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Maryland-National Capital Park and Planning Commission Maryland-National Capital Park and Planning Commission 

Planning & Design Workshop 
May 17, 2014 
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Team 
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• Informing 

• Engaging 

• Listening 

• Gathering 

Listening 

, 
Tw

it
te

r 

You 
Are 

Here 
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• Vision 

• Districts 

• Character 

• More! 

Listening 

, 
Tw

it
te

r Coming 
June 
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Concept Framework 
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Concept Framework 
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Concept Framework 
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Concept Framework 
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Parks and Open Space 

What we heard from you… 

A place with grass and trees and 
benches (20) 

A place to run, walk or 
bike (12) 
 

A place to gather 
with friends (19 ) 

A place for big events like concerts or 
movies (13) 
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Parks and Open Space 

What we heard from you… 

A place to skateboard (4) 
A place to bounce, kick, or 
throw a ball (3) 

A play place for all ages: children, 
adults, and seniors (6) A place where I can run my dog (2) 

A place where I 
can meditate 
and/or connect 
with nature (6)  
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Parks and Open Space 
System of varied recreation and experiences 
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Parks and Open Space 

Urban Recreational Open Space 

Urban Buffer Park 

Civic Green 

Neighborhood Green Urban Park 

System of varied recreation and experiences 
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Parks and Open Space 

Future Opportunities – more… 

Civic Greens for 
gathering 

Urban recreational parks 

Greens, 
neighborhood 
recreation 
parks, buffers 

Future opportunities for more… 
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Maryland-National Capital Park and Planning Commission Maryland-National Capital Park and Planning Commission 

Environment 
Canopy Cover 
• 24% Overall 
• 3.6% CBD 
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Maryland-National Capital Park and Planning Commission Maryland-National Capital Park and Planning Commission 

Environment 
Impervious Cover 
• 67% Overall 
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Maryland-National Capital Park and Planning Commission Maryland-National Capital Park and Planning Commission 

Environment 
Watersheds 
• Rock Creek =      

Fair Water Quality 

• Little Falls =      
Poor Water Quality 

Coquelin Run  
Tributary 

Willett Branch 
Tributary 

Bethesda Mainstem Tributary  

Rock Creek 
Watershed 

Little Falls 
Watershed 
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Maryland-National Capital Park and Planning Commission Maryland-National Capital Park and Planning Commission 

Environment 

A Systematic 
Approach 

A place for big events like concerts or 
movies (13) 
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Maryland-National Capital Park and Planning Commission Maryland-National Capital Park and Planning Commission 

Environment 

Buildings… 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&docid=Cza70y9YvxYhqM&tbnid=JDXy30v2rRUxCM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Urban_heat_island&ei=gUd1U5mBBsqwsQTG34G4CQ&bvm=bv.66917471,d.b2k&psig=AFQjCNF8s_pHWS6_k2AEOT06dUSASSMPkQ&ust=1400281336506689
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Maryland-National Capital Park and Planning Commission Maryland-National Capital Park and Planning Commission 

Environment 

Streets… 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&docid=JWedgPtZb4wtMM&tbnid=oXXhr1f3te-jwM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://thegrove.americangrove.org/profiles/blog/list?q%3Dstreet&ei=00Z1U9raBui0sQSt24DoAg&bvm=bv.66699033,d.b2k&psig=AFQjCNE3e48R9ndP53yBPoJbJDv0k5YviQ&ust=1400281080631107
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&docid=vIVuju-hzyTzjM&tbnid=jgsmKZLqyi7x5M:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://theintertwine.org/adventures/storming-downtown-portland&ei=JFJ1U_TEPIiOqAboz4GYCA&bvm=bv.66917471,d.b2k&psig=AFQjCNFa_e4m8O1glu7N4EqkQhOf7_5ONQ&ust=1400284060768690
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1 

Complete Streets 
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Maryland-National Capital Park and Planning Commission Maryland-National Capital Park and Planning Commission 
1 

Illustrative Example 

Complete Streets 
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1 

Complete Streets 
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• Streets are the Primary Public Space 

• Streets should feel like “rooms”  

• Wide streets + very low buildings = oppressive   

• Narrow streets + very tall buildings = closed in 

• Just right: ratio beginning at 1:2 

width 

h
e

ig
h

t 

1: 

2 

Street Character 
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Street Character 

HEIGHT TO WIDTH RATIO 1:2 

HEIGHT ON A 60’ STREET 30’ 



Maryland-National Capital Park and Planning Commission Maryland-National Capital Park and Planning Commission 

M
O

N
T
G

O
M

E
R

Y
 C

O
U

N
T

Y
 P

L
A

N
N

IN
G

 D
E

P
A

R
T
M

E
N

T
 

M
O

N
T
G

O
M

E
R

Y
 C

O
U

N
T

Y
 P

A
R

K
S

 D
E

P
A

R
T
M

E
N

T
 

M
O

N
T
G

O
M

E
R

Y
 C

O
U

N
T

Y
 P

L
A

N
N

IN
G

 D
E

P
A

R
T
M

E
N

T
 

M
O

N
T
G

O
M

E
R

Y
 C

O
U

N
T

Y
 P

A
R

K
S

 D
E

P
A

R
T
M

E
N

T
 

Maryland-National Capital Park and Planning Commission Maryland-National Capital Park and Planning Commission 

ATTRIBUTES 
• Small-town residential character 
• Two way street 
• Low traffic volumes 
• On-street parking 
• Streetscape Standard 

Street Character 

HEIGHT TO WIDTH RATIO 2:3 

HEIGHT ON A 60’ STREET 40’ 
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Maryland-National Capital Park and Planning Commission Maryland-National Capital Park and Planning Commission 

Street Character 

HEIGHT TO WIDTH RATIO 1:1 

HEIGHT ON A 60’ STREET 60’ 



Maryland-National Capital Park and Planning Commission Maryland-National Capital Park and Planning Commission 

M
O

N
T
G

O
M

E
R

Y
 C

O
U

N
T

Y
 P

L
A

N
N

IN
G

 D
E

P
A

R
T
M

E
N

T
 

M
O

N
T
G

O
M

E
R

Y
 C

O
U

N
T

Y
 P

A
R

K
S

 D
E

P
A

R
T
M

E
N

T
 

M
O

N
T
G

O
M

E
R

Y
 C

O
U

N
T

Y
 P

L
A

N
N

IN
G

 D
E

P
A

R
T
M

E
N

T
 

M
O

N
T
G

O
M

E
R

Y
 C

O
U

N
T

Y
 P

A
R

K
S

 D
E

P
A

R
T
M

E
N

T
 

Maryland-National Capital Park and Planning Commission Maryland-National Capital Park and Planning Commission 

Street Character 

HEIGHT TO WIDTH RATIO 2:1 

HEIGHT ON A 60’ STREET 120’ 
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Maryland-National Capital Park and Planning Commission Maryland-National Capital Park and Planning Commission 

Street Character 

HEIGHT TO WIDTH RATIO 4:1 

HEIGHT ON A 60’ STREET 240’ 
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Opportunities & Constraints 
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Questions? 
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Questions? 
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Today’s Activity 
As part of today’s table registration 
we will  
Break up into the Four Interest 
Areas  
 

Objective  
Solicit comments, reactions, and 
detailed suggestions regarding the 
Preliminary Concept Framework by 
working through the following  four 
questions 
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Today’s Activity 

1. Show which street(s) are or could become 
“Main Street(s)” within the map area 
provided? 

2. Show where a central “Civic Green(s)” may 
be envisioned within the map area 
provided? 

3. Show where are Bike paths/lanes are 
desired within the map area provided? 
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Today’s Activity 

1. Show which street(s) are or could become 
“Main Street(s)” within the map area 
provided? 

2. Show where a central “Civic Green(s)” may 
be envisioned within the map area 
provided? 

3. Show where are Bike paths/lanes are 
desired within the map area provided? 
 

4. Referencing the five photos of Street 
Character from the Visual Preference 
Survey, Indicate which Street Character is 
most appropriate for specific areas within 
the map? 
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Today’s Activity 

Round ONE  10:00 -10:30 
Round TWO  10:40-11:10 
Reconvene for Eco District Presentation 
 

1. Show which street(s) are or could become 
“Main Street(s)” within the map area 
provided? 

2. Show where a central “Civic Green(s)” may 
be envisioned within the map area 
provided? 

3. Show where are Bike paths/lanes are 
desired within the map area provided? 
 

4. Referencing the five photos of Street 
Character from the Visual Preference 
Survey, Indicate which Street Character is 
most appropriate for specific areas within 
the map? 

 


