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Phase 2:  

Define Goals, 
Objectives, 

& Strategies  

Phase 2:  

Phase 2 
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Goal:  
Promote equitable growth and opportunity  
 
Objectives:  

 
• Affordability   
 
• Job creation   
 
• Socially & economically diverse population 

 

Performance Area: Equitable Development   Performance Area: Equitable Development 

 
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oAffordable housing 
o Incubator businesses  
oQuality job opportunities 
oAccess to great libraries, schools, 

medical, etc.  
 

Strategies Strategies 

oGenerational mixes 
oAge in place 
o Social services 
oADA Compliance 

Markus Dochantschi and company's runner-up Bronx plan.  
Photo: Image: Pirate Design 

 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&docid=KlT8hnWN6MFKnM&tbnid=7pJI7de1ZFAUmM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.lanchesterlaw.com%2Festate-planning-questions%2Fmaryland-intestacy-laws&ei=2cOgU9fkLcaiyASR5YCoDQ&bvm=bv.68911936,d.aWw&psig=AFQjCNFxWfOeZk4jB9vrNILYbYqn6g1ZCA&ust=1403131185515388
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&docid=_VxGl974eNAc4M&tbnid=I29hON7Q-nNn9M:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.dcs.org.uk%2Fpage3.htm&ei=H8SgU5fsBtGHyASE6IKIBg&bvm=bv.68911936,d.aWw&psig=AFQjCNFlPQfalxLwoeazUwZMps2-Ad8RTg&ust=1403131279262144
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Performance Area: Health & Well Being 

Goal:  
Promote health & well being  
 
Objectives:   
• Safe & functional parks, recreation and natural 

areas 
 
• Healthy indoor and outdoor air quality 

 
• Access to healthy, local, & affordable food  

 
 
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o Parks & open space 
o Economic opportunities for all 
o Urban agriculture 
o Healthy food sources 
o Safe streets & pedestrian zones 
o Civic spaces 
o Reduce carbon emissions 
 

 

o Community gardens 
o Walkable sidewalks 
o Links to networks 
o Air quality standards 
o 20 minute neighborhoods 
o Dog parks 

Strategies 

Capital Hill _EcoDistrict 
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Goal:  Create cohesive neighborhoods, & 
community vitality 
 
Objectives:  
 
• Create beautiful, artistic, accessible, safe places 

 
• Foster social networks 

 
• Create destination areas 

 

Performance Area: Community Identity 

 
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Strategies Strategies 
o Design standards for  
o Create safe places 
o Signature landmark, parks and  buildings 

 
o Green infrastructure 
o Public Art 
o Build in public open spaces  

Destination places 

Public Art 

Landmark Buildings 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&docid=PlnVaj-OB-bSWM&tbnid=EKoUtmeiaWYL2M:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fthewashingtonlobbyist.com%2Frestaurant-week-at-the-row%2F&ei=FqagU9DvB6zjsASQ3YDICQ&bvm=bv.68911936,d.cWc&psig=AFQjCNEk2w0QFxPgXhKoXfyfWdYLwDvs_g&ust=1403123523534774
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&docid=7tW76V5OX85VvM&tbnid=4IHb6MZH31UjeM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.cityprofile.com%2Fillinois%2Fmillennium-park.html&ei=hqagU7PBF8amyASJo4CgBg&bvm=bv.68911936,d.aWw&psig=AFQjCNGjt2CkszkRioQcJSQ2PMwEhkFIlQ&ust=1403123698161900
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Goal: Access to diverse, multi-model, & 
affordable options 
 
Objectives:  
 

• Transit choices 
 

• Improved streets & sidewalks 
 
• Low & zero emission vehicles 

 
• Reduced vehicle miles traveled 

 

Performance Area: Access & Mobility 

 
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o Transit options & affordability 
o Walkability 
o Electric vehicle stations 
o Bicycle networks 
o Bike sharing & stations 
o Reduce VMT 
o Crosswalks 

 

o Car sharing 
o Traffic calming 
o Sidewalk improvement 
o Pedestrian friendly 
o Transportation demand management  
o Safe routes to schools 
o Real-Time Arrival Info Monitors  
o Pedestrian only zones 

Strategies Strategies 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&docid=BQeTSveboJ3ASM&tbnid=2w-6h2ndPCY1cM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fsustainable.ufl.edu%2Fonelesscar%2F&ei=DMegU86iEIOMyASYlYDIDg&bvm=bv.68911936,d.aWw&psig=AFQjCNEXvdPvkiCdfVoSGKhEx1K3pS5FJw&ust=1403132034356654
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&docid=c0wx-4921f4ZPM&tbnid=HCDD-7dzjornIM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http%3A%2F%2Faseasyasridingabike.wordpress.com%2F2011%2F10%2F31%2Fstreets-safe-for-children%2F&ei=jlKgU9OPMNWgyASYrILoCA&bvm=bv.68911936,d.aWw&psig=AFQjCNGfY7eNNxPhzD6ZJOYKvGsTf9sAzA&ust=1403102217884435
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Goal: Annual net zero energy usage. Net 
positive  
 
 
Objectives:  
 
• Minimize demand  

 
• Maximizing conservation 

 
• Reduce carbon emissions 

Performance Area: Energy  

 
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o Use renewable energy  
o Require higher building efficiency 
o Incentivize zero-energy buildings 
o Reduce Energy Consumption 

oCombined heat/power 
oWaste to energy 
oEnergy retrofits 
oEnergy Demand management 
oSmart grid 
oDistrict energy 
oBuilding & street shading 

o Construction performance standards 
o Energy conservation retrofits   
o Cap and trade emissions 
o Geothermal 
o Strive for carbon neutral/net positive 
o Electric vehicle incentives & requirements 
o Increase renewable energy use 
o Non-Automobile transit areas 

o Solar orientation 
o Green roofs/cool roofs 
o Strict building regulations 

 

Strategies Strategies 
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Performance Area: Water 

Goal: Reliable, clean, water for natural  & 
human needs 
 

Objectives:  
 
• Improve water quality  

 
• Reduce water consumption through conservation 

 
• Reuse and recycle water  

 
• Manage stormwater & building water discharge 

 
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o Stormwater retrofits (ROW)  
o Stormwater  retrofits (buildings) 
o Rainwater harvesting 
o Increase porous surfaces 
o District wastewater reuse  

Strategies 
o New construction performance standard  
o Greywater use 
o Reduce potable water needs 
o Reduce water consumption  
o Green roofs 

http://mithun.com/projects/project_detail/first_hill_streetcar
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Performance Area: Habitat & Ecosystems 

 

Goal: Enrich urban habitat to promote 
biodiversity, community, and livability 
 
Objectives:  
• Increased tree canopy 
 
• Habitat connectivity/corridors 
 
• Advance current & emerging watershed goals 

 
• Stratified, diverse vegetation 
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o Tree planting  
o Species diversity 
o Tree planting  
o Green surfaces (green roofs, roofs 
o ESD/LID stormwater management 

Strategies Strategies 

o Habitats in ROW 
o Habitat corridors 
o Urban agriculture 
o Create Parks 
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Goal: Zero waste and optimized materials 
management 
 

Objectives:  
 

1. Capture residuals (composting/recycling)  
 

2. Optimize reuse and salvage materials 
 

3. Minimize use of virgin & toxic materials 
 

Performance Area: Materials 
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o Materials exchange centers 
o Low or no VOC buildings 
o Neighborhood Tool Library 
o Waste to energy  

Strategies Strategies 

o District composting 
o District recycling 
o Ample space for recycling 
o Ample Space for Organic & Waste disposal 
o Require use of recycled or natural materials   
o Reuse & salvage materials 
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http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&docid=pPNl1eDD2FT4sM&tbnid=Sqq5IOgC3H3G9M:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.crainsnewyork.com%2Farticle%2F20130714%2FPROFESSIONAL_SERVICES%2F307149977%2Ftrash-talk-composting-catches-on-in-ny&ei=SbKgU9LqAYW2yAT_v4GYCg&bvm=bv.68911936,d.aWw&psig=AFQjCNGJRRHvn5LQsDZJAqxQZ80YiNfqrA&ust=1403126697354584
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Bill 17-06: Energy Efficiency & Environmental Design  

Bill 37-06: Green Buildings property tax credit 

Bill 33-07: Renewable Energy 

Bill 32-07: Environmental Sustainability- Climate Protection Plan  

Bill  29-07: Environmental Sustainability, Climate Protection  

Bill  30-07: Energy Efficiency 

Bill  34-07: Greenhouse Gas Emissions: Environmental Sustainability, Climate 
Protection  

Bill  35-07: Energy and Environmental Advocacy 

Existing Supporting County Regulations 

Bill 3-14: Buildings - Energy Efficiency - Energy 

Bill 11-14: Electric Vehicle Charging Stations Bill 10-14: Buildings - Solar Permits –  

Bill 9-14: Environmental Sustainability - 
Renewable Energy - County Purchase 

Bill 3-14: Buildings - Energy Efficiency - Energy Standards 

Bill 2-14: Environmental Sustainability - Buildings – Benchmarking 

Bill 7-14: would create a preference for a certified green 
business in the County's procurement of goods and services.  
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National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) Municipal Separate 
Storm Sewer System Permit Program (MS4). The MS4 program was established 
to reduce and eliminate stormwater pollution throughout the United States.  
  

Most Germaine Regulations… 
Stormwater 

http://cfpub.epa.gov/npdes/home.cfm?program_id=6
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Existing Supporting County Regulations 
Green Building Initiatives 

Bill 3-14: Buildings - Energy Efficiency – Energy. Newly constructed buildings 
of 10,000 square feet or more or extensively modified buildings to achieve a 
Silver certification in the appropriate LEED rating system 
 

Bill 2-14: Environmental Sustainability Building Benchmarking.  Requires 
owners of certain building systems to improve energy efficiency 

Bill 9-14: would require that 50% of the County's electric power 
usage be supplied with renewable energy by Fiscal Year 2015 and 
100% by 2020. 
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Existing Supporting County Regulations 
• Forest Conservation 

• Carbon 

Montgomery County is committed to reducing green house 
gas emissions by  80% by2050. 

Forest Conservation Law (Chapter 22A) 
 
Shades of Green (CBD) 
 
Roadside Tree Law in Montgomery County? 
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Community 

• Bethesda 
Green 

• BUP 

• The Public 

Local Agencies 

• DOT 

• DPS 

• General 
Services 

• DEP 

Regional 
Agencies 

• COG 

• DC Planning 
DC DEP 

• Chamber of 
Commerce 

• Consultants 

• Economist 

• County Council 

Developer  
Community 

• Housing 

• Civic 

 

Multi-Agency Collaboration 
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QUESTIONS?  

Otto Condon: ZGF Architects, Principal: otto.condon@zgf.com 
Tina Schneider: MNCPPC, Environmental  Planner, Tina.schneider@montgomeryplanning.org 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&docid=v5Wupfk_3iU3KM&tbnid=YgC23rUsqd7JLM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fen.hdyo.org%2Ftee%2Fquestions&ei=9rmhU8fZDMmOyASt9oDABA&bvm=bv.69137298,d.aWw&psig=AFQjCNEGNiwo4bWt03MZKGEmAW7rBLu_eg&ust=1403194206309623
mailto:otto.condon@zgf.com
mailto:Tina.schneider@montgomeryplanning.org
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Work session 
 
 
1. Look at four (4) sections in Bethesda  

 
2. Which three (3) performance areas are the most 

important ones for us to focus on for the next 20 
year. 
 

3. Identify the strategies for each performance area 
 

4. Create your “vision” for Bethesda!!! 
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Imagine the Future of Bethesda   

 NCPC/ZGF Architects 
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~Have FUN~ 


