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Appendix A:
Existin
Conditions

The existing conditions or “Briefing Book” was prepared in the Spring of 2014 at the beginning of
the Bethesda Downtown Sector Plan Update. The Briefing Book provides an analysis of the existing
conditions in Downtown Bethesda as prepared by staff and identifies; Historic Resources, Social and
Cultural Resources , Transportation and Access, Enviornment, Parks, Open Spaces and Trails, Urban
Design, Land Use and Development, Demographics and Economic and Market Data. The analysis also
includes the plans and policies relevant to the Bethesda Downtown Sector Plan Update. While the
Briefing Book was not comprehensive of every detail in Bethesda, it provided a basis for the framework
of the Bethesda Downtown Sector Plan.
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As described in the section on open space (pages 24-28) Bethesda features an array of open spaces, including fountains, lush landscaping and

downtown that have retained low rise, two and three story buildings, especially in the Woodmont Triangle District, giving those area the feel of a
creative public art. However many of these spaces suffer from under-use.

Urban Design is the discipline of analyzing and designing the connections and relationships betweens building, streets and open spaces and
centered around the Bethesda Metro Center, stepping down in height to the surrounding residential neighborhoods. There are several areas of the
small town shopping district.

how the they affect the quality of life of the people that live in them. The urban fabric of Bethesda Downtown is characterized by tall buildings

URBAN DESIGN IN BETHESDA
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= e
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